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To J B T Esq 

The Editor gladly avails herself of penrussiou to dedicate 
the following brief Memoir and Correspondence, mtended 
to record the thoughts and feelmgs of a few kindred minds 
thrown together at a Mofnssil station in Bengal, to one 
who thoroughly appreciated the abilities, and highly es- 
teemed the amiable character, of the lamented subject of 
them , and who stdl bears m affectionate remembrance 
the long departed friend of his early manliood 
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Groi?or Annipoy. m1>o‘-c 

to friend'^ foun tljc pic‘'Cn( \oluino <il 

'‘Indian lleniiniscoiUM'c,'’ was hoin at Cal- 
cutta m lT0-» and uas at an cail\ age ‘=ont 
to England for Ids education 1 1 is father, 
the late John Addison, Esq , uas in the cImI 
service of the Ilonouiahlc East India Com- 
pany. He held the situation of Judge of 
Kattoie, at the period of his son’s birth, and, 
subsequently, other situations high in the 
service, and, at the time of his death, was 
Resident of Bauleali 

Mr Addison, senior, as the nearest colla- 
teral descendant, was heir-at-law to the cele- 
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brated moralist — that great man having 
only a daughter in tho direct Imo, \rho died 
unmamodL George, when m his fifth year, 
Tvas ontored at Hockney School, then a cele- 
brated place of education for youth, under 
tho charge of Dr Nowcombe There ho 
high];) diBtmgiushod Inmself by ability and 
application to hia studies and his name still 
remains m the old school-house, engraved in 
characters of gold, with that of others the 
most enunent of Hr Nowcombo s pupils 
Having fimshed his course of study at this 
academy, he embarked for India being then 
m his sixteenth year Without entering into 
the details of his useful career suffice it to 
say, that in the course of a few years he be 
came private secretary to J S Raffles, Esq 
(afterwards Sir Stamford Raffles ) then 
governor of Java 

The duties of this important situation 
George Addison fulfilled to the entire satis- 
faction of the governor and all connected 
with him and was rapidly entering upon a 
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career of extended usefulness, ■vrhen he was, 
in the unsciutable proiddence of God, cut off 
in his twenty-second, yeai, by a fevei inci- 
dental to the climate of Java. 

No better testimony can be given to his 
meiits than the following letter from the 
governor of Java, on the melancholy occa- 
sion of his secretary’s decease * — 

Extract of a Letter from the Governor of Java, to 
the Secretary of the Supreme Governiment of 
Bengal — 

Batavia, 2\st Jan 1816 

“ Sir, — I am du’ected by the Honora’able the 
Lieut -Governoi m Council, to report to you the 
death of Mr G A Addison, assistant secretary to 
the revenue and judicial departments 

“ In commumcatmg this lamented occuia’encc, 
the Liout -Governor m Council is anxious to take 
the opportumty of expressmg the high sense he 
entertains of the talents, merits, and services of Mi 
Addison His abilities and acqmrements wei o 
remarkably great , his application and exertions 
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amrcflnod and ba ponwnal condaot as amiable as 
hia pnblio scmcc* wore omment 

‘ The liont-GoTornor m Coancfl, therefore 
iincorely regrets his loss in every point of view 

(Signed) Chablks Assit 

Socrotarr to the GoTenunent 
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LETTER I 

Calcapore, Maich 1811 

My Dear. !Mrs , 

Your note of the 21st lias only tins moment 
come to my hands, owmg to my nussmg my d4k- 
wala* on the road , for I am agam playmg truant, 
and have come m to see my j^iend Mr 'W*****^ 
a thing to which I would make all feZuef conside- 
rations give way I leave this place agam, how- 
ever, to-morrow 

I am glad you agree with me m opimon of the 
“ Calcutta Magazine ” It is a wretched compilation 
I have just received the third number, and find, as 
I expected, a progressive deterioration Eeally, if 
you 'would give me a httle help, we could make up 
as good a “ Mqfiissil Magazme , ” what do you 

^ Postman f Indigo works 

A 
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tlunk of a tml ? I think I could mustoi* tip a 
rcspoctahlo forco pootrj- and boUos-Iottroa from 

Hinduism, and gonoral topics and poetry 

from Colonel S***** ccocntnci^ from iltyor 
K**"* nnccdoto and poetry from ilr 'W'***** 
Arabic, Persian, and a little poetry from Captain 
n******* Bengalee, and perhaps ftomothmg olso 
from K****»* no politics from 3I**»**** French 
philosophy from Compo a chance of Marsh €t 
quant d moi, I Trould bo the string to tie the nose- 
gay together Mith and in taking on myself the 
mechanical part of transcribing I should not hare 
the least sovoro duty first ffnmber to bo pub- 
hahod first July^ — hope to recoire onoonragmnent 
from obliging and erndito comBpon dents — shall 
spare no piortions to deserve therr fayour &o, Src. 
& 0 , Is not this a rery fcatuma proposal f In truth, 
os I am noTT about to nsit the jungles, vrhonce I 
shall not retnm till the mannfiaotnnng season is 
orer I know nothing fiurer than to get nd of my 
own ennm by transfemiig it to yon here, who hare 
society as a counterbalance. Pray do not langh 
at me. 

Thirty letters to make into words is a little too 
bod I I am not qmto an CEdipus morcofor it 
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confrary (o all anngraaunatic rnit's (o jualxo uj> 
letters or words into more than one word; 1 Mill, 
however, puzric at it. As to tlio trick tlnough 
winch I blundered <o nwk\rardiy at a our lioiisc, it 
pone pa=:t redemption; in ^aln I lin\c set iny wit*; 
to T^ork at it — it lias completely foiled them, hut 
as it lias played the same trick to }ou, (nlio, I 
bchoc, ont'c knew it ns •noil as injself,) I ought 
not to complain 

As to Gertrude — doctois, I hchc\c, ditVer. It !< 
onginallv German , and as all the o's in this Ian- 
gunge aic hard, pci haps the pi enouncing it thus 
is most correct , but the soft manner is, in my 
opimon, most suitable to an Englisli mouth ; and, 
though the tide is rather against me, this is flic 
way in winch I nlwaj s pronounce the lad 3'’6 name 
3Iais Vwi OH Vaiitrc sc dit, and you may therefore 
take your choice 

The “Armeman” is not so good as I had expected , 
but, as you are an admirer of Schiller’s, I will send 
it to you. It has, of com*se, a sufficiency of //oj ro? , 
(for me more than enough ) One person obscri es, 
that, though he has a retentive memory, yet he 
cannot recollect the number of murders he has 
committed. It concludes by killing off, with a 
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BtroLe of lightning tho hut of tho dnxmatt$ per 
«>n(c. 

tiord Valcntia Ib an inelegant imtor and a Toiy 
stupid ob«ervor At Il6j mahnl ho must hare thirt 
hia oyos, for he says— a terrible fire burned tho 
palflco to tho ground^ and tho nrer earned auaj 
nearly tho whole of the towu. No Tostigos, eron, 
of its nnaent magruficcnco jornam I Now, posi- 
tively tho whole town is one restige of anaent 
roagniflcence I Bpont a day among its mini last 
j oar and saw nothing for mfles, but rums of mag 
mfleent palaces, Hiore is stone and marble enough 
to build a couplo of grent ortiei ” ra theie dego- 
nemte days nor aro these all on the ground 
High walls nmnborlesa wmdowB, grand gateways 
long gallenes and nerer-onding colonnades, on erery 
side refute Lord Valantift, 

I hope to hare^e pleasure of seeing you boat 
somohody lit chess this oTenmg Do not play with 

Mr R you do not fight him on o<piaI ground 

for your attention is rather more volatile than hit. 
He plays an excellent Spanish game that is, ho 
mar bequeath an tmfinishod one to hu great 
grandsons. — I am vourt stncerolr 

G A, AddAox 
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LETTER II 


March 1811 

I siLVLL be obliged to you for the “ Itaban ” I 
perfectly coincide with you as to “ Udolplio.” It is 
inferior not only to tlio “ Itaban/’ but also to tbe 
“ Sicdian Homance ” Tbe explaining aivay the 
mysteries m it, is very ill managed , in tins respect, 
tbe “ Romance of tbe Pyi*enees ” excels it much 
There are two or three bttle pieces of poetry, 
which, though not comparable with Charlotte 
Smith’s, yet are, I tlunk, neat The gi’eat fame 
it has acquired rests on its descriptions , and, 
certainly, these are given m very elegant poetical 
prose , but they ai'e too numerous, and all are too 
much wrought Not one of them gives a distmct 
landscape — “ rocks roll on rocks, and floods push 
floods along ” A real master m this art gives the 
scene to your eye at one stroke — witness Homer’s 
tughtrpiece, the finest m all poeti’y, m five hnes. 
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Ercmintli© “PjTonoes, TrhmjMrtlladQliffoisBald 
to me nboTO horwlf to mo aho (mlj girea a fine 
idoft of chaofl ‘ whoro liot, oold, moist, and dry * 
stmc still for mastery and bring to battio them 
ombryon atoms, What with the Mediterranean 
on one side, and the towering hills on the other I 
find myself quenched in a boggy syrtis, norther 
BOO nor good dry land, and like the fiond, o er 
bog or steep through strait, rough dense or rare 
with head hands, wings or foet, pursue my way 
and swim or smk, or wait, or crocp or fly 
Did yon oter setting aside the beonty of the 
language try to now with your mmd s eye one of 
those landscapes, ‘ m all its hearings, as gimn by 
Mrs Radohffe ? I defy you to farm nnoasistod by 
your own ideas, a good potare fixim her It is 
oonfosion worse oonfotmded ** but nothmg w 
harder than this art of description 

A oortam philosopher once ondeoTonrod to gire 
a blind man the idea of a beantiftil red colmtr and, 
aooordmgly haring gone through many sagaaous 
definitions, tho blind man was asked to what be 
menmlatod in his mmd the fine idea the phlloeophcr 
had tnod to Impress on his nund he answered 
tliat fiwn oil ho hod hoard, he oonld suppose 
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that ‘t.he only thing resembling it must be brown 
sugar ! 

I return the “ Lady of the Lake ” — the perusal 
of which has pleased me much. 

Whatever Walter Scott mutes must be well worth 
the readmg, and must contain sparks of time 
poetic fire ; but what pity that he only sparkles 
who might blaze ! There are some fine passages 
m tlus poem . the description of Ellen is one of the 
most beautiful The openmg of the 4th canto is 
also pretty 

I am much surprised at Scott’s bemg able to 
presciwe so equable a tone tliroughout a poem , 
lie never did this before , here, however, he flows 
throughout almost mthout a ripple , but whether 
this is praise to his poem or not, is another matter , 
he certainly never sinks to the faults of the “ Lay ” 
and “ j\Iarmion,” and on the other hand, he never 
uses, or rather soars, to them beauties. Without 
professing to be a judge, I can of course form an 
opuuon, and I think that the “Lady of the Lake” is 
equal, or cicn supei’ior to “Marmion,” butitcry far 
indeed inferior to the “ Lay of the Last Jlinstrel ” 

^\niat I ha\c before particularly admired in him,^ 
was Ins \ cry happy choice of measures — making his 
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lino» ocho to hia eoruw thus, m my farounto poom 
tho Lay hoir oxqmmto is tho ahruptnea^i with 
which ho relates tho death of Branksome a chief — 

*''W7i«i the iUwto of Ugb IhmofSa 
8sir knoM gi—m, sod fklcUons rodjoB# 

And bMnl tho flogan^ dwdlj jell — ' 

Tbm tho chief of Crtnhmia felL'’ 

How well chosen a moftsuro is tho foUowing for 
pathetiQ subjects, — 

“ Tc<n of tn d 

hUtx Tdth m j poDotod ttreuo | 

MiTfaret of Br«nk»xa«, •orrow kdeo, 

Moom benokth tba idood^ p«lo botm*'* 

The following oren umtatoe tho pace of his 
horse — 

** O nriftlj c«a ipoed 
Mj depple-fToj ctood. 

That drlnki of the Toriot olMr{ 

Befbr* break of dij 
Tha ermnriar g«n*j 
Again will I ba berr " 

And the followiiig too, though of tho sunploet 
hahad land possible perhaps from that Tory cause 
has much beauty and eren pathos, — 

* "TTj not that ai the ring they ride, 

(Though William at tho ring ridea woH) 
fiat that atj dre hla wine wfll chide 
If *111 not fill d hj RoaabeDa.'* 
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The parenthesis above is admirable. This, too, I 
admire highly, — 

“ And each St Clan* was buried there, 

With candle, with book, and wntli knell, 

But the sea-caves rung, and the wild winds sung, 

Tlie dirge of lovely Rosabelle ” 

A thousand other instances might be given of 
the imitative mcety of his eai’ , after which I can- 
not congratulate lum on the following choice of a 
funereal measure — 

" The hand of the reaper 

Takes the ears that are hoary, 

But the >0106 of the weeper 
Wails manhood m glory, 

The autumn winds laxshing. 

Waft the leaves that aie searest, 

But oui floner was in flusliing. 

When bhghting was nearest ” 

To mo this measure has not a particle of woe in it , 
and the catch that the voice is obhged to make in 
reading it, mspircs any thing but solemmty, winch 
should bo slow and equable 'I do not much admire, 
either, such i crse as the following • — 

nca\ on send it happj dew. 

Earth lend it sap aneu ” 

Knougli of hypercriticism I return the second 
lolumc of Anderson’s Poets 
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jiprfl 181 L 

I RBTunw Kirke White irbom I liATe kept thna 
long becarao it iraa neeeaaaiy to more than read 
him. It u p*jing an xH compliment to tho author 
to Bay that hiB book excited bo baao a passion m 
mj heart ns cutj— yet I must oonfesB this to haro 
been the case — and I do onTy him both his head 
and hiB heart, aboTo all I hare erer known or reed 
o£ It js no nhght praise and yet is strictly tme 
to Bay that ho a the most faultless oharooter to be 
met with m onr literary annals he at once posseseOB 
genma withont eocentncrty pety withont fsnati- 
cum learning without pedantry and, what is more 
rare, vAih common wnsc, Eii pobllo hfo was not 
more pnro than hia prirate and whaterer bo tbe 
relation of life m wbiob be is to be judged, it will 
equally with any other, successfully stand tho test 
In short, to sum up ha whole character, he noror said 
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•what he could have "wished unsaid ; nor did he ever 
do that •which he could afterwards have -wished un- 
done. And who can claim an equal praise ? Not 
Bacon, “ the -wisest, noblest, meanest of mankmd ” 
Not Spencer, for H K. Wliite would never have 
stooped to remind even his sovereign of a promise. 
Not Milton , ‘‘ such was his mahgmt}’’, that hell grew 
dai'ker at his fro'wn ” Not Shakespeare , H K "WTutc 
never stole deer. Not Dryden, who has written what 
he ought to have blushed to read. Not Addison, 
who “ hated for arts that caused himself to rise 
Not Pope, pee'vash and imamiahle Not S’wift, de- 
testable. Not Savage, -wild and dissipated. Not 
Johnson, overbearmg and morose. Not, m short, 
any one that I can call to memory, save Su* 
Thomas More, Sm Isaac Ne-wton, and Co-wper 
The ftrst is inferior m amiableness,for in conti’oversy 
he was sometimes scurrilous , the latter was not, in 
my opimon, of piety so pure, though qmte as fervent, 
he had, too, some of the eccentiacities of gemus , 
but Newton rises far superior to them aU, and is 
incontestably the greatest and noblest character 
that ever existed — ^to him Kirke White must yield 
You -will not thank me for this prosing, but the 
truth IS, that I am hke a Bengalee tattoo, or a hack 
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post hor*o — I Mt off Ihnjunglj" enough birt when I 
got toarm I trot most fonously Indccdi it is nrell 
that yon Imvo escaped 'mth only proaxng I did 
Bit down to scribble a sonnet to his momoiy but by 
tho tuno I got to tbo middlo I disoorcred it was so 
OTcry Tray unworthy of it, that I tore it np or^ 
poftic^ this TTrotched half I bado tho TnndB dis- 
porso m empty mr The poems to the Primrose 
and Roseinary are unquestionably tlie most beauti- 
ful m the collection, (ttoto I piamxoaUy giren, I 
■honld say they are the fioioen of the work.) In the 
Ode to Morning too there is one pajwago I highly 
ndmiro it m — 

“ The lark ha^ Iwr gay aong l>«gxm, 

Bh« lesTea her gm i y neat, 
flotm, *111 the ntWaca imi 
QWmi oa bn* ipeckled br e art .** 

But I should trenblo you with sercral ihooti were I 
to pomt out aH the beauties, I do not howorcr 
mean to strain my fondness for hyperbole so Car as 
to assert that Kirko IVliite m equal, as a poet to 
many that I could name but if wo judge of him 
ns Douglas Tnabos to be judged it is fair to infer 
from what he torts that he vxndd hare equalled or 
surpassod them qH I send you ** Ics Lettres do 
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Madame de Se^^gne/’ and hope the perusal mil 
give you pleasure Some of them are -wi’itten uith 
a -wonderful deal of ease, playfulness, and wit, and 
all abound m felicities of expression , hut, on the 
whole, in point of style only I hke them less than 
Rousseau’s, and much less than Lady JMary’s in 
pomt both of style and matter. Mais cJiacim a son 
yoiit. By the by, the matter of these letters, as it 
generally tmms on petty mtrigues at the court of 
Louis le Grand, is not very interesting to nous 
avjtres , and I sometimes think, that in readmg 
thi'ough works where style is the only recommenda- 
tion, le jeu ne vawt pas la cliandelle The history 
of a broomstick can never he mterestmg, though 
all the powers of S-wift he exerted on it. You 
were speakmg the other mght of Bai’on Trenck , 
I forgot at the tune to tell you what became of him 
after gettmg released from Magdeburgh, which was 
effected through the mtercessions of the Empress- 
Queen -with the Kmg of Prussia You recollect he 
was in the service of Austria, and was imprisoned 
in Magdeburgh by the Kmg of Prussia, for havmg 
made an attempt to cairy him off to the Austnans 
One part of his pumshment was the bemg chained, 
standing, to a wall, and made to speak every half 
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liotir, fcrr firo joan I When lio got fpoe from pn- 
Bon lio iTont to livo at Aix la-Chapelle, mamed 
tlicro, forgot all hla former carca and hyod in good 
hoolth and Bpmts, until tho Fronch llorolation camo 
on when ho foolishly Tfont to Pans to take a part 
m it, and Tras gmllotmed by order of Robospicrro 
m 1794 A delay of tiro days TTould haye aared 
him for tho tyrant irns m that tone hnnself brought 
d la lanitme 

I haye written to B***** for “ Gertrude of 
'Wyoming which shall be sent the moment it 
ar r iv oe, 

I ondoso what I before spoke of — tho rhyme to 

pomnger ” Ton must not foiget that it was an 
extemporanoous fusion m a noisy party after 
dinner Hare the goodneos to rebrm it , nor do 
I grre you permission to make a oonunent for it 
wonld bo a shame to allow you to commonce a never 
ending labour end such would be tho cntlcismg 
what Iff and was meant for pure doggtrd. My 
prospects dro hero so bad — tho mdigo dying so fast 
and so little appearance of ram, that I trust yod will 
excuse me for having tried to drown despair in tnk, 

PJ9, — H. BL White m hia fifth number of * Me- 
lancholy Hours,” gires -ft roiy well written essay 
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on tlie sonnet; but as neither there, nor in any 
Enffhsh book, have I seen the laivs laid down for 
the rigidly legitimate sonnet, and as this is at pre- 
sent — ^from the example of Bowles, Charlotte Smith, 
liliss Seward, and others — the favourite poem, its 
mechanism ought to be known, though not, in my 
opimon, adopted , for our language is averse to the 
“ oft recurrent rhyme.” It is almost unnecessary 
to observe, that the first grand requisite is the 
limitation to fourteen hues, and these hues must 
be throughout of the same measure ; this measure 
should be of the most noble order the language 
possesses — m English of ten, in French of twelve 
syllables Tlie arrangement must be two quatrains 
followed by two tercets, each of these must be 
closed by the sense ; it is not necessary, however, 
that every liiie should be distinct — “the sentence 
may overflow the verse, but must not transgress 
the stanza.” The two quatrains must have the 
same rhymes, and must be arranged similarly , 
that is, if the first quatrain have its first and third, 
second and fourth, hnes rhyming, the second must 
dispose its rhymes similarly , or, if the first have 
its first and fourth, second and thud, ahke, so also 
must the second ; and the rhymes of the first and 
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third, first nnd fourth, second and thud, or second 
and fourth of the first, must correspond inth those 
of the oorrespondiDg hnos m the seconi The first 
tercet muit commence with a couplet, and the re- 
maining four lines may be arranged at pleasure 
it 13 roqmrod, hoTrevor that this arrangement 
shonld differ firom that of the quatrains, nor must 
any rhyme m the tercets correspond with those of 
the quatrains. Those are the grand essential rules 
but tbero are other niceties to he obsemed. I 
before obsorred, that it is necessary to have a rest 
at the end of each quatrain, and of the first tercet 
there should also be a slight one at the end of each 
Imo of tho quatrains tho one at the end of the 
first tercet, also need be Tery slight. Add to tho, 
there must not be one feeble Imo, nor the repetition 
of a Bmgle irord throughont — 

“ ApolloD da c« poim« btjmh U Qoccm, 

T jH -rrJwrwa m owsm lo nocnbra et U cadnH^e, 

DfifecdH qa na fottJe j pat JimrW entrer 
m quSm mot tod* o«tt ■ j ronenrtm- " 

BoHeatt gives an adraimble description of its 
mochaniam m the following four hnos — 

(Apollon) “ ToeJat ga « dew qnttrdM de B>«nr« parttOo, 

Iji rlmt ETW donx wan frappit boH fob I orelllW 

Et qa fix Ten artlrtement 

Fni»«it «n drui texet* par I* •en* parUg<». 
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When a ces rigoureuses lois he added, that strict 
unity of subject &c &c are required, I think it is no 
longer to be ■wondered that cet Jieureu^ pMmx est 
encore a twuver It is certain that, on the abo-se 
strict model, we have not a single sonnet in oui 
language *, even that winch Capel Lofft addi’C'ises 
to Kirke White to rebuke him for the irregular con- 
struction of his sonnets, is itself nu’egular How- 
ever, to compensate for this, we have qiiatorzait^s 
far more beautiful than any Italy or France can 
sliow The most elegant arrangement for the^e is 
three elegiac stanzas .and a couplet There is some- 
thmg pecuharly melodious m tins form Despi- 
caux sayS — 

Pour enfermer son sens dans la bonie presciite. 

La mesure est toujours tiop longue, ou trop petite ” 


But this 13 the last difSculty a poet feels , he can 
always amphfy or compress a thought with taste 
The Enghsh inuse has dedicated this poem to sei*i- 
ous and melancholy subjects , and indeed the plain- 
tive querulous stiain becomes it admirably, but 
the French employ it also for hght and gay tliemc'! 
As an example, I wiU copy one of Fontenelle’s, which 
is almost rigidly correct — 


B 
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ATOLLOI? ET DAPEtNE, 

* Je sob, erioH ApoDoo k Ptphnfi, 

Lorwpie Unt bon dlalctoA U oooroit sprk* cOe^ 

£t Id eontoH ponrtuit U kngrte 

Da rmm qatlU^ Amt II ^tdt ornft— 

** J« tab !• dlaa d« Ten Jo tab bel oprit n®— 

Udt bt Ten b itolaat point le ebtnne da U baSo 
Ja tab Jaoer da Intb—amtal Ba^eDet 
La hitb ne poanlt rWn acr oe ooeor obatbij. 

M Je onmitb U Tartn do bi moindre ndM ) 

Je tab, n en doote* point, fiea do b mfdkhie) 

Dtplmd eoardt |dia rlta i oe mot tl fatal, 

* Mtb tB eat dH — Yojes qodle eat Totre cooqatte ; 

Ja eda nn jenaa Aao — bw^ pdtnt, Hbenl t 
Dapbn^ tor am parole^ aordt toomj U Ute. 

To bo true to his Bonse, and tmo to his fame," 
this sonnet is witran^at<xbie but marolj to do it 
into Engbsb as our old translatora say Is easy 
enough. The foUoiring is my attempt — 

APOLLO AlO) DAPHNE. 

I am, Apollo erted, aa Daplme be jnmiad. 

And irearj oat of hroath, panned tbe njinph In Tain j 
I an, tba godhead cried — and told the laigtbeaed train 
OfaDthe'wtmdrooagifta'withwiiidiho was endued — 

I am tba God of Vene— wat bom wltb taWtt a nra — 

But genda poety ne ar thiUTd tba maid with biba: 

Nay itop, I play the htte, — tbe mereat trifle tbb^ 

^Iba too no powo* had to itop the flying fab 
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No root so mean, he cned, but well its powers I know , 
Besides, fair maid, to me jou all your plij'sic o’we 
Shock’d at the very word coy Daphne fastei ran 

But had the god, more tvtsg, m gentle accents said. 

In me behold your slave — a gay, gallant, young man, 

Fair Daphne, on my word, had turn’d her beauteous head 

In the above, it is ti’ue, I have transgressed tlie 
law of similar rhymes for the quatrams — but I did 
this purposely, as being repugnant to an English 
ear; it was easy enough to have observed it I 
could have eked it out with “ embued,” “ rude,” 
“ strain,” “ again ” But this postscript is, I think, 
sufficiently long I beheve I had better not offer 
as an apology for it, “ that I have nothing else to 
do ; ” and yet I have no other. 
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LETTER IT 

April 1811 

I AM glad to hoar B has sent you Gertrude of 
Wyomiiig ^ You say you do not very much hko it. 
I am not surpnsod at this more iras to have been 
expected from the author of Pleasuros of Hope. 
The truth is wero he leas diffident of his pouers — 
and would he give us htsyfrji oonceptionB, he would 
porhape bo the greatoet poet of the age but he 
has in this poem so touched and retouched orery 
part, that all the greater and bolder beauties are 
frittered away He has so laboured at it that 
even his meaning is somotunos lost m his art and 
it IS » general rule, that verse (and prose too) is 
bad which is not to be understood at the first read 
ing and hero I must confess that I read pasaages 
twice over and oftaner and sometimes after all did 
not understand them he has forgotten that tbo 
chief art shonld be to oonceal the art However m 
spite of aD this. In my opinion tbo booutks are so 
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numerous as to overbalance much the defects How 
]iai’ticularly beautiful is tbe Death Song of the 
Indian Chief I The poem is worthy of Campbell, 
though not sufficiently so , — ^I’ead it again, and you 
mU taste the beauties I could pomt out fifty ex- 
qmsite passages As to what I was writmg on 
Kiike White, I told you the truth when I said I 
tore them up , neither were they toshed , how- 
ever, m lieu of them, to mvite reciprocity, I send 
you my meditations by moonhght* last mght 
The poetical merit of the ti’lfle is shght enough , but 
it IS n ti’ue ti'anscript of the general tone of my 
feelings when by myself It is strange, as you ob- 
served of music, that tins Sombre tram of thoughts, 
though excitmg (the keenest sensations of grief, 
should at the same tune give us so exquisite a 
delight ; for myself, I would not part with them, 
though generally accompamed by melancholy to 
the gi’eatest depression of spirits, on any account 
In my opmion, “musing to madness,” if a per- 
son could analyse his feehngs, would be found to be 
\ory far indeed from painful , and even melancholy 

* These lines ivere published by the Editor in a u ork entitled 
“ Indian Reminiscenses,” published in 1837, by E Bull, 19 ifolles 
Street ' 
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inadn«*s porhaji®, m only anothor n&mo for exceM 
or intoxication of blissful MnsationB but lest yon 
thint me mad I irill not broech any moro ench 
hotorodoi opimona. 

I icnd yon tiro TolumcB of poetry, written by 
Bister mnsoa, Tho ’ first, Mrs Cowley s “ Siege of 
Acre IB of course home ont by tho solgect, but as 
ft poom, m my opimon it is Tory indifferoni I 
cannot concoiTO how such harsh and low lines as 
occur can havo been penned by ** Anna Matilda, 
who among nH bor faults, was neror acensed of ft 
heayy or inelegant muse, 

Tho other Epistles on Women ” by £0(7- AHnn 
1 admire mneh though less is argued than might 
hare been. She has the strong side of the argu- 
ment, but fwilii to push ns home ns she ought to do 
It IS not usual now-u-days to seo a poem froe of dis- 
torted oonoeits, and barbarous now-oomed phrases 
yot thm ifl perfectly easy sod simplo , it might havo 
been writt en m the ago of Pope and I thmk you 
win like it A tempting “ broad nycr of margin, 

(as tho anther of ^ Pnrfuits of Lrtcraturo terms it,) 
him inTited my pencil to bo very busy and trouble- 
Bomo to aH who may henceforth open the booL. 

It H a tnek I hare but I neror yield to it except 
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when I hke the^book ; and as I readily pardon the 
writer of any notes I meet with, I have a right to 
expect to be pardoned myself. 

The rain has fallen here abundantly, and all my 
sowmgs will be completed , but as an indigo planter 
ought never to be contented, I must inform you 
that tins ram has come so late that I have no right 
to expect a good season. As barometer s, though so 
keenly susceptible of the shghtest change of wea- 
ther, we are not to be rehed on, for I never yet saw 
one of us at the pomt set fair — always too 
much or too httle ram or sunsliine. 
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LETTER V 
A JFD D ESPElT 


April 181 L 

Tod wdto perfectly nght m censtmng me for 
Tenttirmg a compariBOn to any of tho dames ' who 
on Olympus dwell" Such compansoni are I con- 
fess odto\ia — for rf one may trust to the accounts 
grren by them worshippers, and to the rostigOB 
remaining of them, they were altogether a parcel 
of ugly old ladies. Madam Juno first and fore- 
most, was particnlarly fiimous for her frowns, and 
was always lookmg sour at and scolduig her lord 
and master — (a tfimg I tmst you norer do) be 
Bidee, old Uorner positively says she had eyes like 
a bullock t which do not giro me by any moans an 
idea of extraordmary beauty It m on record too 
that she was tho invontross of curtamdecturos- 
which a abominable. Next comes Mmerra and 
tbongb I bavo followed Pope m terming ber Wire- 
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eyed, yet I am not sure but tlie Greek term might 
be ti’anslated sea-green , and that, you must alloir, 
would not be a vastly becoming colour * moreover, 
to reason analogically, she must have been coarse, 
vulgar, and hard-featured, for she was a great 
bruiser, and all the Billing ‘igateians who are fond 
pf the pugihstic science are umversally so As to 
Venus herself, though I dare say she was well 
enough for a blacksmith’s wife, yet I suspect she 
was not so handsome as she would be thought, 
V^ould so gallant a young man as Diomed have 
wounded a handsome lady, do you think ’ It must 
have been that he took her either for a man or a 
witch ^ neither of which suppositions is very much 
m her favoui’ , and though Pans did give her the 
golden apple as the prize of beauty, yet his reasons 
are very well known It was no great compliment 
to pay her for pi omismg that a handsomer woman 
than herself — namely, Helen — should fall m love 
vnth him ; and this was the real state of the case 
Besides, there is another httle thmg which ought not 
to be omitted Vu’gil says that ^neas and Achates 
discovered her to be a goddess by her “ widely 
spreading ambrosial scents around ” How, in my 
opimon, a lady must be very disagreeable who 
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rcsomblca a mush^raU TVitli regard to Thetis's 
foot, tho poets aU say aho wus td\xr-hoofd — and 
surely that must hayo boeu Tory ugly Ai to 
Hebe s mouth I irill giro her credit for a good one 
— har-maxds oro generally pretty and such it seems 
TTjjs her office I hope, horroTer sho did not spoil 
it by drinking any of tho gpxnty liquors she car 
nod, For Diana you oire me no thenVH her 
luuno ** Hocato, is qrato enough to giro an idea 
of her beauty Shakespeare very properly terms 
her an old midnight hag That I hare not been 
Tmtmg scandal, is proved by Mr Clarke s hating 
brought to England the fitmonaly-benntifol Ceres 
of Elensis — it Ttants only a ness. The sphinx of 
Cairo too was called by the anaents a model of 
beauty and it has bps as thick as a negro s or as 
a descendant of the House of Austria, Bomdes, are 
not antiquarians contmuaHy confounding the gods 
and goddesses m therr dtscosaions on coins f — which 
does not say very much for tho beauty of tho 
latter I recollect to hate seen a medal myaelf 
which had certainly a figure on it but whether 
Vulonn or Yenus could not bo precisely ascertained 
it had something in its hand which resembled 
equally a hammer and a loohng-gla** $ so that you 
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must not accuse me again of being hyperbolical 
As to the heroes and demigods of my rebus, I was 
only complimenting their taste — ^but after all I must 
confess you are qmte right, and all your strictures 
very just — that is as far as they refer to me, for, 
not content with havmg lugged all the members of 
the Pantheon to your feet, I should probably have 
next attacked the sylplis and gnomes, and then 
perhaps have made the flowers and animals contri- 
bute, I will give you Shakespeare’s description of 
my style I think he must have had me in Ins 
mmd’s eye by anticipation, — 

" Taffeta phrases^ silken terms piecise, 

Thnce-piled hyperboles, spruce affectation, 

Figures pedantical ” 

I must really try to coiuect myself, but I despair 
— a thousand pardons for aU this nonsense 
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April 181L 

!!•*•••* sent an excnio so t 2 iat I had no chess. 
When I rotnniod fi*om 8****0 rather late head 
aohmg and bram conglcrmeratod, (a had Trorkman 
must find fiialt with his tools } I sat doTra to my 
desk resolved on complying with your reqaest * 
hut m vnuL After more than two hours labouring 
I found that I positivoly oould not produce a amglo 
couplet and I was obhgod to go to bed — not to 
sleep hat to brood over my mortification all night 
and now oomos your letter to increoso it Pray 
do pity mo. I shall cot with the muse after rooh 
soarry treatment This is really the case As to 
attempting again I do not know when my jindo 
wiD sufBoiontly reooTer from the wound to Hunk 
of such a thing it is horrible to be so deserted at 
ono B utmost neod. 

• He b»d been wked to oompewe •oroe rvne* oo s gl «> 
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I send Campbell, and shall come over to defend 
myself in an hour or two. 

Ton ai'e mistaken m me very much, to suppose 
that I should cavil at any petty error, even did 
there exist one, winch I deny I Icnow, 

’Tis not a Up, or eye, \\ e beauty call, 

But the joint force and full leSult of all , ” 

and even had there been a fault, do you think that 
I should have carped at it Besides — 

Great ^ts may sometunes gloriously offend. 

And rise to faults ti ue critics dai e not mend ’’ 

Should you not think him a httle too much of a 
snarler, who should accuse the sun of want of bril- 
hancy because there are a few spots on its disc? 
I assure you I am not such an one 
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LETTER VTL 

CUotpow April 1811 

I AH obliged to ytra for the acconnt of the 
' perpetnal motioii, though I most confoes mjAclf 
60 fudaio os not to give llr Chatnn 4 fl credit for 
having made this grand dacoTery In ray opinion 
perpetual motion " is still a dosideratom, Bnt I 
ought to giTO my reasons fordhis dment 

In this aoconnt, though I have read it at least 
half-a-doien fames, I can form no idea of the ma 
chme. Bnt whether this anse from tho Tagneness 
of the account, or firom my atnpidity is of no con- 
sequence it does not affect tho quesfaom Mr 
C asserts, that the machme ho luu mronted is, 
if I may so eiprcas it, an axitomaton m which the 
power and resistance, by alWiiatmg without U>m 
keep up an eternal motion. Bnt the mere descnp- 
tion of Bnch a TnacbTne ij not sufficient a deffon- 
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sti’ation of its principles (winch is here wanting) is 
perfectly indispensable , and even m the description 
it seems that he has not attamed his desired end, 
for it says, “ the author has been ohhged to adapt 
several sets of wheels to his machine, m order to 
moderate and regulate its effect.” l^ow, as the 
first requisite in the solution of perpetual motion is, 
that it be on no account aided by any external cause, 
it follows, either that these auxiliary sets of wheels 
be also on the same construction, or that IVlr 
Ghaum^s has failed. But if these auxihary sets of 
wheels he on the same construction, it then also 
follows, that'they do possess the same blemishes as 
the onginal ones, and want, therefore, other similar 
sets of wheels to “ moderate and regulate their 
effect , ” and so on for ever. I consider, then, that 
he has not succeeded I admit perfectly the justice 
of his definition “ perpetual motion is obtained 
when the effect alternately becomes the cause, and 
the cause the effect , ” but this, according to all the 
at present received laws of motion, is a thing im- 
possible. (As to the wearmg out of the materials, 
this IS a futile objection.) But “ friction ” is an 
obstacle not to be overcome; for this there is no 
remedy but a vacimm; and where is this to be 
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found f Even m a vacitum there trould still enat 
the frictzon-mtomiil 6f the sororal parts of the 
mochmo and though this bo ahofred to bo erer bo 
Bhght, yet it will m tho end destroy any quantity 
of tnotioiu The only attompt at demonBtratmg 
this problem I meet with m M Launn 5 Jfewton 
p 191 who entirely refutes it It is as foIlowB — 

Lot the height, A F be diTidod 
nto four equal parts, AC CD BE 
and E F suppose then a body 
to bo at A which is let fall this 
body win acquire (by the certain laws of motion) an 
mcroased force of 1 m faJhng to the spot 0 let 
this force bo appbed to a body at B then let an 
additional force of 1 which the body at A will haro 
acquired from fslhng from C to D bo als6 apphed 
to tho body at B and theee two foroos of 1 will bo 
equal to a foroe of 2 which will bo suffiaont to 
raise that body from B to G wbidi will m faHing 
from thencjo, raise the other body from F to A — 
and so on altomately for crer ■ — Tho forco 

acquired by falling from D to F wiH soffleo to 
keep the mnehme m play while tho bodies aro ; 
alternately mmg and falling ) But K Launn de- 
monstrates all this to be wrong bocaoso tho two 
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forces of one are not equal to one force of two , for, 
according to tlie laws of motion, tlie same forces 
applied to equal bodies in rest and m motion do 
not produce similai’ effects from dissimilaiity of 
leaction I fear mucb tbat you will not find this 
to be very cleai’, and yet I quite feel the truth 
of it. If it were not from reasons similar to the 
above, and from a thousand others that might be 
adduced, not hin g could be easier than peipetual 
motion — the foUowmg even would solve it — Let 
foul’ bodies. A, B, C, and D, be 
always equally acted on by a cen- 
tripetal motion , let then a centi’i- 
" fugal motion of ten be apphed to the 
body, A , this wiU brmg it to B, where it wdl cora- 
mumcate its force to B, and itself stop , B wiU 
rush with this force of ten to C, and so on C to 
D, and D to A agam, where m the mean time 
another body must have been placed ; so that four 
may always be at rest, and one always travelhng 
— which shall impart precisely that impetus which 
it shall receive , — a thing perfectly absurd 

Excuse me for aU this nonsense ; but when once 
I begm I cannot end. In me, therefore, there is 
a bettor solution of the “ perpetual motion ” than 
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in tho paper yon haro sent me. I hayo hoard some 
nupertuxont pooplo say that a lady^s txmguo deeerres 
this appoUation , hnt this is falso and mnhcions. 

As to IHsa E**** snddle, dmiog out yesterday 
and other motters made mo (with shame I confess) 
forgot it howeror smee the receipt of yonr note 
I hare ponied my brain at it, and think I have 
soocooded even bettor than Mr Chaom^i, — 

If ttge Pj1ii»gor*i wrong, 

Ko Knl (u to a fl*h balong 
Yet, wIma poor Jonas was oonfloed, 

A wliale contained both sonl and mind. 

Tbo iparici dWn* It ooald not tsep, 

For soon the Frojdiet left tbo deep. 

That wbalM no er go to Hearan nor HeO, 

I tbfadc I maj aMrt foil well ; 

Nor Fnrg al orj can they hope, 

Blaoa they re no Interest with tba Pope. 

Is tbm the nght answer f I send another doph- 
ooto, and return yon yery many thanks for those 
I yesterday receiywL 
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LETTER YIII 


J^pnl ISll 

Your note I sliould liavc ansn'crcd on the 
night I received it, but that the lateness of tlie 
hour, and my irish to read more than once the tvro 
poems you sent me, prevented. Tlie next morning, 
I set olf to my tndigoterie , and here I have been 
so busily employed burying niy talent, m the shape 
of indigo seed, that I ti’ust you mil excuse the tar- 
dmess of my reply. The perusal of the poeti’y has 
given me great pleasure , m the sentiments I of 
course perfectly comcide — and I think the vrhole 
very forcibly imagined. Some of the passages are 
beautiftd ; but as it is m’ong to speak in generals, 
I wdl pomt out Tvbat parts I particularly admire 
The latter portion of what is termed a Fi’agment 
IS, I think, nervous and well JBmshed These hnes — 

" Then ask not what so desolates the earth? 

YTiy flows the tear? or why prevails such dearth 
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Of tmlling The heart, ooee woot 

To leap irtth Joy noir werm pale Ufatry 5*oiit 
Approach with haggard itcp — affoctlocti idp — 

Vnd d**h the oup of pletsaro from the Hpl ” 

and espociaUj the last nro oicoHent. These too — 

“ The widows prmy r the orphan • dying tigb, 

Shan riae agahut thee In ctemhy " — 

I also highly admiro and from this, the lines to 
the end very properly nso to a just clmmx of oi 
oellenca 

The opening of Damon and Pythias is reaDy 
beantifol — 

•< FriendiUpl Ueat power that aofteneat hnman wo**, 
Soothea the lad heart, and stub Iti patnfhl throe* ; 

With weeping eye* the moGmftil tom to the* 

And find a gentle helm in sympathy ; 

Joy b pore nnleei wo oan hnpert 

The glad •ecaatioo* to another heart." 

The following couplet is very happy — 

" The crowd in pity gaie—poor Damon ilgh* — 

Hb new nbed hope in tUont angnbh (Ees." 

There are more beauties then theso hut as I 
do not wish completely to fill this sheet, I need not 
pomt them out 2 how for tho rororso of the medal 
Yon airthonso mo to cnticiso — so I shall avail 
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myself of tills permission, and assume at once the 
dictatorial tone common to the mangling fratermty 
Wlien the materials arc so good and noil ar- 
ranged, it should not have been omitted to gne 
them the last pohsh The faults I have to condemn 
are, it is true, tnvial , but a blot is more conspicu- 
ous, and IS jnore to be regretted, in proportion to 
the ivhiteness of the paper on vrhich it falls A 
weak rhjTue m a weak poem is of little conse- 
q[uence, and scarcely obseiwablo , but m the present 
instance, the shghtest jar that mti’udcs appears 
most foul discord I have, however, notlung to 
leproach but a httle carelessness It has been 
omitted to correct three or four weak rlijunes — it 
IS wrong not to have attempted to alter any part 
To produce a poem and then neglect it, is a species 
of infanticide The cluef praise that can be given 
to Pope IS, in my opimon, “ the patient touches of 
unwearied art ” There are tliree species of excel- 
lencies , the first IS that of gemus, the second of 
art, the. tlurd of gemus and art combined Cer- 
tainly a just thought, hke a handsome woman, looks 
well in any dress , but stdl, elegant drapery lends 
a thousand chams to beauty. Perhaps I ought not 
thus boldly to dare to censm’e Pope says — 
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** JjH radi teach oiben 'wira ffac mx Jree exeal, 

ATu^ oe ns pc ftrelj who hare writtm woH” 

By which rule I must ho silent, hot I thmk it not 
a just ono, and this of Horace s is more d moJi 
gri — 

* I tboogh I (oHbUfi In Apollo i eplte 
Can teach to othen what b Jo«t and right 
And thm a wbetatone to the eteel nan lend 
An edge itaol/ poMM* aoiy mj friond.** 

(N B — The two last words are for rhymei^s soka) 
However I will now parhcolanio those linos 
with which I am in pleased and I wHl have even 
the iurthijr boldneas or rather impudence to offer 
emondatioiia. — 

* Tbcpogh with a mother d hate tlWr breflata do glow 
Tbefj hara not power to itrlka the wbh d for bhnr ^ 

These Imee are excellent, but the abominahle httle 
eipletiTO do ought to be avoidod and this might 
have been done so easily — 

Tbodgh with a d hate tbetr boaoma glow 

They ham not power to strike th* wkh d for Bow 

Singulars and plnrals rhyme iH together — 

** A nberty that ihliMi with aober Bght, 

Inatroetf the people how to gnanl their rlghta. 
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Substitute “ each nglit” for “ tlieu* riglits,” and all 
IS right 

admiration spreads from breast to breast, 

And Pythias by tlie crowd ’s with honour deck’d ’ 

The rhyme is iveak, and a moment’s thought would 

have avoided it. Perhaps thus — 

AVhilst admiration spreads from breast to breast, 

And Tortuous P jihias by tho crow d is hlest 

For — 

Damon appears not — ^ivhom the people curse 
As an ingrate to truth and honour lost , ” 

I offer theffoUowmg — 

No Damon comes — the people curse his name, 

Ingrate to truth, and dead to generous fame 

For — 

Mute sorrow now pervades the trembhng crow d. 

As Dionysius rose to give the word, ” 

this — 

Sorrow aghast suspends the tight-drawn breatli, 

As Dionysius sternly order’d death 

For — 

Oh, say not so, Damon qmck made reply, 

"VVhat angmsh had been mme if thou hadst died ^ ’ 

tills — 


Oh, say not so, the generous Damon cried, 

What anguish had been mme if thou hadst died ^ 
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And for — 

“ To tUnk to3i wcrth «xilt«d bo doom d 
Be*roo to bo known — tbon hnrrW to tbo tomb; 

I moLo a proeont of thiB — 

To thick of wTrrth exalted, foch the doosa, 

Searoe to be known — then harried to the tomh 

It ifl noTT I think, (jitrte time to end my hyper 
cnticiiinfl The Porsiaiis have a term for thm got 
of people — nooiiaeheem cariDers «t dots " — 
and I hare proTed myeolf one of these. 

I Bend yon some hnea, profeeshag to be an imi 
tation of Phmeas netoher " these yon aro welcome 
to hack, mangle and manl ns muoh as yon please 
As I nroto thorn coming ont here I might plead 
the shaking of the paOut* in thorn favotrr bnt 1 
scorn this, and give them np to be dealt with eommf 
il fotiJ plcara. 

I rotnm the two Tolumee of Anderson s Poets 
with many thanks. Tho anthors of the fifth Tolome 
I have been long and mtunately acqnamted with 
those of tho fourth ‘were mostly new to me nnd 
have grron mo much ontortaimncnt Fletcher a 


* P^htukem, Or tr»T*Iflng litter 
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“ Purple Island” is a remarkably fine poem. It is 
an allegory on man, gnnng fii’st an anatomical 
description of him, (ivlncli might hai e been spared 
with great benefit to the poem,) and then descri- 
bmg the various -vartues and vices that raise or 
degrade him. These are afterwai’ds set by tlie 
cai’s, and, m the middle of the battle, an angel is 
inti’oduced m the very strange shape of James the 
First, who turns the scale m favom' of the former 
Such a fulsome and undeserved comphment is cei- 
tainly disgusting , but there are so many beauties 
in the description of the various passions, that one 
can forgive the poet a few faults I do not, how- 
" ever, recommend your wadmg tlirough twelve long 
allegorical cantos , but, should such be your taste 
any day, I shall then have saved you much ti’ouble 
for I have run my pencil through those stanzas 
winch you may skip without loss 

I send Comala — which of course is of no use to 
me This is what is vulgarly termed “ a ivest- 
country compliment',’’ however, I must say foi 
myself, that were it of use to me, it should not he 
j the less readily sent. I have been all day scamjier- 
ing over my fields, and in dehghtful anticipation of 
future crops, I thought my ride the pleasantest m 

D 
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the Tforld, OYory dirty puddle appeared to my 
psurtaal oyee romantio and picturesque, I oidaimed 
erery thn*d mmute — 

HaU I happj ooQotrj} rich in fntik mMib I 

and then, fancying myself my mdigo plant, I oned 
out m grabtudo to the ram — 

" Yoor ri T lfjln g pre tium Hfe wo mD — 

By ytm wo Hto, umI frxrv, «iui horo oar *11 1 ” 

(uhidi Imee are excellent, though I cannot jmrt now 
recall to memory from what poet I took them,) 
Indeed, I am rery much Burpnsed that I did not 
forget to look at the people sowing and m hen of 
It amuse myself by parodying Swift’s Gty 
Shower ” In my oountry one I would haro m 
troduoed a thousand more agreeable objects than 
dead cats drowned pups, and tumip-tops. Eren 
now an exquisite north woeter is in full play and 
erery d^tetous gust of wmd gires a fillip to my 
pom But as the dianoea are that you will not 
hare the same to road as I to write I might 
as wdl oondnde — and so I will but I must first 
present an offering to hTwn B.**** m tho shape of 
a French opigram. If it wonts wit, it does not 
want iH-naturo and is not, therefore altogether 
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wanting. Wliat is very sti’ange iSj tliat tlie thought 
of it occurred to- me the other day when m your 
company ; hut I hare frequently observed, tliat an 
object not only msphes a train of ideas analogous 
to itself, but also very often one of a diametrically 
opposite nature — which accounts for my haiung 
thought of scandal though you were m the room. — 

EPIGRAMSIE. 

Veux-tu savoiT comment aux belles femmes plaire? 

Ne flatte pomt leur beautfi, leur esprit, 

II faut I’agir bien mieux sur cette affaire, — 

Pour toute louange de chaque compagne medis 

Pray have the goodness to beg of Miss 
not to be too critical , she must rceollect that it is 
more than three years smce I left school , and so 
long a want of practice has naturally dulled my 
French. ^ 

A thousand pardons for all this faiTago 
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ilij 181L 

I SEND beck the third rolume of the Qentlo- 
inan 8 Magaime The Bccond Tolomo I ttob most 
entertained inth, I was tempted throughout the 
three to use my pencil, but the subjeotB wore bo 
fruitful of remarks, that had I begun 1 must have 
disfigured the books with scribbling from beginning 
to end BO I contented myself with pasting mto m^| 
common place book all that I thought ounous. Bo 
you not keep a book of this kmd? If not you 
ought to do 80 it IS both RmnsiTig and useful, 

I am Tory glad that you coincide with mo m 
opimon of CoUmflB merits. Ho Thomson, and 
Gray are my particular faTOontes. I bog Afiss 
11 ****8 pardon for troubbng bor about a nddlo 
hho doea not know I had thought I heard it from 
her and os my momory had prorod troachorous, I 
wanted it refreshed for a particular purpose, Tho 



LEI TDK IX, 


45 


foUowng IS not actually the riddle, but something 

hlcG it — 

I’\e seen a comet drop dovm. hail, 

ISe seen a cloud suck up a ^\hale, 

I ve seen the sea Anthm a glass, 

IVe seen some cjdei beat an ass, 

l’\e seen a man full Ihice milcb high; 

I’a e seen a mountam sob and crj, 

I’r^e seen a cluld witli thousand eyes, 

All this was seen wutliout smpnse 

) 

Of course you lyill solve this m a moment, so I 
will not affront you mth assistance. You haic 
been gay mdeed — dancmg m such cruelly hot 
^ weather ! I Nothmg, I should have thought, but 
the bite of a tarantula — a msit from Samt Vitus — 
or some other such gentle mcentive, could have 
produced such wonders ! 

I am happy to hear that you are to have a chess 
visitor I differ with you as to the improvement to 
be gamed from playmg with a bad player , certainly 
there wiU not be as much as fr’om playmg with a 
' superior or equal, yet there will be some The only 
danger is gettmg mto a habit of carelessness ; 
*\ otherwise the teachmg the game is like to reading 
J over the rudiments of a language with which you 
are well acquainted — by reminding us of first 
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prraciplea, it essontiAlIjr improres us. Being of 
tiu* opuuon^ I haTO taken OTory opportunity of 
teaohing the game, and haye inibated at least 
tiTonty pOTBonB mto its ddightfol rnyutenes. 

Ab to my naitiQg Calcapore — this will not pro- 
bably be before next September ! This is a her 
nblo length of tune for the jangles and I think 
of it with qrato a norvoua sickness 1 I howoTcr 
nerer feel enma for in reading and writing I am 
of imoonqoerahle patienoe and solace the interrals 
m which I am not thus occupied, by budding in the 
air remarkably fine castles. The fairy Morgans 
herself does not excel mo hero and if one really 
feels happy it matters bttle whether wo are in- 
debted for It to fancy or renhty — as I think I once 
said before a madman s is fi’eqnently an eayisble 
stato of hfe I Add to tbis I hope to main a largo 
quantity of indigo and this will grre me much em- 
ployment — and it IS only idleness that U to bo 
dreaded^ I do not know how it m that I thus sit 
down and potrr ont to you, with sneh confidence sD 
the hfterogentcu$ heterodox etx^ that comes nppei* 
mostl 
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LETTER X 


May 1811 

I SEND tlie copy of verses of wlucli I spoke I 
have, of course, made it a pomt of conscience not 
to alter a letter, but have faitlifully copied it from 
the tattered scraps I found. In searchmg for it I 
found that I ivas urong m calhng these my first 
verses — ^though certainly they are the first that de- 
serve the name. I met mth an old lot of twenty- 
three attempts before this, and I dai’e say there 
were more, but I have forgotten them aU Only one 
copy IS among my papers — this contams about a 
hundred hnes to one Chloe, who was the first en- 
slaver of my youthful heart — for, like Sterne, I 
have made it a rule to be always m love with some 
prmcess or other. I will try to decypher these, and 
will send you a copy. I wish I could recall some 
of the others, for they were so finely nonsensical 
that they must have amused you. 
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Thoao on Kelson are not q^mte so bad as I 
expected indeed if I may bo alloired to spook of 
myself as I ironld of others somo of tho lines are 
pretty good and so littlo bayo I improved m the 
art, that I feel conimotis I could not now write 
better than many of them. There are it is tmo, 
many horriblo passages. What can be worie than 
the stupid tmiflm I have made Kelson utter — “ they 
can t bo conquer d who will never yield I This 
IS almost os demonstratively true as the famous 
Imes, tho English fleet you cannot see-— becanso 
they^ro not m sight 1 Sending Mara flying out of 
a port-hole is also vtiry had, though I recollect L 
admired it very much myself at the tnne of wntmg 
I assure you no bard over received such praises 
for the Bublimefft of his ofitmous as I did for theso 
hnes — my poor door mAmma this m raptures with 
every hno — my sarterB almost wore out their fingors 
in copying — and happy wms the visitor who heard 
them recited loss than throe tunes. ATy greatest 
triumph was whom my mother read them to our old 
Irish cook — she melted into tears at that exquisitely 
pathetic stroke — Alas I bravo jSdson ! — and 1., 
felt myidf ns groat a hero ns Obadioh with hlf 
■culhon. However m spito of tho plcasuro it gnvo 
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my motlier, I did somewhat repent lianng shown 
it to her, for some of my schoolfellows carried the 
story to school, and I was there most woefully 
quizzed about IMrs O’Brien the cook I had made, 
too, some temble nhstnkes , for instance, one 
couplet stood origmally thus, — 

And now tlie grappling irons hold them firm , 

Now keel opposes keel^ and yard-ann, arm — ” 

so htfle was I then acquamted with nautical mat- 
ters — ^this my mother coirected One of my 
schoolfellows got hold of a copy, made a few very 
neat alterations, and gave me credit for them , thus, 
one hne he changed to 

The path 'a Inch he has trod, may yox^ tread too ’’ 

In another place he scratched out three or four of 
mme, and mserted — 

There, as great Nelson stood upon the deck, 

A bullet comes and hits him on the neck ” 

In another he made me a present of — 

Blood, flesh, and bones, all o’er the planks are spread — 
Here hes an arm, and there a leg, or head ” 

In another, he facetiously improved upon me with — 

From many a port-hole now hangs off dread Mars, 
Spreading destruction ’mongst the jolly tars ” 

E 
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Agtuii ho corrected mo mtli — 

" But *000 thl* fl«l JUrrd Ntkoo jit/ei did rp»f 
And Kt the FreiKih tame t*gee to let fl j 1 ” 

In nnotbor part — 

“Lord Neleoc fpok* — AIj bdi, I aik of yoo 
TTat ytm jtwr dntj eH to-day do do." 

Again — 

" O trajjic danw, MoD Pooronj I nA 
Yoot trtgie aid for thl* mj traglo taak.” 

And after cuttmg me up m this manner thronghont 
the trhole of it, he conchidoB with — 

“ ^rho can reftae the tribute of their prtlae 
Painten tfaair cannai, or the Mtiae her lay* — 

Or to reward them Haaten, hoQdayi t " 

I forgot nil hi* other correction*. Another I 
recollect wo* thi* — 

“ For bow can they who *ottMM~ninu fight, 

Ly Bojuy/orcrd, vAo tayt tiat it riyAf 
Oppoaa thoae tar*, who, Hke the aont of Greece 
ngbt for thrir iwtad, their better and their th rew f 
WMlkt aoch brmTe feUow* aU tXtir to «*Te 

Cold, bonger thlrat, and * «n aea dokncaa brare " tcc 

Ion may conooiro how I who waa immcthatch 
dubbed fhi po4t ” got roasted for oil till* how 
OTcr I plajctl Toy friend a tnck m kmd thougli I 
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now forget tlie a erses, and turned tlio tables upon 
hun Excuse me this nonsense. I send the 
“ Armeman ” I was serious about the " ]\Iofussil 
]\Iagazine ” 

I 1 ememhei ed to look yesterday for the comet, 
and saw him immediately and distinctly It is a 
little to the southward of the equator, that i';, in 
about a WSAY direction, and has a hazy con- 
fused appearance, somewhat resembhng Pleiades, 
only more dim. Tlierc is a Imge star near him. 



52 


LTTTIIH H 


LETTEIl XL 

JOM 1811 

Ab for the enqrmy you mako after my other 
early ottompts I hnye had a long Beorch for them 
but only two con I find — tho first ComplinmntB to 
Chloo written when, I know not, but I suspect m 
1802 One thing I perfectly recolleot I quote m 
it n Greek orator Lyaias whom I thon know only 
by name Tho sentiment I gave as his, I had 
picked up from a Bchoolfellow and though never 
detected, I found, when I came to road hiB works 
myself that nothing could be more gross than tho 
misroprosentataon I had mado of the orators ob- 
serrution so far from saying what I pnt mto his 
mouth, he speaks of a wicked man, and ohsorvos, 

“ there may be a difficulty In begmmng to praise 
him, but there is none m ceasing to do so " As 
a punishment for this pedonho vurnty of mine I 
fonnd myself well punished when I came to tho 
orators speeches, lEs works contain as tovo^ 
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Greek as I ever 'wisli to encounter ; and, as if there 
had been a fatahty attending him, I had once to 
get by heart, as a punishment for going out of 
bounds, the full half of one of these crabbed ora- 
tions I have detested Lysias ever since 

The other is a ti'ille , which I only send as find- 
mg it wi’itten m my mother’s hand, retuim it to 
me, for I would not lose one scrap of hers on any 
account — ^but enough of my stupid verses 

Did you read the ‘‘ Ode on !Mi’s Kilhgrew ? ” 
Recollect that when I called it “ the finest piece oi 
poeti’y m the Enghsh language,” I gave these as 
\ Dr Johnson’s words — ^it is very far fi’om bemg my 
opimon — or, I think, any one’s else 

“ Alexander’s Feast ” holds the first place with 
me , and even Pope’s “ Ode to St Ceciha,” or any 
of Gray’s or Collins’s, is superior, I thinlc, to this 
favourite of Johnson’s How Johnson could so 
extol it, I am really surprised There are certainly 
some exqmsite passages m it , but there are also 
as many horrible faults ^Tiat can be woise than 
“ made m the last ‘promotion of the blessed , ” 
and somethmg (which I forget now) about a cham- 
ber of words or appurtenances 

Do you recollect my telhng you that some species 



of wood vroTO much better condoctore of Boand thau 
othors? I haTO smco boon hantnig through my 
books for an account of this, and I yosterday found 
it in a paper on tho construction of an lEohan 
harp It thoro says that tho wood of the Linden 
troo IS the moat susceptible of Tibration and that 
tho iounding-bcards of pianofortes are accordingly 
made of it of course there must be plenty of thu 
wood in Calcutta,* I know too that the sounding 
boards of pnlpifs ore made of a porticulap kind of 
wood, but what thus is I cannot inform yoa 

I was determined to recover for you if po«tsibIe 
our obstmate pusile It has given mr brains n 
groat deal of employment this morning but I hnvo 
at length succeededL The proportions that tho 
oblong bears to the square are that it is one-fifth 
loDgor and ono-aixth narrower which make tho 
roperfioies of each exactly equal, IVith these I can 
effect what is required, and send you musters to 
try your skill upon, I hope you have discovered 
the weights f 

* Tb«i lady tD tkliotn thti ww wiitWn, befeig demf h»d wkbin] 
to ucortain nh*t klntii ot wood tn*ww*d UM u eondoctor* oC 

•otmd, IwTbg fotmd » iOMn rod, ph«d ooe tod tb# pi«io 

tad the other to tht trrth, aa rxcrDflil meSma fer bttriri; 
tortropuiPtMl icraode. 
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LETTER XII 


Juno 1811 

I HA^E tlie pleasure to send “ Clarissa Har- 
lowe ” The eight volumes of this, after the tedious 
“ Sir Charles,” vnll he nothing to you 

Recollect that I am to have very fidl remarks on 
each article of the “ ]\Iofussil Magazine ” For this 
pui’pose, I have requested my father, as soon as it 
shall have completely run the gauntlet of Moorshe- 
dahad, to send it hack to you - and you vnll, I hope 
and heg, hestow on it a httle serious attention, and 
teU me what are the faults which yourself and 
others have discovered in each paper Praises I 
enter my protest against, hut for criticisms I shall 
he very much ohhged, and hy these I will try to 
profit m my futm’e essays 

To discover these faults it will not he reqmsite 
to hrmg much of your ingenuity mto play , many, 
however, I douht not, wdl escape you One, for 
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example^ you nmy take as a J)uiil 0 m the anecdofo 
of chcffl, I hare made a gro» blunder , it m not m 
tho situation or in tho playing but m the mnarts 
which procodo as connected with the plavmg — find 
this out if you can — and you eon if you t«Z? ahrays- 
I did not perceiTO my blunder tiH it was tD written , 
and then, rather than scratch out or blot, I let it 
romjun, as the chances are agamst detoebon. This 
is certainly a wrong mode of proceeding but in 
such tnfloa it does not signify 

I most trouble you with a few remarks pour 
eornr d Ihistorre of the Bereral peoes. Tho 
^fobco to Correspondents ttub neceasary to keep 
out of aorapee for I shall be obliged somo- 
bmee to reject what is offered, and as I sKsTl most 
probably know tho authors 1 can m privale state 
to them mv roosons why but if I presume to bo 
puhlidy vntty on their produebons tho most nuld 
will at least rekdiote and others may bo mugru 
I must steer dear if I can, of ginng offence. Hy 
Pre&ce I do not bko — it is too — but I was 

rather pressed for tune when I wrote it, too 

hare seen ports of it before — but I do not behevo 
stoahng from ones self oomes under tbo head of 
plagiar{fm 
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Tlie article oa Ditiuation, I inserted because 
you expressed once a cui’iosity on tbc subject , 
indeed, your amusement and approbation was so 
paramountly my object m startmg the undertaking, 
that bad I been able to show precedent for dcdicat-^ 
ing a magdzmc, I would bare preluded tins mtb 
an epistle m tbe quamt old stylo, " To tbc ryglitc 
noble and excoUauntc Ladie, tbe Dame &c. &c. &c. 
—my singular gude Ladle, and jM!ystrcssc Pation ” 
— “ By ber Honor’s seruaunt bumbbe attc comman- 
demant ” But tbis would bave been agamst all rule 
Tbe essay on Cbai-acteristic Paitiabtics is ratber 
too long-wmded , but, as a Fi’encb TiTiter observes, 
“ I bad not time to make it shorter ” As it 
was, I omitted mucb tbat I migbt ba^ e mserted , 
for mstance, a gentleman wbo was so attached to 
dramatic peiformances, attended them so regularly, 
and bad bis ideas so confined to tbem, tbat m tbc 
yeai’ 1768 be pubbsbed a work, (Ins only one,) the 
title of which I now copy for you fiom an old 
review of tbat year — “ Tbe Dramatic Time-piece, 
or Peipetual Momtor, bemg a calculation of tbe 
length of time every act takes ui tbe perform- 
ance, m all tbe actmg plays of the Theatres-royal 
of Drury-Lane, Covent-Gai den, and Haymarket, 
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OB mmntod from ropeatod obacr rations dunng the 
ocrorso of many year* practice 
Thu gontloman must have been much edified by 
hu Bmgular manner of observing a play as mncli 
perhaps os Jodidmh Barton, who when asked 
what ho thonght of Gamcks acting, had only to 
obsorro that ho spake 347 6^^ words m the course of 
the night op as the cntio m Sterne who when the 
question was pat to him, And how did Garnet speak 
tho speech hut night ? Tory Bogaaouflly answered. 
Ho Bpoko it, an plcaso yonr lordship exactly m 
four minutes and fifteen seconds by my stop-watch 1 
I might also hare menboned a dancing-master 
who caUs the conntry-danco one of tho most re- 
fined and elegant of nH amesomonts ” ATy friend 
Mr W *•*•* would also haro famished me with a 
good paragraplu TThcn he was last hero wo were 
fftnng — os wo generally did — on tho bcantios of 
the Boveral poets he obserrod, that tho finest 
and truest passage he had over met with was tho 
following one from Congroro — • 

" How rTTVend h tho ot thb uH pfe 

"Who*® ancient pD!*™ re«r their ni«rhle bemdi 
To benr iJcft lU irch d *ad pond rooj roof — j 

Bj- iU own w elffhl ■tecdfut and limnoTahlr " 

Tins u certainly excellent and tho whole speech 
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(wlucli IS m the tomb scene m tlic “ i\Ioui'ning 
Bride ”) is very fine — ^but I mndc lura confess tliat 
love of architectm ‘0 had stepped m to the aid of 
love of poetry, however, I difter with Foote, and 
do not think a well-rounded period, or an d-ju epos 
lUusti’ation, is worth offending a friend or oi cn an 
acq^uamtance for Perhaps I ought to have omitted 
the account of Prmce Batluam, as some people may 
say 1 need not have crimmated myself, but tins 
IS slander — “ let the galled jade wmee, oui’ withers 
are unwrung ” The origmal of the Itahan i erscs 
you may find, if you please, in the supplement 
to Lord Teigmnouth’s Life of Sm Wilham Jones , 
they begm, — ‘‘ Gia roseggiono intoino aU’ oriz- 
zonte ” The Persian Invocation to Death, which 
you so justly admu’c, first made its appeai’ance m 
the “ Calcutta Gazette,” m Januai’y 1809 It was 
wi'itten by Molovee Eoom, and a person under the 
signature of Khosha Cheen minted the hterai’y woild 
to send him translations of it ; at the same tune 
giving his opmion, that it might compare in beauty 
with the most celebrated passages of classic anti- 
V- qmty. In consequence, a crowd of translations 
pom*ed m , I wdl give you those only that appeared 
in one paper. H*******’s, however, far excels 
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thorn all and has nerer boon publiahed. Dr Leyden, 
under tho ngnnturo of Mansyoa, n]«o gate a traus- 
labon of it in tho ‘ 3Error ** Thia, without doubt, 
IS oicollcnt but I cannot lay my bauds on it, and 
my memory is trcaohorous. 

Tho anecdote of the Catamaran is, I hope, 
new to you at aD ovents it has nerer been pub- 
bshed. Tho other, about Shah ADum is strictly 
true as to matter of fact. It happened to JXr ***** 
a very short tune ago the dresamg it up was an 
attempt at the potnipous for such, I hear is Hr 
***** s style bnt as I nerer sair hnn, of course I 
cannot bo expected to hare caught his manner 

I will hunt for Dr Leydens translation, but I 
would wager any sum Captain H******* s is better 
The general complamt against AEogatmes is, that 
the first number is good bat that tho folloinng 
ones fall off Admire my ingenuity m aroHlmg tins 
anti-ohmax I hare wntton almost aH tho first 
myttlf and by this means tho second when I shall 
admit tho most of other people s, must excel it I 
am sure you will get mo as many correspondents 
as yon can, Tho son of Charlotte Smith is \ou 
say a poet and by birth he must bo a good ont, 
D*** must ask him to open his strong-bor 
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LETTER XIII 


June 1811 

I don’t Icnow Ilow I came to tallc about asi/mj)- 
totes I referred you to tlic “ Encyclopasdia,” 
forgettmg that it is impossible to undei stand the 
defimtions there given vutbout a veiy tolerable 
knoTrledge of mathematics (If, however, you nm 
youi’ eye over it, you mil, I bchevc, see a ciuuous 
bull Dr Walhs, speakmg of one of these figuies, 
says, “ it IS mo) e than infinite ” I need not add, 
that mathematics have no more right to speak non- 
sense than any other science) But though you 
will not be able to understand its theoiy, I will 
give you a famihar example, which, m my opmion, 
illustrates it, though I have never seen or heard 
it thus adduced — 

^ If a man walks one thousand feet m one minute, 
five hundi’ed m the second, two hundred and fifty 
in the third, and so on, walkmg half as much in 
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each snccoodmg minute if ho should walk Jor eva- 
ho Tnll nerer get through tiro thousand feet 1 1 1 
This IS strange but true you may at once proro 
it by simple addibom I cannot trace out the 
analogy for you but this is an agymptat€ the man 
alirays gets nearer the goal, but neyer can reach it 
though he imlk for erer I 

I hare sent the hues to the iGrror” Tho 
only thing I am offended at is, that the editor 
should have mtended to give mo ns » noighboOT 
that yery stupid felloTr one Argiis, 

I think I told you that my' ntchuxme at school 
iTHS Aekeeo (from a song m Paul and Virginm,- 
irhich happened to please me then, and which I 
contmnally fTttirdsnnp ) I hare therefore aasmnod it 
as my nom-de-gnorre m the Mirror One ng 
nature m as good os another and should any old 
schoolfellow chanoo to see Ackooo ho would not 
fml to recognise mo so that I may bo mdobtod to 
it, one of these days, for a pleasant rcnownl of some 
old acq^umntancc. 


I 
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LETTER XIV 

Julj 1811 

I WILL have tlio papers you -aislicd for copied 
"Rut I cannot offer you tbc originals — and I am sure 
you will excuse me wlicn I tell you wliy. I uci er 
nnte any tlung m tlio shape of verses, &c., that 
I do not make a pomt to send home to ray mother ; 
-and as she is tlie only person tliat sets a value eicn 
on my hanchunting, how can I but ti’y to gratify, 
to the extent of my power, a motlicr so affectionate 1 
You wiU not heheve me — and yet it is the truth — I 
never send a piece to the “ Mirror ” hut with the 
ultimate object of giiing her the pleasure of seeing 

an effusion of mine in prmt — or-propos of wluch, the 

) 

translation m the last “ ]\liiTor ” made its appear- 
ance very unseasonably. Tlie fact is, I sent this to 
Mr B in February last, hut repentmg of it, as 
thinking it not a proper subject for a paper, I wrote 
to him by the foUowmg d^ to tear it up In his 
answer, he requested to be allowed to insert it in 
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hi8 pQpOT Trlion ttcTO THUS A dearth of nen this is 
eo long ago that I had hoped it ttbs forgotten, and 
consoquontljr garo it a place m Taj llngaimo.* It 
Toios mo mncla 2^ot mimj I hope, Trill obeerre 
tho double publication but those Trfao do Trill tlimt- 
I sot a graater raluo than it dosarres on such a 
tnfio. Poll at least must acquit me of thr^ Tiuntp 
I am glad you coincide m opinion Tnth me as to 
the Prtfacc in deed, had yon liked it I should hato 
set yon domi as Trnnting fosta. It has the appear 
once, as you obserre of bemg lahonrtd — and it is 
also ftrt I TTroto it not con amort bat as a task 
I was obliged to get through, and so okod it out- 
mth forced passages that disgusted myself 
I may speak of mysolf if with impartiahty as of 
others therefore I have the plcosuro to say I agree 
with rou m thTnlving Charaotonstical Partiahties 
the best — though by no means good Tho language 
m the beginning is by much too inflated for m 
BtRDce, the tnielhetual Tjaions of tho soul this 
if I am not mistaken, too is a hull or at least 
what rhetonoam term a pltonafoi and rcsomblw 
such pasaages as tho wtal spark of l{fe, ^ 

* A 118 . periodJofcl j iom* papers from %iiWi were pobMied 
mder the titk t)f * Indlm BetnljDbceoce*. 
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iSirY j!kIaG:aznio will, I fear, disappoint von and 1 
more than half repent my rashness You say } <ui 
will he able to discover winch arc my writings iho 
reason is, that they all do most horribly smell of 
the cask — I cannot for the hfe of me liolp intro- 
ducing such a crowd of musty quotations Hut 
before you censm'e tins you must learn Latin ; and 
if yon can prevent yom* thoughts fioni for o\cr 
tm’ning to the evquisite beauties that are to be mot 
with in it, I will never quote a^ain 

By the by, why not learn Latui ? Ladle's learn 
Italian and French, and where, in any authoi of 
these nations, are there to be found such delightful, 
such melodious passages as in Virgil ? ITc the 
lery king of poets' (e^en Homer he has subju- 
gated ) If you would only borrow a gi'amniai* and 
dictionary of me, you would m a month he perfectly 
of my opinion But I have mounted iny hobby- 
horse, and am cantering away furiously enough — 
this IS BO much mine, that I taught my sisters 
Latm, 1 assure you One of them attained a con- 
siderable proficiency, and it is now, she wiates me. 
y her favourite study Another, though she did not 
take to It quite so hindly, yet manages to quote, 
m a letter to my father, no less a personage than 

F 
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Senccfu Tlio tlurd I could make notluiig of — 
einging ** Alim m letm iras the extent of 

her learning AD this is too had, 

I am sorry I have not Johnson s Rassolas — this 
18 a favourite hook of mine Its morahty though 
a httle gloomy m eiceDent and its language m 
spite of all the ahose that has boon throTrn on high 
sounding sontenccfl and frequent antithesis I ad 
miro mnoh Tho opening of the irork gives a most 
Onished specimen of o rounded period — there u not 
one fnoTtf smooth or sonorous, 

I am mnoh obhgcd to you for your nevrs, I am 
•orry Captain H******* is gomg away as I like 
him much Captam C**** who u coming if yon 
do not already knorr him, I think you must like. 
Ho IS the perfect gentleman — of most mild and 
amiable character polished manner no smaD Bliaro 
of sense and learning, and uniTcrsahy liked. 
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LETTER XV 


Julj 1811 

I THANK you very mucli for Hr T ’s and P ’s 
remarks T ’s criticism on the hnes to my mother,** 
IS to mo the highest pi aise I am glad to thmlc my 
Ime^ contum the fervom’ of a lover , tins ferimiir I 
felt, though I did not flatter myself I had expressed 
. it I entu’ely disagree u ith lum ivlien he says any 
species of love can be so u arm as parental , but I 
cannot better express to you my thoughts, and I 
may add, my feelings, on this subject, than by 
quotmg Hannah More — (“ Ccelebs,” vol i p 17 ) 
“ I am persuaded that there is no affection of the 
human heart more exquisitely pure than that which 
is felt by a gi’ateful son towards a mother who 
tostei ed his infancy with fondness, watched over his 
childhood with anxiety, and Ins youth with an in- 
terest compounded of all that is tendei, wise, and 

^ The hnes alluded to 'uere published m the Indian Ke- 
miniscences/’ under the title of Moonlight Thoughts ” 
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pious. And "irliat terms are lofficaentlj" glowmg to 
express grabtndo mth for such affection I 

I return Mrs Grant s poems. I like them very 
much m parts but not cntirelj' Of tho Highland 
ors I admir© most tho description of tho aheahngs 
and all that relates to the Trandenng Pimoo The 
Occasional Poems are I thmk, both good and 
mdifforent. 

By tho Tray there is a poem not to be found in 
this booh^ TThich certainlv appeared in tho first 
edition it TTas entitled Joumoy from Glasgow to 
Laggan. Mrs Grant speaks of it in a letter to 

iliflB O and again menhom it in hor poobo 

list for Lady C 

“ And llrit the plajful Tiried ky 
I to chest the londr way 
(TVWk froMD winter cMD d my femoy ) 

ThOTfh chiefly meant to ploMe my Nenoy *• 

I like Monduth rery much tho opisodo of 
Monfolt IS beautiful and I also highly ndmiro Mrs 
Grant for her admirablo statement of tho Osiian 
controrersT it is indeed, oxtromcly forcihlo and 
well written I tlunl-. Indeed how enu I think, 
othorwiso when sho lias been to pennUe as to fall 
in proeisoly with my own wrw opinions ? 
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Will you oblige me by lending me now “ Scliillei ’s 
Plays I am, you see, gomg to ti’ouble you for 
your whole hbiary by degiees 

I shall go away on I^Ionday mornmg, and hope 
on my retmm to find you will have deiT-\ ed benefit 
from the trial Pray do not despair , let your 
mmd assist the meicury,* for many ascribe great 
effects to this aid I am sorry it mil so much con- 
fine you, but tve must take coui’agc — I say tue, for 
it will be much less youi piivation than ouis, but it 
is also for our benefit too So mslimg you every 
success, I remain, &c 


* Which had been recommended for hei deafness 
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Julj 181L 

I PBBTEOTLT agToe With jou m yonr opinion of 
Clanwa,” and of the want of tasto and jndgmcnt 
of thoee who would have had Richardson mate a 
inoro oheorfu] dSnowmeni in my opinion it is not 
ffufficaently melancholy Clanaaa • death is ndmir 
ably drawn and thero not ono stroke of impra^ 

I mont CO old haro been added but Lorolaco s is 

yon obserro extremely faulty —the making him 
fall m a duel la by no moan* distribntmg poctn. 
josboo. It senously too affects tho moral of the 
work for Ricliardson should not tmjdy as ho doc^ 
that tho Ticca of Lovelace aro to ho avoided bccau^ 
they bnng down tho rctrihutiou of offended friends. 
Ho ought rather to havo dwelt only on tho punish- 
ment that they brmg to thomsolrcj and in painty 
mg tho guilty horrora pf rcproachmg consaenco 
and tho terrors of iipproaclung tho trihanol of nn 
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offended Deity, he ivould liaic given a far more 
beautiful, more mtcrcstmg, and more morally im- 
pressive portrait than lie has 

There are tivo conclusions, that, bad be adopted 
either, I should have adimrcd In the one, Lovelace 
might have been toi n n ith a thousand contending 
emotions, between repentance for his ciime, and 
hbertmism ti'ying to make lum palhate it ; a fever, 
dehi'ium, oi other cmcumstances, might come to the 
aid of the foimer, and brmg on a smeere and im- 
pressive reformation , the letters wi’itton in which 
state of mmd would have been deeply interesting 
In the other, Lovelace might strive to conquer his 
accusing conscience, and to dissipate it by travel 
and gaiety , but Ins effoi ts should aU be fi uitless — 
every thmg should sei ve but to recall his offences — 
and he should at length bo woiked up mto such a 
paroxysm of acute suffering by the goadings of Ins 
memory, that he should, in a fit of horrible despair, 
curse himself, and put a period to his existence 
Either of these would have been made, by Rich- 
ardson’s pen, moi al and mterestmg , but at present 
^ there is much to censure Lovelace, had he not 
J been called to an account by Colonel Morden, would, 
I tlunk it IS fair from his letters to conclude, have 
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conquered liu gnef and ^ght twinges of ropent 
anc8 And cyen Im death is by no means mtorest- 
ing Ho certainly repents but not eiiffiaently 
and Ins one day s suffering can hardly be called 
what ho terms it — ejepiation 

By the by I dislito the character of Lorelace 
rery much. It sorres, I thmk to do much more 
harm than goodL A man so profligate should not 
haye been drawn m such otherwise fosanatmg 
colours and aboTO all committing the cnmci be 
does he should not be made, at the same moment 
to express his thorough bohef of the enstenco of a 
ProTidence. This behef and thewo crimes, are uh, 
oompetible Of what use is conyietion of the exist 

once of a Deity if it can possess the nund in com- 
mon with the greatest deprayity f This is impossible 
— gmlt and scepticism must bo msoparablo for Is it 
to be coocoiTod that a man con deUTiomtoIy do that 
which ho IS connncod must consign him to oror 
lasting pcrdibon f Excuse all this my pen gene- 
rally runs away with me — poor judgment lags after 
with a Tcry alow pace. 

The next number of the ilaganno shall bo witU- 
vou m a few dajs The followmg is the bill of 
faro — from this you mar if you can, guess at the 
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natiu'c of tlie dislics, but make due allots ance for 
tlie inexperience of tlie cooh — 

Oa Anagrams ” 

Joximal from Mangalore to Senngapatam ’ 

On the Eloquence of Silence ” 

Castmg of Buonaparte’s Natmt^ ” 

Cunous Error of Dr Ashe's ” 

Reply to the Criticism on Thomson ’’ 

Ode of Hafiz, nith tianslation ” 

To Suspense ” 

To the Memory of an Infant ” 

Sonnet of Scarron’s, translated ” 

The Premised Peimrd ” 

To a Lady smging ” 

Two Songs from Rungpore ” 

A Mdlle Orme ” 

Epigramme ” 

Verses by Garrick on I\Iiss 'Wilton ” 

(Never before pubhshed ) 

r ** 

Perhaps sometlnng more, if necessary to fill up 
the sheet I will wiate more in two or three days 
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J(ute 1811 

I HAVE finiflhed and sent in to my father tho 
second J^nnibor of the Hofhssfl lla^aona I 
need not point out to yon the author* of any other 
pieces than that To the Memory of an Infant 
and Reply to the Cnticism both Captain, 
n******* 8 and the Two Songs from Rang 
pore ” both Mr Manning *,* Of the author* of the 
other* yon are not ignorant 

I forgot to monbon, what m mdoed Buffiacntly 
ondont of itself that the Journal from Manga 
lore to Senngapatam is also Captain II******* *. 

I will give you a few obscrmboita that occur to mo 
on tho content* of this Number In tho Letter on 
Anagrams I havo made a tomblo mistake In one 
of rav qnotabons I speak of thoughts that bum^ 

* Tb« GUniw twi fEw mrodockcd la laiatb* 

I-irttfT*. 
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and 'ssords that glow.” Ilanug scarcely any boolcs 
of poetry here, I am ohhged generally to tru‘'t to 
memory, and here it has proied woefully trea- 
cherous I just now recollect that I hai c murdered 
tins very beautiful Ime : it occurs, I think, m Grab's 
“ Progress of Poetry,” and ought to bo, if I am not 
agam wi'ong, “ thoughts that h) eathe, and n ord^' 
that hian” There is a wide difference Piai 
have the goodness to examine the original, and 
malce the necessary correction with j our penknife 
iMy brams must have been sadly conglomerated 
when I made so stupid and flat a mis-quotatioii 
In this paper I am rather ashamed of myself for 
havmg the vamty to hitch in my two anagrams 
among so many other good ones , however, at this 
vamty you must only smile 

Cajitam H****‘’***’s Jornmal will be concluded 
in the next with a pretty piece of poetry. The 
paper “ On Silence” I do very much repent of 
I wish I had loved my subject a httle more, and 
studied more its practice than theory. It is veiy 
much too long, and wfll, I fear, be thought dry 
^ the fact is, when I began to write it I mtended to 
confine myself to five pages, and had in my foul 
copy only this quantity , but the subject grew upon 
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mo lu I TTPoto and I conld not withTtand the temp- 
tation of m*ortiiig tho exampka of it that rectored 
to my momory I tths led airay olmoBt withoct 
bomg aware of the length mto which I had etrayed- 
Ilowoyep this nhall be tho last time of my thns 
offending in futnro I will not commence upon a 
subject of this nature and two aheeta shall henwv 
fonrard be the extreme limits aDowed to any paper 
of my oiom 

'When yon como to my tranalabon from Virg3 
you must not moTe Dryden from tho shelf — sndi 
comparing la by no moons fair To try tho good- 
ness of o candle s hght, it most not bo hold in tho"" 
sunshine. 

Bnonaparto s Nativity Cost, m somerrhat cn 
nous -whence I got it I do not now remombor but 
I found an extract of it among my paper rubbish-^ 
most probably from some periodical work. 

Captain H******* s reply to my enbemn m 
tho last has not m tho least made mo alter my 
opnuom IdoDOt,mdecd think hia nrgumcnti touch 
npon, much less affect tho quosbon in agitation. 
Ho merely expresses on admirabon of the general 
beanbes of tho cpisodo and this I fed cquaDy I 
hope with hnnsclf hut it was not Thomson person 
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ally, or tlic episode generally, tliat I so pie- 
sumptuons as to attack, butIncrcl^^ tlic graniinatical 
construction of one sentence, and of tins I conic^s I 
spoke someirliat confidently, ns not llnnking tlici o 
could be trro opinions on the subject : but tlu" 
decided tone ivas certainly lery in’ong. I only 
quoted tlie part I objected to, for ndiat precedes or 
follows IS irrclcTant to tlic subject. 

Tliomson meant to say, undoubtedly, “ bo '•an 
her cbai'mmg — but lie saw not half her ebarm^!, for 
as many more were concealed by licr modc'^t;^ ’ 
But m expressmg tins more tersely be has obscured 
'■^e sense , and m saymg, “ lie saw not half tlio^e 
ebarms sbe concealed^ be bas in my opinion com- 
mitted a solecism , — ^for tbe inference is plain fi oni 
tins, that “ be did see a part of wbat was con- 
cealedf wbicb is certainly a hull But wliat of tins 
so trivial an error cannot be said to detract from 
tbe beauty of Tbomson’s poeti’y. 

I ought, accordmg to custom, to insert a rfcjoindcr 
m tbe next Number, but tbis I am unwdbng to do , 
not that I am afraid, but tbat I should seem to 
^ stand on a bad ground Cap tarn H****^*^ de- 

clares tbat be bas undertaken tbe defence of the 
passage from a love of the poet, and I could not 
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theroforo reneir my attack on it “ffitliout Beaming to 
bo aotnatod by dialike to him — a snppoeition I Tronld 
not hare ontortained on any acconnt As to any 
pretensions to cnbcal aenmen I care very httlo 
abont giving up them bnt I do care very mnoli 
abont being snpposed to be so utterly wanting in 
taste as not thoroughly to feel and enjoy Thomson s 
exquisite beantiee- I hare stiD, thgut: Heaven 
the mind to taste the nerve to feel I os Anna 
Matilda says and I inll not let this be doubted 
by renewing an attack eren against a twni of this 
poets. I like Captam H******* for defending so 
admirable a writer and I do wish Tory much ho- 
could convince me that I am wrong as I hare 
written to him. 

The quotations he makes Jtom the episode are 
very beaubfol but stilh I think, impartially that 
they do not contain any argument on the sohjoct 
I shall be glad to hear you differ from mo. Pray 
let me lliiTO your opimon, for I wish much to change 
mmo. 

The Ode from TTn^ is the lar-fiuned taia bu 
toia non bu non, I have been obliged you wiD ' 
porccivo to hare recourse to my portfolio for my 
bram has produced nothing for tho lost two months 



LETTER XVII 


79 


Indeed, the muse never visited me but as I sate 
deeply cogitatmg over “the midnight od,” and now I 
am obhged to go to bed early (which I detest) that 
I may he up before dayhght to make mdigo all the 
mormng, which completely unfits me for the rest of 
the day for thinking, readmg, or wiutmg , so that 
the muse has flown away m disgust, and I shall not 
oven attempt to recall her before October next, when 
I_hope a few smiles at Cossimbazar will lure the 
young lady back 

I must have tired you with so much scribblmg 
Pray have the goodness to favour me with the obsei- 
lations that may occm* to you , and in spite of my 
motto, do not spare ciiticisms, I am certam they 
will be hberal and judicious, and I shall therefore 
be very much obhged to you for them, and will try 
to profit by your lemaiks 

Last month you were very sparing m this article, 
winch was bad You are the only person who will 
condescend to teview the work, and ought not 
therefore to disappoint me Indulgence I ha^ c cer- 
tainly a light to expect from others, but fiom you 
I beg only ^ov justice, and tins, if you plea''e, ivitli 
‘jomc scicrity — for it is necessary I should some- 
where haic a curb, or I know not vheie my pre- 
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sumption might lead mo Ercuso this scrawl, and 
attnbnto the trouble I give you, not to me, but to 
your oiun good-naturt. I must hayo no slight 
opmion of this when I yonturo to tax it so much 
Pmy let me hare not only your own obsorvationB 
on the lingaime but also any that you may hear 
from others. 
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July 1811. 

t Asi very milcli obbged to you foT your endea- 
vours to enroll ]Mi’ p**#*#* among tlie conti’ibu- 
tors to the Magazme I expect very much ft’om 
him The difficulty he expresses of satisfying him- 
^elf, 'Will ensui’e pleasm’e to his readers He ■who 
IS easdy satisfied ■will never excel I shall be very 
glad to receive liis aid ; for, to fill my ten sheets, I 
am now obhged to scribble much more, and ■Rith 
less consideration, than I ought 

I am very much gratified by that part of your 
letter wluch relates to my father I was somcwliat 
afraid that he might not hlco my wasting my time to 
expose myself by scribbhng nonsense However, the 
time I gn c up to it is not taken from any better cm- 
^ ployment I am hard at work at my indigo from 
early niornmg to sunset , and only the ci eirnigs ai e 
for recreating myself m wilting letters, and compos- 
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ing jejune esBajiL I will spure no efforta to preTnil 
on my father to contnbxrto, I Imre alrendy fre- 
quently made the request, and TnD eontmuo to do bo 
until I succeed — of ttIucIi I haro strong hopes. He 
has a groat fund of anecdote irhich ho can, if Jio 
please, dispense m a Tory happy manner and it is on 
this I hope to draiT He is not noir in the habit of 
composing, but when young did ao inth much sue 
cees, I have by acadent soon bortioultTiral and va 
nous other papers of his remarkably well written 
but I am afraid I shnll not persuade him to renew 
onffiiud efforts. Ho has, too had his poetical 
draughts but these he keeps mnolably secret 
and will, I much fear not be prevailed ogam to sip 
of the Pierian sfrcairL I shall certainly make every 
effort 

ity father misunderstood mo when ho said 
M**** had promietd mo any thmg Ho has 
promised the Rungporo Club a song and this 
M******* has promised to forward to me 

I am Borry I have not Hmnos Essays or 
would nnmodiatelv send them. Ton trust thmr 
perusal will do you no harm and I am roodv to 
answer for it they will not Hume has attempted 
to conceal tho snake beneath the fairest flowers 
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but his sophisti’y, though veiled in the most con- 
summate eloquence, vnll not escape yom* penetra- 
tion. And though his propositions are advanced 
with all the elegance of language, and his argu- 
ments have the most specious semblance of tiuth, 
yet yom’ judgment, I am sui’e, will not be misled 
You will detect the fallacy of his premises, and 
perceive the abyss — the horribly impious conclu- 
sions which would necessarily be deduced from 
such premises, were the truth of them admitted 
These conclusions, it is time, are not drawn m the 
Avi’itmgs of these sceptical philosophers — and herem 
13 them grand art , they are too wary to advance 
what the unpi epared mind would revolt at , they 
loiow that “ no one zs impious hut by degrees , ” 
they, therefore, with great mgenmty, hi mg forward 
specious arguments, which ai’C so much dashed with 
ti’uth, as to be implicitly beheved by many , and 
there they leave their readers, who, if they are con- 
vinced by what they have perused, ai c obhgcd to 
foim such conclusions as fix them, m the end, in 
confiimed atheism, (if atheism bo possible) And 
’ this hai mg boon apparently the work of their own 
minds, has a stiongcr hold, than had the same 
deductions been pomted out to them by othci s 
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Whom 70T1 do read Hume b EasayH rood after 
them, if yon can procure it, Dr Beattie t admired 

Eisay on Truth. It is the most masterly and 
complete refutation of the sophistry of Hume and 
others that iras ever penned , and, at the same 
timo, it iM more elegantly and eloquently written 
than the worts to winch it is a reply and this u 
saying rery much for it. 

I have it not now but when I read it, and that 
18 some years sinoe I was never so dehghtdd with 
any work m my hfo, I have it still strongly nn 
pressed on my memory and I should like much to 
re-peruso it. After refuting most completely the 
error he breaks out mto a most doguont and justly 
indignant strain at the cruel tendency of tbolr 
doctnnec. I cannot recoHeet tho words, but I 
remember well tho spirit of thorn is this — Bat 
let ns turn to tho fruits of this doctnno let 
ns BOO what it hath given, what taken from ns. 
Picture to yourself a heart most toiidcT]^ ahvo 
to every sensation nnagmo it suffering under 
incurable anguish- — pierced with disappomtmont s 
sharpest itings— rocked with dtsoaso — pmmg under 
the oppressors unfeeling scourge — chilled with 
poverty — uroolaced by friends — hi solitary misery 
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— nothing hut a firm ti'ust m Providence, and the 
certam hope of a day of retribution, can save it 
from the keenest agomes of despair Yet, with 
tins hope, it sustains itself agamst the accumulated 
evils, and smdes on its suffermgs 
' And do those base miscreants with sacrilegious 
hands dare to snatch from them this the last resort, 
the last refuge of the miserable Would they m- 
humanly rob them of the only comfort that stdl 
cheers their existence, and which has smwived the 
utmost ravages of mahee, misfortune, and tyranny I 
Say, did the pure tenets of Chi’istiamty ever destroy 
•the peace of vu’tuous retu’ement , has it disturbed 
the tranqudhty of innocence, deepened the gloom 
of sorrow, added one pang to the bed of the dymg, 
or aggravfited the horrors of the grave ? No ! 
ye ti'aitors to human kmd — never ! 

Ye murderers of the human soul, how can you 
answer it to your hearts, that you have destroyed 
the only solace of the distressed , and what have 
you gu on them m its room ^ Nought of comfort on 
this side the grave — and beyond, only — despair I 

If the consideration of tins awaken not m you 
the kcciicbt pangs of remorse, then is eicry gene- 
rous feeling m jou cxtmgmshcd, and the nio'^t 
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diabolical «iiitimenti5 hare oBtirpod thair room 
Look, demon* 1 on tbe misery yon hare caused, 
and satiate your mfernal joy m exoltmg ona* the 
nromodiablo sufferings and dreodfol despair of your 
Tiotuns I 

I hare not done jusfaco to the eloquent and nn- 
presaive author but irhen you road the irork I 
am certmn you Trill jom Tnth mo m admiration of 
his animated and soothing stnun. 

Humo 8 pnaopcl attack is on the rairac^CT 
recorded m Scripture and by insisting on the 
unpoesibihty of a rerolotion m nature ho loads 
us to beheve that nature, or matter is lelf-actiog 
and cannot recerro any foreign impulse which, of 
course is eqnal to a denial of the oustonco of the 
Deity But to me, I confess, his arguments appear 
cAtidisA for oBowing that chance not Prondeneo 
roles orery thing then is not a rorolation equally 
or indeed more probable than that bcautifal order 
of nature, which is in itself domonstrotiTo of a 
Snpremo Ruler f And If a Deity do preside then 
to say that to stop is more difficnlt for him than to 
continue any motion is certainly tho Tory height 
of absurdity and not tBl tins absurdity bo done 
away or until it bo proTod that tho regular course 
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of nature is less mii’aculoiis than its aberration, will 
I subscribe to these doctrines 

But I have — selon mon ordinaire — been prosing 
away at a tremendous rate You wdl perhaps be 
sui’prised to bear me broach such orthodox opuuons 
After bm'lesquing Isaiah,* I ought not to quarrel 
nuth Hume — ^but the fact is, I am rehgiously gii^en 
at times, and a httle fastidious m my behef, m 

spite of Mr , the Clnef Secretary At all 

events I am safe with you , foi a female unbehever 
IS a kind of monster that nothmg should malce me 
beheve could exist Llilton’s Sm, being represented 

a woman, is not half horrible enough. But of 
other matter I know nothing of M******* or 
M****’s commg down, and S*** you must not 
always rely on — lie is apt to be poetical That 
Campof mil come, cannot be expected , though, 
could you get luni mto yom’ house, it would add 
a fen years to his hfe 

I send you the httle thing I yesterday showed 


^ IFo refers to ti pnrocly of Virgil’s Pollio , ” the object of 
''hicli A\*ns misapprehended b^ a friend The abo\e verses ^\e^e 
published in the \ olume of “ Indian Eommihcenec^ ’’ 
t Ahbro\ntion of the name of an old fnend of abo\e eighty 
% oar-5 of age 
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yoTU The quofations I may os woH tranilate for 
you they are — If you have knoTm any thmg 
bettor than these fiurly impart it^ — (Horace.) 

Every thing unknown posses for irabliiDe. — 
(Proverb.) I have no great opinion of this tnflo 
whidi 18 proved by my not having shown it yon 
before I send vou a more rcspectablo pcco as o 
compomon to it. It is a translation of on odo 
written by Gray m the Alps.* The original is 
beftutiful and it is a very groat pity he neror gave 
a version of it hnnsolf. I hopo you will hko thl^ 
for it pleases my own fancy (I have used the 
Lfltm word atmm m preference to citron 
wood ” as more poetical.) 


* Pub&iifd hi " InSm Rendnkrtnert." 
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LETTER XIX 


Julj 1811 

What you say of , reminds me of an 

anecdote of a young officer, ttIio observed of the 
Duke of Mai'lborougli, after the battle of Blenheim, 
that he nas a very pretty man “ And are you not 
^.pretty fool for givmg lum such an epithet'”’ said 
an old general who heard this Pray remember 
me to ]Mi’ H***^**’* , I am happy to hear that he 
IS pleased with the paper on Silence The songs 
from Rungporc I thinlc, with good, and I 

am obliged to him for liking the paper on Ana- 
grams I thank you for telhng mo that, in youi 
“Ashe’s Dictionary,” the mistake about “ cmmiud- 
gcon”*^ does not occur, but this only proies that the 
Doctor discos ci cd the blunder, and silently rcctided 
, It in the sub'icquent editions In the first, this 

Ronnrks on the mtstato ulludcd to, formwl n paper in tlic 
‘ Iiulun Konunibtoncc^ 


11 
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mistake cortamly oocrored I am Bnre of my fact 
and indeed the omnsion of Unknown Coireapon- 
dont^ proTca iho correction made by Dr Ashe, 

By the by this authority whiidi I>r Johnson 
girea as anonymons, ho recorred from the Gentlo- 
man s ilagatme. He was you know a constant 
imter m it, and when the otymology of any word 
punled lum, he frequently asked for asaiatance m 
this itagaime, m the form of a query and it was 
m reply to one of these that somebody — most pro- 
bably Dr Beggo — fayonred bun with this. In tout 
Selections from the Gentleman s ilagaimo ” yon 
will find this otymology given, hot thero is ^ 
account there of Dr Ashos blunder this I dis- 
covered m the manner I haye related two or three 
years ago, I am obliged to you for your exertions 
m my farmtr and if yon can persuade Mr r***** 
to lend mo Ins Bid you will have achioyod much for 
mo ho must have plenty of spare time — there is 
nobody without it You say I ought to exert my 
mteregt moro m Bcrhamporc it is jmpossiblo to do 
so I haye imttcn to every ono I could tboro 

did not escape mo, though I do not oxp|^^ 

any thing from him. Ho m a very ploosont 
lently-tempcred young roan but I do not su«pcct 
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him of ever having been giulty of an attempt at 
composition , he reads everlastmgly, hut chiefly, if 
not ■wholly, novels, and the extent of his attic- 
pleasant) les, IS the now and then committing a 
good piin. I know he ■will not lunte for me, 
though he is so good-natured, he would, I tlunk, 
do any thmg else 

I do not mtend to lose my hold of Captam 
H*’’*^^*** when he leaves this, mdeed, I expect 
fui thcr aid, from his promismg to exert himself in 
procurmg conti'ibutions from Dmapore I have 
sevcial promises, but fulfilment is slow A few 
favom’s I have received from unknown friends , but, 
alas' I haie been obhged to assume my cditoiial 
picrogativc of putting a veto on them Tlus is 
rather an mipleasant part of my office, and i equu'es 
no small ingcnmty to steer between gnmg offence, 
and keeping my Magazme in pioper tone How- 
ever, you may lest assm’od, that when I do i eject, it 
IS because it is absolutely necessary , — not a particle 
of meiit shall escape me 

Unless I got a little moic assistance my baik will 
run aground vciy soon , as it is, I know not vvitli 
whit to fill my next Xumber I ‘set out ^o hastily 
and iinprovidcntly, that 1 have not the lea*'! pro- 
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Vision in store and my brain Mill shortly, 1 foar 
proiegi my drc{fts Indeed, I hnve novr little timo 
to spare for mdigo occnpies a largo portion of my 
tune and translating papers about abominablo 
smngglod goods, takes np much of the remainder * 
A little I giro to the pleasnro of eorreajwndonee 
and eating drinking and sleep seme on tho rest 
However I Trill not despair but fight it out stoutly 
to the last 

Excuse this long ngmarolo — but I always write 
all, and exactly what I thml to you. 

I have recerred tho books &a and thanL you for 
them. Captain words cortnmly imply^^ 

hmiflelf to bo the author his at present too 
promises to send yon tho remamdor at a future 
tune I shnTI lAo to see thorn much for I expect 
good from hrm from your THting what you Iian 
seen of hnu. From tho four Imos ho did send, of 
course no judgment could bo formed any more 
than judging of a house by a couple of bncks hut 
I liked them and anticipate a very good poem from 
lus translation. 

* Hb fktbtrr ww poJlfCtor of eoMota* at Moonbfdabad, a 
h%b and kmutr* *hTjatloo te tte ehU ierTk* cf tba Ifoow 
aUo Eatt Iitdla Compafij 
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I congi’atulate you on your Eui’ope letters. I am 
son’y to say I liave yet received none 

The present ram appears extensive, but I am 
^ twenty miles off It will do me much good if I 
have a shai'e m it I forgot to tell you that I chs- 

covered Ivlrs trick last mght I take 

credit, as I did it on pi inciple — ^by calculation 
I give myself much credit for havmg formed 
of j\Ii* piccisely that opimon you have ex- 

pressed — that IS, that he is possessed of vei y con- 
siderable abihtics, with a icry considerable con- 
sciousness of them I am sm c I should hke him 
_jpuch wore I acquainted with him , a httlc i amty 
or eccentricity senes to heighten the pleasure of 
intercourse, and adds amusement to mstruction 1 
did pciccive a little of the v resist jhihty jou men- 
tion, peeping out, and though I did not sec vou 
smile, can ncll conccne you did so inwardly I am 
^cry much obhged to you foi haiing lent him tlie 
l^Ia ga7mc I ha^ e gn on you a A'ery gi cat deal of 

trouble about tins, and am ically ashamed of my- 
sell foi it, although ;^om good-nature chooses to 
’ sa;\ thei c has been none 

I had onl\ an opportunity of ‘=aaing half-a-do/en 
nouK to 31r J,c. «,(oppmg into hi'' 
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^0 oipreas my liopo that I should shortly 
hoar from him and to this ho called out as ho ■was 
driTmg airay All m good time. So that I ex 

poet xery soon to bo fayourod mth a letter from hniL 
The next Number of my Alogaime u scarcely 
begun yet, I havo been delaying my oim exer 
tions m hope® of reownng ample aid but scarcely 
any has yet como and I am afraid I wbaTl find it 
difficult to fill the prescribed number of aheots I 
haTo to make many apologies for not haymg rophed 
to your letter yesterday hut I iraa obliged to go 
OTQT to Hyrampore Trhioh I did, and retumod 
thence m tho same way os to Colcaporo and back^ 
and tha has knocked me up so much that I ecarccly 
know what I wnte. Tour good-itaturo u so invm- 
able that I do not bcsitato to giro you a httlo 
trouble now and then Pray obbgo mo by looking 
out m tho Encyclopjedia” tho article Abraca 
dabra, and if as 1 suspect you find there two 
T^im Tcrses, pray copy thorn for mo with author s 
name, if mentioned, I want this for a paper I 
Jmxn somo thos^^hts of writing on noso-bicedmg 1 1 
— or rather on tho euro of it 
’Tis tho witching hour of night when churdi 
yards yawn," — Adieu I 
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August 1811 

You promised, at youi’ leisui’e, to give me youi’ 
opimon of jYo 2 Pray do tliis, and spare not 
•wliateier you think desemng of censui’e. I hope 
you will like the papei on Silence, because it cost 
jiie some ti’oublo, and it vnll be hard to find I hai c 
wasted my time jYo 3 inll be lery scanty I 
intend giiing a scries of Ictteis on the difieient 
kinds of false vit , and, for this pimpose, shall treat 
ni this of chronograms In my subsequent nuin- 
bcis, puns, aciostics, bouts-rnnes, centos, ciainbo"? 
iiddlcs, &c &c shall each haie a letter If any 
thing good in any of these t^ubjects occuis to ;\ou 
pi ay ':cnd it to me 

Yon iccollcet I spoke ‘'Oinenhat *=hghtingh of 
^ Ilanulton I did thi<!, because I nas at that 


3^ 


or ihc Ix'foro lefomnl (o 
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timo employed m cinti««ng a terrible blonder of 
hors, 'W’hicb yon 11111 see m No 3 but pray do not 
thint 80 ill of mo as to soppose I tbmV iH of her 
She 18 the most elegant writer of the present day 
male or female I am never tired of admiring her 
beftahefl her Modem PliilosophCTB and " lafo 
of Agnppma are above all praise yet I Imvo 
Tentnred to cntioise an error she has committed 
No name ought to shield a rmstale and to detect 
maoeuraciee wherover they may occur is laudable. 

I hope YOU think so and wiH acqmt mo of the 
slightest degree of nmleTolencc, 

For No 4 I have a captol artido in cnbasin r 
bnt it will bo timo enough to speak of this a month 
hence. I have had no time to attempt on oasa^ 
and have put it off till too late hoping somo corre- 
spondent might favour mo with one but no one 
seems to lito wntmg prose except mr fnond Cap- 
tam H******* the romamdor of whoso Journal I 
shall insert m this number 

Your Mickles Lusiad,” I have kept a very 
long tnno indood, I havo only as yet read one 
volume Sporting magannes and newspapers arc 
just now my deepest reading vet I am going to 
ask you to lend mo another hook. 1 wont some 
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light reading, and know of nothing more entertain- 
ing than Drake’s “ Literary Hours ” Will you 
have the goodness to send it to me ? Have you 
read Dallas’s “ Morlands ? ” I have them, and 
shall have much pleasure in sendmg them to you. 

It IS now pouting in toiuents — a horrible gloomy 
day ; and my thoughts always keep pace with the 
weather, so that I had better conclude. 
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Aagmt 7811 

As yon think the Sonnet tolerahlo it shall bo 
DBwrted m this Nnmber for we must not bo too fos- 
tidions. The other peco u in an infinitely botta* 
Btyle, The y^tfeo is smooth, and fipoquently pleasing 

but, alas I 1 see Mr can never aspiro higher 

than mysolfi It is but poor praao to be wlm 
Johnson calls ono of the gentlemen who wnfe witl 
easo-” If you do not rccoHeot the passage I must 
quote you a httio explanatory epigram — 

* They -WTlte with f«w to ihow thdr breedlnffl 
Bat eatj writing^ itTijiU rt«dbig ** 

I had not a tumhlc, as yon fear tho night I left 
CoSBunbaiar hnt the road was torriblo and I 
conid oiato your pity by detcribhig tho pcr3i I 
encountered by flood and field. Certainly as 
yon obacTTo, the eonnd nap was m more danger 
than the gay fancies. 
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I am obliged to you for thinkmg tbe “ Mofussil ” 
worthy of being sent to Calcutta. Mr S***** is, 
as I hope, as good-natured as youi’self ; m this is 
my only security agamst criticism; mtrmsic merit is 
out of the question, and I shall not be so unpobtic 
as to show it, but to kind friends 

Drake’s “Literary Hours,” I thank you for 
Dallas’s “ Morlands ” I do not think particularly 
good, but certamly worth reading, had you not 
already done so I have i ead his “ Percival,” 
“Aubrey,” and “EAights,” all which I admu’e 
moda atdy Ho wiates in a pleasing manner, but 

" has many supei lors, I think, in his line 

Ton will he suijirised at an article in Ho 4 
of the “ ilofussil” (if It hve so long) about the 
“ Morlands,” wdiicli is pi ofe^sedly an original work , 
yet I have now before me a French book, from 
Avlnch the one-half has been stolen , — not mei ely a 
line or a thouglit here and there, but a whole 
■volume, word foi wordD This is teirible, Avho 
could have expected Mr Dallas to have com- 
mitted such a theft What is sm pri‘?ing, none of 
the a /ties ha"! e detected him ! p * • ♦ * discovered 

the gio^s plagiansm a week or two ago m acci- 
lUiitalh picking up a worm-eaten ■volume of French 
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tales. The original la L© Lord unprompta,” By 
IL Cftiotto. 

The noyd called ^ Home I met inth at Patna 
but not knowing the author and not liking to enter 
on four or Bro roltunee at a renturo 1 did not read 
it hut if I again fall in with it, I wiH do bo mune- 
diately ainoo jon admire it. The role I have hud 
down for mjaelf — onlj in norels — is not a bad one 
I neror take up one nnleas I know tho author or 
hare recerred a rocommendation, Bj this I maj 
sometimes lose a httle ainnsement, hut it certnmlj- 
prerentff my reading much to waste. 

I haro recoired some moro song* &tnn Rnngpor^ 
Mr Manning has at length, very nnoipoctodljr 
obtained leave to trarol thftragh Bootan — bo u to 
set off m a week, Jl»«**«* howoror toU* mo ho 
him strong doubts of bis bomg able or wiUmg to 
proceed fortbor he has learned scarcelj' any thing 
he sajs, of the language. 

Ton win bo pleased to hear that I have at length 
good hopes of M**** He wntos — ^If rt wore 
hot one-thonsandth part os much m mj- power as it w 
in my inclination to contriboto&.c. — that is, youknow 
tho rest — I once saw a renew with extracts from 
Lord Valontia ■ Travels, from which it appeared 
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to me that his work reqmi’ed much correctiou from 
some one who has hved longer m the country, and 
knows better than his lordship I wish you would 
^ ascertain this pomt, and if I am right, tarnish his 
^ lordship’s tmsel with a few di’ops of your best critic 
acid, and if you can procure the book” (which of 
com’se he shall have immediately) “ for my perusal, 
and I find Lord Valentia trippmg m the natm’al 
history part, as I have reason to think he does, 
from lus talkmg of Ilymnas m Calcutta, and saying 
that no one m Bengal knew that the JBe^ inda pro- 
duced castor-oil, tiU he made the discovery, &c. &c 
— why, I will fm’msh you with a botamcal rod for 
his loi dship ’ ” 

Of coiiise I know hotter than to inteifere. 
M**** shall flog his loi dship entirely by himself, 
and, with his vit and knowledge, I would not he 
poor Loid Yalcntia for any thing I know M^**^*^ 
so well, howcAcr, that I shall not be sm prised at lus 
1 csolutioii “ oo7ing out of the palm of his hands,” 
before lie gets the book , and yet, if there bo a sub- 
ject he vill wi’ilc upon con amoic, it will be tins. 
y tSueh cri oi s cm age him. At all ei ents, hai ing once 
tuoird him, I expect lei^ much You max he sure 
1 ‘'hall now icdoublc nij clfoits in that quarter 
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1811 

I AM Tery BOiry to hear of these headaches for 
as I am fireqoently troubled inth them myidf I 
knenr hoir much they annoy — for there is nothing 
worse, I am BO often attacked, that my mode of 
operationa m completely systematic. I adopt a 
method — one part of winch I am snro no doctoi^ 
would recommand — yot, as it alwaya succoods, I iis 
commend it Ahoro nil things I aroid lying down, 
but Bit np with my feot m hot water — kept con- 
stantly hot for half on hemr — and read, danng tho 
time some book that I am snro will make mo forget 
myielf, In half an hoar or on hocr It Icarca mo 
Hot water oi and cold water in-temolly 1 consider 
ns a complete panacea ns to physic, giro it to tho 
dogs — m hare none on t I detest the staff 

Yon mifundentood mo when I said I would lot 
Mr S**** know I was acquainted with tho author 
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of tlie poem in a note ; by this T did not mean a 
letter, but a note appended to the verses I have 
done it as follows. He mentions in one part of his 
lines, “ Beachy Head,” a place on which his mother 
has written a very beautiful poem , I have therefore 
written under it, “ This spot is now classic gi’ound, 
for it hath been consecrated m the verse of the most 
elegant of the modern muses , a muse whom, though 
‘ melancholy marked her for her own,’ yet Yenus 
qmnt^ paitc sm nectoris imbmt,’ (hath imbued 
vith the qmntessence of her nectar — ^this is fi’om 
Horace,) and whose lays are so exquisitely me- 
odious, that, as she sings, they take the piison’d 
ioid and lap it in elysmm ! The Lesbian Sappho 
jonfei red immoi tality on theLoucadian Promontory, 
lor will Beachy Head hve less long m the sweetly 
[ilaintn e strains of the Sappho of the present day 
Tu quoque htoribus nostns — eternam scribens 
faniam Cat oleita, dedisti I ” (Thou also, 0 Cliar- 
lottc, has confened eternal fame on our shores by 
thy vntings!) This is fiom Yirgil, merely sub- 
stituting Carolctta for Caicta, and “ uTitings ” for 
“ death ” The mca'^ure is equally kept The 
original i elates to iEncas’s nui’se, Caieta, ginng 
her name to a hill on which she u as buncd, and 
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winch oren to tlua d*y, a BtiH called " Gastru'^ 
He can «oarceI/ be offcoided ai this, for I hare 
only said what I reoliy think though I much 
fear my oomphmeiit wiU be thought to be turned 
rather pedantically It u, alas I my usual style — 
I cannot oongner these myeterste habits. 

My third Number ought to haro been with j on 
before now and that rt has not, is not my fault. I 
finishod it by tho 13th but my abommablo writer 
has thought proper to be taken ilL It is at presont 
at Calcapor© whore a writer of my father’s and one 
of Captain H*******i are copying iL When 
they haTO finidied it will be sent to me to cor-v 
poct, and then I wiD forward it to you bat I do 
not oipoct this to bo boforo the 24th these pcopTo 
ore BO slow However you lose nothing by this 
from me at least for whatever Lttio credit ytm 
may bo pleased to giro mo for my former ottompts 
I ■hflll forfeit by this. Tho truth u (for a bad 
workman must blamo hiS tools,) my mdigo Bcoson 
has boon »o execrably bad, and such m thousand 
thmgs have kept mo m constant vexation that (o 
wnto aught fit for you to look on was ultcriy 
out of my power I scribbled iomcthing because 
honour obbgod and did not tear it up because I 
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despaired of doing better Luckily I had a lai’ge 
supply of coutiibutions m the poetic department , 
and these, I hope, will keep me above water. 

Pray write to me whatever you hear from Cal- 
cutta — good or bad. As they know not the authors, 
the opmions will be very fair ; and we must not 
complam though they may handle us roughly. 

I tremble for klr opmion, should he see 

it ; and yet I hope he may , — even to hear of censure 
from him, would be an honom’. At all events, I 
must not be backward in danng 

Cap tarn n'^**'*'***^ has played me a provokmg 
trick He sent me a paper wiatten on the Spamsh 
Patriots, when the business commenced. I sent it 
to lum back, begging it might be modified to smt 
present time and circumstance , and he very coolly 
tells me, ho has so much upon lus hands, that he 
rci^ucsts I vail alter, cui'tail, oi enlarge, as I please I 
As I did not care leiy much {cniie nous) about 
politics, I again returned it to him, saying I could 
wait till ho had time , but he has again sent it to 
nio to make the ncces'^ary additions I will do no 
> such thing, for to gna mj 2>ohttcal 'sentiments as 
aiiothei niairs, i'J not coricct , especially .is I differ 
fioiu him m scioial point*; but I will brmg the 
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paper m with me when I nart Calcapore and will 
make it otct to D*** and yourself. If ho will 
touch it np it HhflTI bo inserted if not, it must 
trarel back to Dinapore. Ton may not chanoo to 
diaapproTO of tho one or two passages in it which I 
deem r^pubhccm and, if so may Tory w<dl modify 
it, for only a conacaentions punctflio prerents mo 
Captam H******* has so nrach obhgod me that 
tronble, tune or any thmg in my power I would 
readily eiert for hrm. I enclose this paper — read it 
— and, if you are good-natured, suggest any altom 
bonj! and make a httlo addition, to giro it a tempo- 
rary interest. The ports I do not liko, aro the pnusca,^ 
of tho Fronoh Jaccbxnt (oicobo the term — but I am 
a strong Burkeito ) and the quotation from tho 
MnrsoiIIoiso hymn, which trcachfrous kings coo- 
fodorato raise,^ Is it not rathor a confederation 
against kings, and hononrablo kings — of Spain 
rortngal, and England — by a trcnchcTous scoundrel 
usurper ! Spam in its present glorious stmgglo, 
and rCTolutionary France hare in my opinion no 
points of resemblance, "Where m Spam, is there a 
La Vendee f iforeoTcr this u not a rtvoiution ^ 
in Spam, as ho tonus it but an honourablo slrugglo I 
for tho continuance of tho old order of things, I 
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suspect Captain H*-#***#*^ of being a Foayite I 
hope you are not one. I know D*** is not I 
have written to Marsh, and so urgently, that I 
thinlc he will keep to his resolution I congratu- 
late you on the arrival of the fleet , nor am I less 
anxiously looking out for letters 

The disappomtment you met with m Agrippma” 
was very provokmg. I recollect the chasm ; but it 
IS not filled up with a common-place novel, but with 
a sheet of Miss Hamilton’s “ Modern Philosophers,” 
which IS also an excellent work, and, if you have 
not read it, borrow it of my father “ Agrippma,” I 
-ugi’ee with you in thinkmg, is a dehghtful woik, 
the -wi'iting IS pecuharly chaste and beautiful, and 
eiery part of it is liistoncally tiue You must bor- 
row again until you meet with a perfect edition — 
for not a page of it ought to bo lost I read it m 
England, and it was m rc-readmg it that I dis- 
covered my father’s copy to be impei feet 

Go man scntimentabty I detest I do not at all 
mpatlnse uith their Werteis oi Juhas, but I some- 
times almost feel a half tear in reading INIiss Hamil- 
ton, ^Mackciwic, or IMrs Opie I ivill not, houever, 
piotend to feelings I do not possess I neier 
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rtfoCy erud orer a book or tragedy m my hfo 
though I hare constantly felt the mchnatioa. 

I am rqoiced to hear of your tnumpha on the 
chequer’d field, but your drmvn game with ilr 
Hj******* I do not understand — contmue how 
erer to beat Mr p****** and I do not cara I 
am Tory Borry to hear of Mr T***** i bomg so T o r y 
HL I am happy always to bo of your opimon, for 
I think hun a rery senaiblo amiable and strictly 
upright man. This is a long letter but my pen 
has run away with me as usunL Ton baxo desired 
me not to mako apologies but I most, and yet T 
know not what to say for trespoaung so largely oi 
your tame. 
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LETTER XXIII 


August 1811 

I HAVE at lengtli begun on No 4, and my first 
affair was to answer Lysander As you wislied to 
SCO Ins letter again, previously to its msertion, I 
now liavc tlic plcasm’e to send it, with the rough 
sJcetch of my reply — rough indeed it is I never 
so scrawled, scratched out, mtcrlined, or in short, 
wrote mth such difficulty and so little satisfaction 
to myself , but I am not afi aid of submitting even 
a foul copy to your mspection To take a pleasure 
m finding fault is completely out of yom system , 
j oil arc generous, and you make due allowances 
I bale not said all I wished, and very httle in- 
deed as 1 wished I belieic my best plan will be 
^ to tear this up, and write completely anew I 
cannot at all contrne to gne my style a proper 
tone it will, in spuo of all my endeaiours, be loose 
and inconsistent with itself IVliat I like in it least, 
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M its constant tendency to pertnoes. Pray do not 
imagine that I am fish mg for a compliment — yon 
are aboye this I am only Bpentmg of myself as I 
really think bnt as I see my errors I do hope m 
time to correct them. Koadmg irith more attention 
the beet anthors is my only remedy I thmk I 
Hhnll find in them neither such a capenng style 
nor snoh a load of quotations as I am at present 
gu3ty of I most bo less flippant 

If any thing ocenrs to yon to ad<h alter or omit 
yon mil not beharo ttoII if yon fail to suggest it to 
me. I know you haro candour and good-nnturo 
enoDgh to teD me what you think and not to 
angry mth mo for the trouble I give yon. 
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September 1811 

With tlie gi’cater part of tlie contents of No 4, 
you aic already acquainted For ]\lr Dallas’s 
plagiarism, or latlier detecting it, all the credit is 
duo to It^'^#**** In looking over my original I 
/ind I have made an oversight , I have onutted to 
mention Cazotte’s age, which vould add mterest, 
thcrefoi c, in a parenthesis, after the words, “ was of 
the same age,” write over the hno (seventy-four ) 
The lines from “Delille” I would hat e translated but 
that I thought my rcadcis might ho affiontod at 
my supposing them ignorant of French — and who 
that understands it would have thanked me for a 
tastcles-^ Aeision vhen the original is so beautiful? 

The iie\t papci , on catching spariovs is cmioiis , 
"it uns vritteii by Captain R*"**** nieie is one 
bhink in it^ — tln‘' va*' in the original Braggadocio, 
^ on kiiov , 1 had fi om ^Ir . 
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The Spamah Rwolittion, as I disliked its pm- 
aplea, I did not toncdi, I expect G M******* 
■mil answer it nnmediatelj it reaches him 

Apolljon* joa were mdnlgont to before and yosi 
most not be lees so now Should yon show it to any 
m Colontta, pray only ascertain whether they think 
the author has made too fi*e 0 with things sacred. 
Thinking of it impartially I cannot snppoio that 
this inference wiH he dmwn ahonld it bo by sober 
tntnded persons, I shall hear it with regret, and 
blame myself much for not hating attended to the 
admoiubons of the finendly Secretary and tearing 
it irp hot I really do not expect tins sentenoc-oC^ 
oioonnnnnication will be passed by persons whoso 
opinions are entitled to deference. 

The ncEXt yorses are by » sister of Captain * 
IT******* 8, I ndmu^ the warmth with which 
he praisef bor m his introdnctory letter and who 
I understand firom other quarters really deserres 
thorn. Some of the lines are rcry bcantifnl nor 
win I cntiose them. I think yon will like them — 
they were to the memory of her husband s brother 
The epigram from the Greek and the trunsla 
tion of the motto are ilr S*»*»** g. 


♦ Psrtd/ of YtTKir* « PoDlt.,’ 
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The first translation of the Persian lines is by 
Mr 8****=*^, the second by Mr p«**«^*# 

The translation of the epigram is by Mr 'W' * * * * *. 
This resembles very strongly one of name — ^but not 
so strongly, I thmk, as to induce a suspicion of 
plagiarism , at all events I plead “ not guilty ” to it 
All m the next page ai’e “ make-weights ” to fill 
up my ten sheets with 

The hull actually happened at Rungpore, if I am 
to bchcA^e M***^, &c , from whom I hcaid it there 
If you ha\e any curiosity about the Latm, with- 
out doubt you have friends at hand to explam it 
Jtdiavo been gmlty of one pun m the mti’oductory 
letter to Apollyon As usual, I have run tin ough 
two or tlirce sides about my own nonsense , and I 
am the moi e i epi chensible for this, as m Calcutta 
you can haic httlc time to waste on its peiusal, 
but I am not to make excuses I did not make my 
duiycc" sew together the sheets, as I obscricd that 
No 3, done at your house, was so a cry much ncatei 
I wrote M*^'’* all Mi said, but the 

plnlocophcr of “ S.iftabai ce ” f has not ansuered 

* A Inilor — one ii^ualh forms a part of e\er\ gentleman and 
lads V nt m Bengal 

f >It M s residence 

K 
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my letter-— mdeed I did not eipoot it. He must 
be too much engaged, with Ixird Valentia — not that 
I shall erer eoe hi* cnticiamB — that m out of the 
question This letter is already too long so 

I win not extend it beyond this ode. If you can 
decipher it, you deserre much credit and if you 
cannot, you lose nothing 
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September 1811 

This -will find you preparing to return liome, I 
hope By youi' arrangements, you uoU lose (what 
I know will afflict you vei'y much !) a great deal of 
Moorshcdahad gaiety My father gives a large 
party on the 30th, Mi’ on the 2d, and the 
officers of the 9th a hall on the 4th 

Tlic comet I had the plcasm’e of seemg, first on 
the 19th, and many nights since How is it that 
tlicre are no astronomers m Calcutta^ Hone of 
the pa]iei s noticed it for several days , at last, one 
called it “ a himmous body, resembhng a comet ” 
Mr yesterday tells us somethmg rational 

about it , yet even he has given no asU onomical 
notice of iL I have anxiou'^ly been looking out for 
a notice of tins kind as I -wished to know how 
,, nmch 1 clmnco I could place on my own knowledge 
m the science, bamig ob'^cried it inth a sc-^tant 
for three night'?, and calculated declination, light 
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ascaninon, fee, &c. It is a porticolarly Urge one. 
Ton are not qmte right as to its positioii reUtrreljr 
Tnth the Greater Bear and to place it near his 
sar you must turn the poor Rnimn.! topsy-turry 
It IB immediately under ho tad, and nearest to that 
star m the Bear which ii called Ihibbte, 

In the Ust " Hhror I hope you obserred Mr 

B Elegy I wish ho had made less free 

with Lord Chatham — mtroduemg him » Tory bod 
indeed. Ho has changed his motto smeo sondmg 
me tho last copy and judiciously for the one ho 
had was about palaooe of kings which were not 
rery appropnato to ha subject. There is also.^ 
Tory bad conceti m tho last couplet. I hare, how 
orer for Ho 6 a rery good copy of totscs from 
him which I am sure you will admire. 

I am sorry to hear you haro had no chcai. I 
am with my father for a week all bosmess being 
intcrmptod by the Doorgah but, banng no Cos 
mmVwmir to driTO to no Tcncs, no chess no loUers 

or anagrams to punle at, no speeches from , 

no conTcrsation with yourself no laughing with 
Bfiiw E**** no anything hat a fall and noisf ^ 
house hero it feds Tory stupid, ily father It ii 
true, IS always conrersablo and agreeable t hut I 
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cannot get near him without also encountering half 
a-dozen messieurs, &c , and these are not always 
favourites of mine 

I have sitten down so late to write that I must 
"conclude, or be too late for the dak , and there is 
no time to lose if I wish you to receive m Calcutta 
my best thanks for your pleasant letter of the 24th 
— one sentence of which my vamty does not mtend 
to allow me readily to forget. 


118 


letter xxtl 


LBTTBR XXTL 


8«pt<*ilw 181L 

Ir I have cfllunlated nghtly this ttiB find joi 
jnst amred. Weloome bacL at Cossunbaarl 
I am extremely gratified by ycrar ajrprobetior 
of No 4 and Tery grateful for jonr kmdnaw m 
obiatTiinff fiune for mo. Poor 6 I trcmblo for 
it — haTmg an abundance of pootio contnbtitions. I 
hare been, ob mmal improTident in the other parts i 
and only tiro days ago thought it noccaeary to be- 
gin, I fear I ahah bo much distressed for my nsnal 
quantity of proso this month, 

I hare just finished a paper on Jcatribcitl Ver 
see,” and hare paper* On tho Caros of Conara* 
and " Character of Chcryei Khan, from Captains 
}j«*«*«* but I want rery much 

Bomothing light and gay aa an oqmpoito 

I moon also to msort my InutatKm of Fhincas 
Fletcher in this month • Number for I am happy 
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to say I agree mth you in thinking it one of my 
most successful ■woomgs of the muse. This I say 
•vTithout the fear of being accused of Yanity, before 
my eyes; for, indeed, I court the coy maids with 

■ so very httle success, that it would be hard if I 
might not boast of the one or two smiles they ha\e 
given me As Phineas, however, is very httle 
Icnown, it wiU be necessary to give a few prefatory 
remarks on his poetry, and, for this pm’pose, I 
sh.all bo much obhged to you to lend me the volume 
that contains it 

I did not send my observations on the comet to 
Hr B^***", because, simply, I am a mere tyro m 
the science, and should not have bleed to receive a 
tiimming from any of the sagacious Calcutta, star- 
ga7ci s , but I wish some one else had done so, for 
I wanted to know what degree of reliance to place 
on my attempt. 

As to the b.all of the 4th, I have no literary 
friends in the 9th — so that, alas! the embellished 
account } on -will be disappointed of IMoreovcr, it 
iermmated in a little frac.is, nhicli could not well 

\ 

)^bc mentioned, unless I could get my friend H P 
to gn 0 it in some such excellent punning stj lo as 
the following '* One preacher of peace was latlier 
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notooB and^ gofd on by irme, attacked oop pa*tor 
but this Boon past-o er he next raiaed a tempest 
m another port of tho room but this was allayed 
by shmoert and he at last thought jt best to run 
off m the ftjffhi for fear of the day Tins is hor 
rihle, but I assure you it is a very correct tmiiatum 
General p***** who is equally mTetereto ra tho 
art, obsopTed that night, on the falling of a cJiopper 
as the dancers were beginning, that it was a pity 
to be chop-faUen so early but tho General is 
famous. 

I do not cipeot to hoar again firom Cokmcl 
3 ***** but I hope to bare the plctsuro of seemg^ 
him noit month, and WjU then most certainly ran 
sock either his braon or hii portfoho, IIo must make 
mo the amende honorahU for hanng delayed his 
aid 10 long As to il**** if I OTor do hoar from 
him I shall oortaroly laud tho gods. I do not 
quito despair for ho has written a long letter to my 
fatlior But miracles aro rather rare now a days— 
d~pTopos of which, I am Tory glad to hear you huTO 
procured Hume and Boattio, and hope to haro, by 
and by yum wnbmcnta on Uiem. ^ / 

Tostorday was certainly tho worst day I Jtnro f 
•con in India tho pelting rain howling wind and 
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I hare fi‘eqneiitly Been a man lying as I descnbo, 
ttMIo the liqiioT is poured mto Ins month firom on 
high, (this by the iray was a Roman cnstom alio 
hot it ironld not do to confess that tho Bengalee* 
hare any thmg chuwo aboat thorn,) 

The smokor of bTiang or hemp is attacked pre- 
cisely in this manner Tho effects are known to bo 
eo hornble that a man addicted to tho tico which 
floems to bo most inlataating always oonccala it os 
much aa possible though his oyo* and goneral 
Btato of mm d most alvrays proclaim it I haro not 
finished this piotnpo yet but nrast desenbe the 
“ bTiangec in hm sober hours- — and these 
almost as horrihlo as his drunken one*. Yet in 
spite of on this I liko India Tcry much and would 
not care to quit it oonld I but call one Imlf-dorcn 
persons out of England, 

Pray oblige mo by cntiosmg freely and if you 
think it altogether good for nothing then— I was 
going to say — throw it into tho^frs — mean — tear 
it up 
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LETTER XXVII 


September 1811 

Have tlie goodness to send me the ongmal of 
Desbarrean’s Sonnet vrhich I gave you. I vo'ote it 
out at Calcapore, where I was obhged to trust to 
memory^ and it is m consequence incorrect Here 
L have the book, and can make a correct copy for 
you 

This IS one of the finest pieces m the French 
language, and the sentiments m it are smcere 
Desbarreau, from bemg one of the worst prmcipled, 
became the most rigid pemtent His constant 
prayer m the latter part of his hfe was — " Oubh 
pom’ le pass4 , patience pour le present , et miseri- 
corde pour Tavenu’ ” My attention was turned 
to this piece by a warm eulogium, I t hink of 
. Addison’s, m the “ Spectator.” Yoltau’e, too, though 
he admires the poetry, abuses the sentiments of it, 
winch is another reason for hkmg it 
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A-^ropOfl de non — Popo s Meanali*^ first oppoorod 
m the Spectator If yon wiH take the tronhlo to 
look for it there you tt 31 find that it rras professedly 
irntten aa “ an nmtatioii of Virgil b PoUio ** Trludi 
prOTBB the foot I assertodL Xt », howprer more 
than an mutation — it is 9, frte translation, or 
paraphrase. "What is canons, is, that Johnson has 
translated this hack mto Intin — it is ono of ha best 
performance*. Virgil Tould not hare been nshamod 
of it, and Pope ws m raptures irhon ho road it. 
Pray let mo haTO your opinion of the accom 
panymg letter Tell mo rrhat parts you dislike 
Correct, insert, strito out, or suggest any altcrft: 
lions that occur to you m short, deal mth mo as 
I would by you and I shall bo v er y Tory much 
obhgod to you. 

(TloTva o dock »t 
qolU tIsM to bo hi both) 

P.8 — By tho way I might a» well notico Lore 
what I forgot before — a conota blonder m tho 
Essay Pnor is spoken of as cdlatnxdly descended 
from Adam and Etc If tha were tho case it must 
follow that these ” good folks had either brothers 
BistoTS, or coTums. If tho query wore pat to tlio 
author I tlunk ho would bo a Iittlo posed. Did 
thu blonder stnko you m reading it f 
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LETTER XXVIII 

September 1811 

ATany thanks for Eorke He has come 

just m time, for I have been trymg tins mormng 
to compose a cento, into which I wish to pay him 
the compliment of weavmg a hue of his — a comph- 
jment mdeed ! I ought not to have used that woi d 
— but no matter 

I don’t know whether you ever tried cento com- 
position , hut if not, I can scarcely recommend it, 
for it is most annoymg work I sat down to it 
because I was resolved to go systematically through 
all the species of false wit enumerated by Cam- 
bridge m his “ Scriblenad,” and this is among them 

From different nations next the cento’s crowds 
With borrow’d, patch’d, and motley ensigns proud , 

Not for the fame of warlike deeds they toil, 

But their sole end, the plunder and the spoil ” 

I have completed mme, and wiU, in a few days, 
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■when I have irntteii ewmetliiBg of on mtrodactory 
letter, Bend it to you. You have I tlunt you said 
indeies to your muac books if so might I beg tho 
favour of you to look out the eongs bognmiiig — 

Busy cunous, thinrty fly and ** Como dau* 
Amfludo, quit the toTm, if they shonld bo m your 
ooBeebon, and mform me by irbom tho words wore 
wntton, I wish to know 

I am really very much obliged to you for pencil 
bng tho parts you do not approve m my reply to 
Miss Lucretm,* I know mysolf to bo very often 
guilty of that fault of saying too macA, That I 
shall adopt yonr suggestions, I do not doubt but I 
must SCO thorn before I con Bay bo — for a compU 
mont fn aduonos wonld bo only to yourself whereas 
I wish to pay it to your judgment, 

* A piLp<ir In Um MS, ofta bIImImI to hi fonder 

letters I and gnat part of which wa» pohCihed tmtler tha thio of 
• InifiaD Ba mlnUc aPcta.* 
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LETTER XXIX 

However unwillingly, I must confess that you 
arc quite right , coniphuients may be true, and yet 
savom of tlie extra^agant, of such nature arc mine. 
I never wi’ite hut what I feel , but I own I love to 
write up to the \cry biinlc of that feehng I do 
not qmte or erstep tlie bounds of truth, but I always 
tread on them , another step would bo into hyper- 
bole, and this is appioaching it too neaily. It is 
wrong , and I can at least thank you for correctmg 
my taste 

Keep the Magazme as long as you please Of 
couise I have no use for it here I am not qmte so 
far gone as Crabbe’s Magazme Poet — 

TVlio, nameless, here inserts his idle rhymes. 

And reads his fiist-horn work a thousand times ” 

I send Hesbarieau’s “ Sonnet ” I send also my 
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Mnto and ttiU point ont -ffhcn next I Tist CWnn 
baiar tho separate fines I fiaro taken from tbo 
■works of the sereml poets. Tho two marked anonjr 
mons m tho last stania, ore from tho two songs I 
cnqmrod about but the anthors names aro of no 
consequence it is suflhnont that they aro not my 
orm. The Introdoctory Lottor I hare not yot 
written^ for I hare been Tory much busiod tho two 
last days. I mtend communicating it as an art by 
whioh persons, hownvor doroid of genius, A.C., may 
mechanically •wnto rencs and shall amplify on 
what a modem poem ought to be with a comph 
meat, if I can bring it m any how to Charlott4l^ 
Smith and Erke 'White but it will bo suffiaont to 
trouble you with it when finished. 
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LETTER XXX 


October 1811 

As it IS now time for me to begin my task, I sliall 
be obbgcd to you to return mo the ansn or to kliss 
Lucretia. 

I received, two or tbi’ee days ago, a paclcot from 
Cap tarn H*®**'^**‘. As it all relates to tlic 
“ Mofussil,” I send you its nbole contents The 
“ Addi’css to Serena” I have only partlj’' read , its 
length is, of coui’se, at picsent an insuperable objec- 
tion, mdeed, from its natuie, it could not have 
proved generally mterestmg But of its merits I 
cannot speak, for I have oiot yet read it You may 
or not as you please. 

The letter “ On Snormg” I mean to msert, but 

not kir ’s, for I cannot perceive a particle of 

any thmg hke ai'gument m it. To contend that 
plagiarism is not criminal, must have much mge- 
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noity to Bare it from being absurd, I rcaHy do 
not think it haa aenso or hnmonr encragh for insor 
tion of conrso hia controrcrting an^ of mj po»- 
tioni has nothing to do inth it. If he cut mo to 
pieces lot hrm but do it 'mth mt ns his weapon, 
and I would bo Tery gratofnl to him but (his I 
think stupid. Shall I put it m f 

Cnptam B*****b Ode to Liberty Ido not 
Kke the BonbmeiiU of, but it has, I think enough 
of poetry to justify me m inserting it. lam unde- 
cided, and should like to rocerro your opinion. 

Ton mnst know what it m to bo haunted with a 
tnno. I WM so nil this morning I conld not hcljk 
humming to myself Campbells song on Oopon 
hagen and tho Pmyor-booV chancing to bo at 
hand I tnod to turn a Paohn to tho samo mcosuro. 

I got tlirough tho first six verses, hut there meeting 
with a difficulty I stopped for a more mipirmg 
mood I send you tho fragment just os it is witli- 
out troubling myself with polishing Uavo I pre- 
Borved tho measure correctly f I am not certain 
that it n OampboH s exactly hut I think tho ab- 
rtiptnc-w of tho metre has capdbflities of scrvmg as ^ 
tho vohiclo for oven subltmitlofl. 

If yon should look out this Psalm in your IVnvcr 
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book, you might ns ucll •\cr‘;ify the thicc ^cl■scs 
that are Avanting , that is, if you think my founda- 
tion -vvoi thy of a snpci sti ucturc , if not, tcai it up, 
^ and I must i cvenge myself by trpiig something 
'else 
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LETTER XXXI 

Noreinlwr 181 L 

As I did not read “ Serena, I did not pcrcoiTo 
the name it m Tory hkedy to be meant for Mrs 

I hare asked Captain n******* the 

qncBtiom The verse* were wntton by ilajor 
H******* arolation of Captam n******* 

to I have fairly told Captam ]I**«#*** tluU 

hiB letter IS flat and nmnconing — nttorly devoid of 
both salt and sulphnr As to ha argument aboat 
the book being liked bettor m ono shape than 
another tho prcmisoa arc false but not worth 
nrgtnng obonL In anotlior port ho lias put mo 
qmto into a passion ho dares to quote Johnson as 
anthonty for assorting that there i* no enmo though 
tho plagiarism ho admitted. Tlus m a nlo aspersion 
on our great jMorahsts character for ho was 
such strict integrity that ho never could have 
offered, and nover did on excuse for tho vioIatKO 
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of trutli In No 95 of tlic ‘'Adventurer,” nhieli 
Sopluster q^uotc?, Di Joliuson by no means defends 
the practice ; on the conti’urj , he i eprohates it 
strongly. His arguments niei cly tend to pro\ o that 
the chaige of pLagiaiism is not to be lightly laisod , 
for that the strongest resemblance of sentiment and 
expression may exist n ithout any intercommunica- 
tion — ^persons situated in hkc cii cmnstanccs natu- 
rally haie the same train of thoughts, and these 
thoughts must often be cxpicssed snnilaily , it docs 
not therefore follow, tliat if their description of 
any passion or object he ahke, they necessarily 
copied fiom each other, for the resemblance is 
equally accounted for by allowing that they each 
copied from the same model, or natm’e His nhole 
argument has but this fr’ont, and surely this docs 
not bear out JIi’ L . 

Dr Johnson only speaks of resemblances which 
may be accidental — of what is, and what is not 
plagiarism , hut he does not attempt to argue away 
its reproachfuhiess when it is allowed to he so 
What would then he his sentiments may be easily 
yjudged, from a very analogous case When Lauder 
made his infamous attack on Milton’s reputation, he 
forged quotations to aid his argument. This was 
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fblly detected and eipoeed by Dr Donglas and the 
ontcry against Lander being rery great, bo camo 
to hifl friend Dr Johnson for adrico who with ha 
usual manly mtegnty recommended and wrote for 
him a foil oonfeasion of ha dehn(ja 0 noy and request 
of forgiTGnese, on the grounds of a smccro repen- 
tance. Part of tha apology was thus — * For tho 
Tiolation of truth I offer no eicase, bocaoso I well 
know that nothing can crcuio it nor will I aggra- 
Tate my enme by disingcnnous palliations — I eon- 
fees it — 1 repent it — and roaolvo that my first 
offence shall bo my last So much for Dr John- 
son ■ defence of plagiamm. I could not help 
dicatmg hnn though I know with yon bo doc* not 

nood it. But L mado me bmtlo up my back 

and my pen ran away with mo as it does at orory 
second word. "With respect to tho ircrcator" of 
Johnson, and Transfer of Dr Moore tho cborac 
tora ccTtmnly appranmato Tcry closely but it 
would roqmro modi ingeumty to establish a charge 
of plagiarism for hero I\o 06i arguments would 
wipo off tho imputation — tho character being so 
natural and common, tliat two wnters may easily 
luiTo depicted it witliont borrowmg from each 
other 8 hoitUa. A similar ono ocettrs m the Spec 
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tntor,” anotlicr, I think, in Goldsmith's Essays, 
and I am sin c I could point out fifty copies of it. 
But if I had 1 cad none of them, and had been de- 
sired to describe a retired old Cit, I think it n ould 
have been in pi cciscly the same manner, though, of 
course, iii lery diftciont expressions With respect 
to the “ Ode to Liberty,” as it is poetical, I shall 
inseit it — ^its pohtical merits foira no part of my 
duty to enquire into I am only responsible, as 
editor,* for the necessary decencies — the decorum of 
language and moiahty. Cap tarn B******’s pio- 
duction IS certainly too ivarra, but, the circumstances 
of the case being considered, may, I think, justify 
lum His purity of zeal is undoubted, for he had 
his leg broken m the cause, and if ho oired in 
prmciple, his error is to be respected, for it leaned 
towards virtue and philanthropy For my own 
part, however, I differ very much fi’om him No 
one can have a warmer love for the ilountam God- 
dess , hut wai’m as my love to her, is my detestar- 
tion of her twm sister, License ; and it was at the 
altar of the latter that the French Bevolutiomsts, in 

* Alluding to the manuscript magazme which was circulated 
a few months^ for the amusement of friends, at a Station up the 
Country 
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my opimoa, sacnficod orcary thmg eettmable. Thjxt 
tlie state of things nndor the oncim rS^ime — the 
monarchy of Franco — ^waa good, or oxen to be 
borne T think no one will contend. A roTolubon 
iras noocssarr — was montnble — bnt not snch ft one 
They shonld Iiato kopt the glonoos 1088 in tiow 
thiw tths firm temperate and attained its dcstrod 
ends without any counterbalancing erih But Tory 
different was them conduct. Because aotne laws were 
oppreasiTe, they strore to disengage thomsolTos 
from all law both human and dinno bocanso they 
were abused on the points of HoEgion, Justice and 
IVoporty thoy deitroyod thoso personages alto^ 
gothcr In short to speak hardly metaphorically 
their head ached, and, ns a radical cure, thoy art ft 
off disease lurked m their body and to reach this, 
thoy pierced thomsolTes through orcry ntal part. 
Thoy wero bLitc* and thoy found thcmsolrcs and 
donly emanapated the consajncnco was natural — 
roTtmge, rather than reform became tho order of 
the day Thoy abused power m proportion os they 
had felt it abused and, in a word os must bo on 
all alaTCt hoBdaya, heenso was mistaken focy 
liberty and tho French HcTolubon was only the } 
Roman Batumaha, on a larger and moro tcrriblo 
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Tcsry poop eesay and I mm rather oshamod of tho 
paucity of Trrt it contained I cannot help agroemg 
with yon as to tho Psalm. Metsn Stomhold and 
Hoplona beat me hoDow it was certainly a miscr^ 
able attempt. Yot I am not sorry I sent it to yon, 
for you are a yory fiur cribo, and it ifl but just you 
ahonld so© my beet and worst but proy tear it up 
now leet any one else ebonld seo it — and that I 
should not like. You aro murtaton ns to tho pcant 
of measure. * My Hooknb only resembled it as 
being composed m triplets tho moire is totally 
different, and belongs to another order But (p 
expbun tbis,^ wrill wan each of tbom for you tl(k^ 
mark - stands for an unacoonted or short syliablo 
and this - for a long or accented one. Tho first, 
second and third Imes of 3Iy Hookah, aro os 

follow ^ _ s, _ jmd tho fourth u — 

But m tho Psalm tho first, second and third hno 
run* tbns — and tlio fourth a • - 

Tcohmcally speaking tho ono is ZamWe tho other 
^na^xMtic measure By tho way I liaro noror 
seen n good account of EngEsh Tcrtification. Dr 
Johnson speaks Tcry scantily of It Lintlloy Mur_^ 
ray « more full bat Sim hot faD cnoogh. A good 
<»r is enough in tho wntmg of scrscs; but to bo 
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able to criticise, it is necessary to be fully ncqnaintcd 
mtli the theory of their structure, taste may tell 
jou that a cohiinii is in’ong in its dnncn‘'ioiis, but 
arclntectiu’o must be studied to understand nhero 
the fault lies, Ison iMighsh \eise is a cry simple iii 
its iulc‘5 and as accent in English stands foi (puaii- 
tity in Latin, the rules of Latin prosody may a cry 
easily be apphed to it ‘Without i csoi tmg to any 
haid Avoids, it may be ai ranged into icgular 
orders, and the Avholc consti action be throy n into a 
clear and famihar Aacn, as diAidcd into simply four 
classes But more of this another tune. I aaiII, if 
I can, at a futuic leisiuc horn’, drair up a regular 
and short account, Anth examples of evei y measure 
that has been used by Enghsh poets ; and, gniiig a 
perfect form of each, Avdl detad Iioav far poetic 
bcense Avill admit of SAVcrviDg from it, &c &c I 
tlnnlc my rcadmg in this branch is sufficiently ex- 
tensive to complete this plan to your satisfaction, 
and, at all events, I aviU do my best Though I 
alloAV my Psalm to be good for notlimg, yet I aviU 
not give up the measure as bemg not capable of 
^ sublimities, or at least great beauties Campbell’s 
song, Avhich does not, I think, much differ, is an 
instance of the latter, and I yesterday met, in 
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ft renew with another Tcry strong one — it is ft 
prayer of Hemdk s, an old poet, of whom a fall 
aoconnt w giren m !Drako s latortry IIonrB. I 
hftTo copied it out for yon, and I hope yon will htf 
jt for the qnamtneas yon must make some allow 
flnoes for tho ago in which the author hrod, and 
thou I think yon will agree with me m t hinking it 
beanfafoL I hkod it so much, that I bad it hj 
heart almost at a reading I think them oxcoDent, 
and agree with tho ronerwer who caDa them “ noble 
nnmhere,” 

Thank you for tho nnproTnmonta you haro sug 
gostod m my note they aro aH Tory right, andj; 
will adopt them. I am glad yon hko tho note and 
am obliged to you for hating admed mo to wnto 
it bnt I still wish you had done it yoursolf All 
my ohoGrrabonf of tho Comet wont no fortlMir than 
to ascertain his place oach night m tlio licflTcni 
and what I haro done with theso I know not hut 
they wcTo of no use and throw no light on «thcr 
hifl site, distance or rato of progress. To a*certala 
those requires instrnmcnu I do not possess it t* 
necessary to measure tho angle tho body of tho^ 
Comet ruhi(nds (there is no otlter word ) and it 
being coaly ascertained what angle tlio earth sito 
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ated similarly -would subtend, tbe proportions tbat 
these bear to each other will give the propoitions 
of the Comet’s size to the earth. The theory is 
extremely simple, but I had no instrument for 
talong this angle In your ‘^Bonnycastle’s Inti'oduc- 
tion to Asti’onomy,” you -will find fifty tunes more 
information than I could give you on the subject , 
but I shall be happy to try to explam any part you 
do not understand The only thmg I wrote on the 
subject was a paper which I had some thoughts of 
sendmg to Mr B**^**, which calculated the precise 
quantity of danger that the earth is m fiom the 
■voBitation of these eccentric bodies This I have been 
lookmg for this mormng, but cannot find it, it is 
destroyed or mislaid I will hunt for it for you 
mth much pleasure I have scarcely any Itahan 
books — a very fine edition of the “Decameron” of 
Boccace — a poem called the “ Muse,” by Zansdlo, 
■with a verse translation by Koscoe — 3 vols (mcom- 
plete) of Tasso’s “Jerusalem Dehvered,” -with a 
French close translation of it — these are all If 
IMiss y^****^* -wishes to read them, I shall have 
^much pleasure in sendmg them. I have commis- 
sioned a friend m Calcutta to buy for me aU the 
Itahan books he can pick up, as I mtend to apply 
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senondy to it At presmt I knoir xcry little about 
it so pray don t mentioii me as an Italian scholar to 
MiasW******* Forabegmner the Jomsalom 
Jlelrmred " inth a French translation on tho oppo- 
site page IS n very good book, I sair Colonel 
A*** on hw iray down and, from Iho httlo I saw 
of him wns inclined to like him Tory wdl and, 
from tho way m which yon now speak of lum, I nm 
xery well satisfied with my skfil in phvsiognoniy 
though I mast coufem, J uorcr studied Lnmtcr 
His manners I thought xery mild and gentleman- 
like but I had no opportnmty of conrso, of know 
mg mora 
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LETTER XXXII 


December 1811 

I AM very mucli obliged to you for Moore’s 
poem I bice it very much mdeed , it is as beautiful 
as any tbmg be ever 'wrote , and that is saying 
much — ^for be is the most facile and elegant -writer 
of the day I have taken a copy, and return the 
original -with many thanks. 

But, if criticism were allowable, I must confess 
there is one part I do not hke , it is that in which he 
speaks so shghtmgly of the S-wiss. ” A Conq[ueror 
oft — a Hero never,” is not domg them justice , they 
have often been heroes , for, not to return to the 
glorious time when the proud Austrian fell — ^be- 
neath the shaft of Tell,” they frequently after- 
wards nobly defended themselves against the attacks 
rof the feudal princes of France ; and this, indeed, is 
the truest mark of heroism, — they never made a 
war of aggression, though they never allowed them 
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libertiea to be encroached on. Eren though now 
swept away altogothor u a nnbon^ ( 1811 ) it was 
not without a straggle in which even women ont 
chddron dorotod their Irro* to their country 
That thoy were morconanes, it 15 true bat no. 
common moroonancs. HaTing no wars at home 
tho more restless and ontorpruring wore of nocoMity 
obliged to fight for others if they fonght at all 
but they noTOT raisod then* arms against thoir own 
country and always wore the hett and most faithfal 
troops to whatOTor power they serrod- Ixnns tho 
Sutconth s Swiss Guard should not bo congidcrcd as 
mero hirolings thor were true hfroes — if fidelity^ 
Tuloor and honour bo a btlo to tho name. 

Tho way m which Iroland is introduced I adiruro 
particnlirrly Indeed, I h\o or cry sylloblo of it but 
that which concerns SwitscrlnniL 

I luiTO not CHisrlotto Smith s poems, or would 
Bond them with pleasure tho two or three poems I 
haro of hors are m a xolamo of pooUc extract, 

Tonr mention of Tho JGssionary is tho first 
I have seen, I shah bo glad to read it as 
Owonson is a fuTourito of mmo but wo may expect^ 
pretty blunder* if she comes to India. I rccoDcct 
reading a noTcl m England wherein mention was 
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made of a party of Rajahs riding out together, 
after dinner, for exercise ! ! 

I agree mth you in disliking very much my 
Preface I ought to have taken the greatest pains 
mth it , and it was not only the most hui’ried and 
carelessly written, hut is the worst paper m the work , 
but still I have strong objections to re-wntmg it 
In the fii’st place, I have washed my hands of the 
work, and I like not m any way to touch it again , 
but this should have little weight against youi’ wisli , 
I would immediately set about it, were tins my only 
objection, but there is one much sti’ongei — ^it is not 
fair I have sent it out in this state, and five oi 
SIX copies have been taken "RTien it went from 
my hands, I gave up all power over it — ^it went 
“ with all its imperfections on its head , ” and to 
make now the shghtest alteiation, woidd not, I 
tliinlc, be eqmtable or right, at least this is my 
opinion, and when next I have the pleasure of 
seeing you, I wiU speak further about it 
, I am much obhged to Afi’ B**** for havmg 
given my translation a place in lus paper I did 
>not qiutc expect it, first, because lie might haie 
thought enough had been written on the subject , 
and «;ecoiidIy, because he could not have received 
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it boforo his press iras set so thnt I conador it 

as somewhat of a compliment. Mr will at 

once guess from tho ngnaturo whence the trans- 
lation comes and bo may perhaps rcccire it as an 
expiation for haniig omitted to msort his last con 
tribution. 

I have just roceiTtxl a note firnm my father 
tellwg me he oipects Mr R****** from Jlung 
pore As I havo always much to say to him, and 
much for hnn to do m Calcutta, I must post m and 
then hope I shall recover port of tlie throe games 
at chess I havo lost if I do not and am beaten 
more, I shall return here and study Sarratt 
and day 
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December 1811 

The day on winch I arrive at my factories I 
find myself generally unfitted for more serious 
business, and therefore usually scribble somethmg 
I send you the labour of last mght, bemg an at- 
^-tempt to describe the Comet’s path among the stars 
I will not vouch for its accm’acy, as it has been 
more the work of memory than observation, but it 
is sufficiently correct for aU my purposes You won’t 
criticise, I know The reason of the Comet’s beard 
being m different directions, m the three sketches 
I have given of it, is, because the tail or beard is 
always opposite to the sun , but the earth’s motion 
affects tins appearance m the manner you see I 
call it a hea) d, because it is returmng from the sun, 
^and, consequently, marches before the Comet itself , 
when it IS gomg to the sun, it follows the body or 
micleus of the Comet, and is then called a tail 
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Wben tbi* fiery appearance is seen all round the 
Comot (as is somotnnes the case ) it is then said to 
be hatry There are numorous otlior name^ for it 
but these three are the prinapah 

I hunted for the paper* I spoke of this mormu^ 
and have found one more It vra* vrntten buIm> 
ijuentlv to the one you hAvo and contuina irhat 
notices mv memory and reading could find out re- 
specting them after vmting tho paper vou liaro 
iT^ coBxoijdatmg fho two nnu' jmming a f^ood dcai 
wnnothjng fit to send to Mr B**** when tlio ufJi 
Comet come* may bo mado out 

I was wtdlv out ID mv prediction I orpoct«r> 
would long ago have disappeared and jt would 
IdiYc done so lind it jhwJedod with an qntfonn 
rapidity equal to what it sot out with hcit if iw* 
been rotardod rerv mucJi more than 1 liod anv idea 
of But enough of thu stupid subject — and I have 
just now none other to wntc on 
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Decembei 1811 

On tlie other side of this sheet I have copied 
out my translation, and am much flattered by your 
ivish to have it I 'wiU also, if you please, send 
you a copy of the original Latin, for any learned 
^fi'iend who may be at any tune allowed to peep 
into your collection , and yet this will only serve 
to get myself criticised as an unfaithful translator, 
for I must confess I have taken very great liber- 
ties lYitli my original I have ventured to lutch 
in a httle of my own, for wluch I know not what 
the author will say however, though not literal, 
it IS qmto close enough I have received Beattie, 
ind like much vour likings and observations — 
the “ kfinstrcl ” is mth me a particular favou- 
h'lto l\rodesty is coi tamly adnurably described — 
but though I can’t tell cvactly why, yet the “ Ode 
to Hope ” docs not altogether please me , the last 
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etania I think the bort and the epithet Borore " 
irhich joa hare underlined, I admire. Waa your 
pencilling mtendod os a mark of approbation or 
not ? I agree mth you that ilaator Hay Bcattio is 
made to look like a Tory pnm atupid school boy 
it IS nnpooiblB it could have erer been a likenees 
and I TTonder how the fiither could hare allowed 
such a face to disfiguro the Tolumo — the dear frill 
and freah-oombed hair is rery just — really this is 
a libel on LaTUter and deserrea proseenbon. Ho 
was a wonderful young man, and dcserrci to bo 
ranked with Kirko IVhito, Chatterton, and Dor 
mody In talents howeror ho is tho lowest 
four and m ominblcncaB I will not allow lihn to 
equal my faTounto IL K. TV Tho other two in 
this tho groatcr pomt, woro rcry low mdccd. Tho 
poom on Christianity a beautiful, os Is also a short 
Odo commoncmg Power of these awful regions, 
hail I Swift and tho Bookseller is rcry good 
but ntUo essays of this kind ought to bo poUsbcd 
and ro-polishcd until they contain not a single 
fault — now bo Ims marked, as laultj and incorrect 
soTcral idioms and expressions which not onl^ theJ 
analogy but tho usage of our longuago perfectly 
justifies For instance no reason can be alleged 
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why “ in fittwe” is not as good as “fo the future, ” 
both ha^c autJioi ity to countenance them “To put 
an end to lus existence,” is no more wi’ong than to 
say, “ he is no more,” for existence means simply 
being , and it is of course understood that 110 speak, 
m this mstance, of suhlunauj being, indeed, Switt 
himself imphcs a cessation of existence, I think in 
the following couplet — “ The Dean, alas I no more 
IS mis’t — Than if he ne\er did exist ” “ To feel 

sick,” IS, m my opmion at least, i^ery good Enghsh 
Johnson, among the defimtions of “ to feel,” gives 
“to luve a sense of.” Tlieic ai’e several othei 
-tenns against which I do not sec any just cause ot 
complaint 

In a dialogue of this kmd, Swift hnnself ought to 
have been made to speak the pm est Enghsh hioii 
lus phrases throughout are low and inelegant , and 
several of his idioms, though justifiable by usage 
yet deserve to be considered as much coUoqmal bar- 
barisms as any of the Booksellei’s Foi instance, 
“ I take your meaning , ” “ the deuce he did , ” 
“ to be put to hard shifts , ” “I take to be , ” “ to 
enter into a detail , ” and several others 

The dialogue between Johnson and Addison I do 
not hke at aU He has not m the least mutated the 
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manner of either Addison s stylo has a beautiful 
colloquial mnplicity equally romoto from tho turgid 
and weak and this I am not surprised ho has laDod 
to mutate for it is xmTmtahU but Johnson s is tott 
easily miimckod- By this I do not mean that the 
merely using hard and uncommon words will giro 
us a proper representation of hw manner — by no 
means. To imitate on author by copying only his 
faults^ is to resemble tho disciples of Pythagoras, 
who oipocted to aoquiro their master s wisdom by 
eatmg pulso and drinking water Tot this is tho 
common error mto which mutators full. Campbell 
adopted It m his Lonphones, and has conseqnontly*v 
giyen a cancaturo of Johnson, winch is as mucJi 
hko him ns I to Ilerculcs,” 

For n pure and real mutation I know nono better 
than Dr Ilawkcsworth s m Ins papers in Uio Ad 
Tonturor ” aVnd for one a httlo oxitrc but lugblv 
characteristic Jqihson s Tour to iDbndgo ” is 
oibmrablo it represents tlw stylo ns it really is— 
Tcry much inverted sonorous phrascolog) periods 
rounded and rising alniiyt to dlmaacs, a great deal 
of ontitbcais, and sentiments, strong true and im 
posmg But cDOUgli of tins prosing 

You JiuTO accented the Hermit perfectly pro- 
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])crly, and I pronounce you, tbcielore to liavc an 
cvccllcnt ear Wliy did 3 ou not mark tlic measure 
ot all the other poems? Tlicrc is not a single erroi 
Tlvc measure is called anapsestic, and consists of an 
aUernate double stan/a, each hue liaMng four feet 
(nnapaists, or - - - ) The onl^' license alien able is 
that the first foot may consist of onlj’- tno syllables, 
as — " nlicn nought,” the rest must be each of three, 
,ts ina^' also the first, as — “ at the close ” Looking it 
o\cr again, 1 find jou ha\e made one mistake — jmu 
ha\c marked one hue thus, “ And mortals the sweets 
of foi getfuhics'' pioio” The accent ought to he 
on <lic second sellable of “ foigotfnlnoss ’ 

papci IS out, or I slioiild not let j'ou oft so 
easilA foi I .nn m .i sprjbblmg humoui, and ban* 
tift^ suliiocts to ti cubic 30U on. with nij' piosmg 
Yon ma\ thciclorc thank m3 nnnt of mom 

Yoiir loiig-lookod-toi jilcnsiiio is, 1 hope, ;it length 
airiNod and 3011 lane com friend Col A * ^ at 
Co'^^iinh iz.n. I will not ask 3011 to icmemhei me 
to him . for the acfjuaint.im'o of a daN ha-- no nohf 

to two or tin ec % cai mcni"i \ 

% 
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Vebrnwy IBli 

t HATE not irntton fcince you loft tlm, because 1 
really could not muster up reason enough for wnt 
mg a letter or I certmnly sbould not hiiTO forogono 
the entitling myself to the pleasure of rcccivmg^ 
reply add to whicli I did not qmto L*ko troobling 
you wlion m Calcutta, where yon hare so manv 
thingi to thmk of 

Had I boon tnmnpliant I should not bare dclarcd 
a moment to acquamt you mtli my -nctonc^ In 
justice therefore I mu*^ not conceal my defeat 
Mr 8****** — dreadful namcl — amrcil Ijcre on 
the llUu I (hnod with him at Mr F*** s and 
after dmnor played with him two games at chess 
both of which I am aslmmcd to sar I lost Tlus was/ 
really shocking and I liaro scarcely vet rocorercti 
from It — sleep for tliat night was of course impo<- 
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sible ! however, I have the vexatious satisfaction ot 
knowing that the fii’st game to have been 

nune — ^it was terribly provoking , — I had two pawns 
more than him, a very strong situation, and m shoi t, 
with the commonest play, a certam game m hand, 
(withm two steps of queemng ,) my king was so 
placed, that a checkmate thrpatcned, had it not 
been for one outlet , but that one was as good as 
fifty, and mdeed no danger then, making the most 
ridiculous oversight, (a child of tliree years ought 
not to have done it,) I placed my queen on that 
very outlet, and was consequently checkmated on 
"the spot , but ’tis vam makmg excuses The second 
game was won fi om me by dmt of good play alone 
I have nothmg to i epi oach myself with m it — no 
carelessnesses, no oversights I was completely out- 
manoeuvred, and was obhged to cowei before supe- 
rior play Mr g ****** plays, I thmk, remarkably 
well, with undeviatmg attention, and great bril- 
liancy , but though he has beaten me, and though 
it IS vamty to say it, yet I really think he is not 
much superior to you and me From the specimen 
y he has given me, I must allow him to be a better 
player, but from his play altogether, I wiU not 
acknowledge that he could give me a pawn, or that 



156 


LETTER XXXT 


he could beat me two games oat of throe for an) 
eontmuaneo nay I am not Tcry much afraid of 
him — but that la Tamty — boworer it m asofoh for 
nothing u better at chess than a Dttlo Belf-confidencc 
lie went away the next morning so that I could 
not got my rerengo howorcr the next traio I see 
him I will endearour to hold him harder battle or 
if you see him first, pray do boot him and heat him 
without mercy I hare scarcely played but on that 
mght With itr n****** I havo had a few 
gamos, bat wo contmuo on oar former relations 
He by no means improTCS. 

My father has written to mo that ho lias »>ecn 
you and from Mr R*****« J bavo bad some ac 
count of your gaiobes it is all tho rorerw here — 
eicotsiTol) stupid bowercr D*** says you leave 
Calcutta on tho 20tli and tlion wo shall be of 
course gay agaim I hope Jim R • • • wa< 
plcouod with tho masquerades though this is a 
question I need hardl) osL — it is an amusement 
that must exactly hayo acconlcd with lior constant 
liilanty Tho concert, too must haro pleased you 
both I am sorry thcro was not a pla) to lion ^ 
crowned tho whole o hayo rery little nows Iicro 

Pray do not toko the trouble of copying m\ 
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papers on the Comet, which you spoke of domg I 
do not at all want them they are such ti’ifles, that 
to burn them would he to ti’eat them according to 
their deserts , hut I am always wilhng to place 
myself under your discretion , and all papers, there- 
fore, of mme, you are welcome to do what you please 
with I hare been doing scarcely any thmg of tins 
kmd lately my only essay has been on a subject 
you would never guess — the Evils of Paper Cur- 
rency You will laugh at this, and ask me, perhaps, 
wliat I can Icnow about financial subjects , — very 
little certainly, but I was obhged to write, because 
****** called for my opimon, m giving me hi<5 
own and D***, who is, you know, au fart at 
these matters, has done me the honour of aslung 
me to let lum read my lucubrations over a second 
time, which I consider as a high comphment 
M *******, not content with a prose treatise on 
the subject, has given me, too, a httle tractate in 
verse It is not, however, of the pui’est paper cur- 
rency of Parnassus, and is therefore, as depreciated, 
better adapted to the subject It is a phihppic on 
ylVIr Horner, the President of the Bulhon Committee , 
and the point of it is, that he is infeiior in sense 
to the 
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* ToothfU Honwr— wbo roITd the rofuWi fj% 

CnlTd Um dark pltnn (rocn oot hb CliHtteiiis p} ^ I 
And cried. In •rif-applame, How good a bo/ ion 1 1 ” 

I answered brm m prose for my loyalty to tho 
Nine wonld not permit me to debase tboir uupira 
tons by wasting them on such a theme. 

In poebos I am qmte at a stand. A translation 
or ft pomtless epigram is my utmost flight now I 
must not, however send a letter without an offering 
Accept tho following charade, on yon will nnmodi- 
atoly guess whom — 

51/ flrtt b th sbodo of frir Verity 
11/ aeoood *id* TnreC«j etiaitj 
And Fublon^ m/ third tn thiorrit / 1 
11/ wfaolft b a Bmae, 

■HTJdi tb® kwd trump of ftnj® 

Stadljoy to h«ivl down to po*t®rit/ 

This IS aH very silly but what am J to do f I 
cannot wnto without ft spur and at present I hare 
none 

I liftTO been m hero for a few days witli ray 
fnondR****** who left mo yesterday lie wished 
to stay longer but his travelling companion would 
not remain one moment longer tlum the time first 
fixed. - J 

Had YOU ever an oor-achof If so yon most 
excuse this scrawl, for I am at this moment In cx 
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cruciatmg tortui’es •with it , and, "worse than that, I 
have had it no'w sixteen days, "with scarcely a mo- 
ment’s intermission I have exhausted the Materia 
Medica for a cure, and am just -where I was I never 
had it befoi e, and was not aware till now that pain 
could be so exqiusite , but I am almost used to it, 
and do not let it interfere with either busmess or 
amusement 
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FfbroirT 1812. 

Have ytra heard from Colonel A***? I hope 
ho inll not forgot hts promiso of imting from eror^ 
station he passes, I very much like and agree in 
ns far os my slight knowlcdgo goes tout praise 
of his character ho is mdeod, as mncli as I 
scon of hun a most worthy being and door cor 
tamly possess tho strongest bcnovolenco of soul ^ 
^\niothcr these are Johnson s words or not mntton* 
htUc they arc not tho loss honntifnl or ciprossiTo 
as your own. I obscrvoil him much while hw 
and need not mention the result he lias 1 nm 
SOTO, not only tins strong bonovolcnco lait also llio 
roost sympathetic tondemes* of sonl IIo wonlil 
not only rehovo but share m any distress fool pain 
at tho most perfect stranger • snfTcnngs and wrop'' 
at tmy tear lie saw Am I not right f Bat I iiro<l 
not ask yon for I saw m a thousand in tnoce** 
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^on through them pnjr nndarhno with joar ponal 
those parts that you particalarly admire but do 
not let this brnry yon as I haro fifty books m 
hand, and hayo read Tonng almost fifty tnnea. I 
Eke his hirst flight, I thmk, the best — tho beaahftil 
gUBog© on sleep — tho suhhme ono on man — ( Uow 
poor hoTT nch ' &c, ) on hfo and mnnortahty — 

( This IS the bad of bomg ”) that beginning — 
Bowaro Lorenio a slow sadden death and tho 
very poetical close — Dart, though not bhnd. 
Mipomdes, fiko thco,” — arc all oiqmsitc. 

I particalarly ndmiro, too tho whole passage 
beginning — Sweet harmonist — and benntifal as 
sweet I ” on Narossa s death, Tho glowing warmth^ 
too of some parts of his poetry and tho ndine** of 
his coloanng malco one regret ho did not wnto a 
few pieces loss melancholy and dedicated to love 
and benatv alone. For what youthful poet eould 
Cincr when ho loved, any description more bean 
tiful than — 

* Tbow vjta tW teQ m tbe nm b tsadr ef 
TbOM I]p% wbo« tooefa li to be boogfat « Itb tit* I 

or more sweetly apostroplmo tho pamted flowers 
who dwell m fields” — 
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mom and e^ ening dew yoiu beauties bathe, 

And inh the sun, which gives your cheeks to gloiiv , 

And out-blush (mine excepted) every fair 
You gladher grew, ambitious of her hand, 

I Which often cropt your odours ” 

But were I to cite all the passages I tluak beau- 
tiful, this letter would not very soon come to a close 
— so “ come, expressive Silence, muse the rest ” 
And now for another poet, somewhat, it is time, 
inferior to Young , but still of no mean price He 
has cost me eight rupees I ! ! I allude to the elegant 

author of , he well deserves all the encomiums 

you bestowed on him. The first passage deserving 
notice IS his very beautiful and poetic appropria- 
^ tion of Sterne’s subhme idea, — 

The accusmg spirits from all parts i ehound^ 

And Heaven’s Chancery echoes with the sound , 

No pitying tears for cnmes like his are shed. 

As the recording angel maiks the deed 

The judicious readei must determine that he has 
fully succeeded Rebound, to be sure, is not qmte 
clear m its sense but Longinus on the Subhme 
obseives, that every thing obscure is magmficent 
\ Perhaps, however, do hound would have improved 
both the meamng and melody of tlie hne, especially 
as this author is very much attached to those elegant. 
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little eipletiTe* irhich Pope has foobshlj ccnstEroil 
by saying — 

“ And ten doH vordt do crwp In on* dnTl Hne " 

In the lost lino of the abovo quotation, too both 
rhythm and rhyme are a littio violated bnt wo 
must make some afloiranco for tho cbulhcnt fcdlnga 
of the author which make him bo often »ectn to 
consider them as matten of tho ehghtcst moment 
Tho only consolation I can offer poor rh^nno and 
rhythm is, that they ought not to enro for a httlo 
harsh treatment since in this gentlemans hand*, 
they ore used to it, 

Tho next poem but it is not fit that 1 spcilfit- 

of It A star m not n fair judge of tho moon 
which makes it ludo its dirtumshcd head. Cruel Mr 

what havo I done to offend thoo f Bat you 

may ask how I have dacoTcrod Us name — by a 
vcr\ mgeuious pun ho lias made In spcakmg of 
tho rindibrastic measure lio sayf> — 

Smrlj a Slftrard tV rijlc maj ti*r 
Whkt e en a JJtrtkr darrd to cbocMr ” 

The Httlo epigram on N-ortli L-o t and 

S>onth, conjoining to form tho wonl iSetr# is tctv 
good But let not tho ancient* bo dojirtvetl of 
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thcir laiu’els — tlic merit of this is due, to my cer- 
tain knoivledgc, to ]\Ir Josepli Miller As to the 
little jeu de mot about “ I’\ e a lack of rupees,” this 
IS, without doubt, ail o) iginal idea of the author’s — 

at least it is perfectly uoa el to me Perhaps 

may dispute the honoui’ with him of its fii’st mention 
On the whole, hoiveier, it is I'ery good poetry, on 
an average , but I must explain this Poetry, you 
know, now conveys no idea but that of measioe , 
(thoughts aic out of the question,) and in Captain 

’s measuies, ho nei'^cr sms on one side without 

1 etrieving it on the other Thus, when eight feet are 
1 ‘equu ed m each line, if he gives one of nine, he im- 
' mediately compensates it by another of seven, and 
should he ei er sprinkle m a fciv of ten, he carefully 
gives, as a counterpoise, as many of six, so that 
they aie all very good — on an average, which is 
lughly praiseworthy 

I hope you have beaten Mr I**** at chess ^ Ot 
Ml H*****^*, I scarcely need ask, though I know 
he AviU ti’y to beat you , but you must not let him 
do this I send you M ’s paper on the buUion 
^question In my opimon, his view is very much 
, too confined He ascribes sweepmg effects to very 
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trifling and maaffiaent canses m one great point 
too on Tfluch mncli doponds, ho la doadcdly in- 
correct. He says — no articlo of Irfo ha* nson in. 
pneo Trhorea* we know every one has and this 
nse of pneo is admitted on both side* m tho debate* 
m the House of Commons. If thoro is any thmg m 
my Msoy you do not Uko or do not accede to pm} 
tell me what it is, that I may come over to tout 
opinion, or bring you to mine 

You have I thmk, BoswcH s Lifo of Johnson 
I should like to road it before it goes back to Cal 
cutta. BcwweH has boon much ndicnlcd and cer 
tamly his oxi>o«tion of tho most unguarded and 
tamilmr incidents was not fan* towards his fnend^ 
Ho had no right to bo a spy to compromiso them 
but tho pubho ought not to censure a man who has 
contrihutod so mucli to thoir amusement, for in 
spite of oil hts petttne*»e * — hts ridiculous minute- 
nosscs — ho has gircn them a most cntcrtninmg col 
lection of anecdote* and I know no biographer 
more plcasmg or lircly if I oicept Cumberland s 
Qcconnt of lunuclf winch is much in tlw same 
style. / 

I haro this morning rcceiTod a very plra^ng \ 
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letter from Rungporc from my fiieiid 

but I must first explain its cnclosm’o, irlucli I send 

you 

"WTien -was last here, vevrere speakmg 

of jMi' of Rungporc, "who is a vciy good clas- 

sical scbolai’, and ■who, to the surprise of us aU, 
lately took to poetizing , m ■wluch, however, he 
succeeded "very mdifferently. To spur him on m 
his Parnassian com’se, proposed to me to 

■write and send him a Latm poem, and to ask him 
for his remarks on it, together ■with a poetic trans- 
lation This I agreed to do , and as the subject 
was mdifferent, I chose to ■wiute a Sapphic Ode on 
^Anger, (you must understand that it was only called 

Sapphic because composed m the same measure as 

#• 

the Lesbian poetess used ) I accordmgly sent this 

off to , but all our efforts were vain — he would 

only give me a prose ti’anslation of it However, I 
have received something very much bettei The 
great M***^’* himself has loused himself from his 
slumbers, and struck his mighty lyi e I need not 
tell you the enclosed tianslation is by him His 
■^land IS very ■\asible thi oughout , m my opmion, it 
is really excellent What a pity that one who can 
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wnto go vroll and so easily should sit down m 
shamefol mdolonc© 1 The translntion is doso 
enough of course though true to my sense " he 
has been truer to my fame and cmbeHahcd not 
a httle. But tho original matters httlo it w his 
very facile and gay manner of wnbng that I am 
sure you will admire, m sjuto of one or two passages 
that you must considor as poetic heenses T]k» 
compliment ho rs pleased to pay mo m tho condu 
Sion I owe bun many tlianks for nnfortunatdr 
there is no such thing to bo had m tho country 

I hflTO long been trying to got a Jow s liarj> 
When I succeed I mubt carry lus idea mto 
tion and, getting llr 8** to bo tho liarpcr I will 
ohount forth my sublnnoly beautiful Sapphic lays I 
But senonsly 1 adnuro 31*** »« mwes m*y much 
and I hopo you, too will Hko them 

'Hio Latin nccompamcf for tho benefit of thoK 
whom it may concent. I send vou tho onginal for 
the who uf tho httlo drawing ondcntly by M** 
liimsolf TThcn you rotem them I wiU send you 
copies. 

I bare boon wntmg a long letter I seared v knoiy 
what olKmt, for I had httle to say when I Mt down , 
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But tliisis an old fault of mine, and one for ^^lucl^ 
I ]mc rcT\ often already apologised , cxcu'^e it 
once more. 

r.S — Tlie ram winch fell .at iVtoorshedabad on 
the 7th, did not extend here Yestorday I had a 
little foolish shower of ten mimitcs; but tell 
it has done me little good I haic not sonii tno 
hunthed higahs* altogether. Tins js too bad but 
what can be done? Xothmg but patience will help 
me, and even th.at, wh.at good is it of^ To-day is 
what IS misc<alled a fine one — that is, it is. Aery 
nearly cloudless — but it is all the ‘yimc Yc'^terday 
there Aiere plenty of clouds, but the cruel licaAcn*: 
Avould not melt IIowcA’cr, I must keep m mind 
Avhat .a Pci sian poet says — and, for yoiu benefit I 
Anil give you a tianslation of Ins words — 

Though grief and rude‘5t pun nssrul. 

Still liope through dark juuifortunc’s liour , 

From yon black clouds that Ion ’ring soil, 

Ma} fall the lucul^ crystal shower ” 

Tlic author of this sentiment calls himself jS'izami 
My letter from Rungporc mentioned nothing ot 
^ G. M ’s health, from Avhich I conclude he is much 
better 

* A land measui e — equal to one-tlurd of an acre 

P 
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I ha.Ye a relapse of my ear-atho m the other ear 
homsTor it has been mtb mo threo days, and gires 
mo at timea rery great pam but I do not let it 
interfere intb any thmg I haro to do I 'rronld no^ 
nnrse it m any case but m the sowing season it 
would bo nnpoasible I am obhgod to bo out on 
horseback all the mommg In short I treat it so 
much en philotophej that I hopo it will take affront 
at itB treatment and go away 
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Marcli 1812 

I REii‘UN* tlic Iilfcli lettci, ^\lnc’ll I lm\o copied, 
witli many tliank^s 

V 

I oiiutted to keep a copy of Sir l^di\ard Cole- 
brooke’s elegant Anacieontics, and sliall there- 
fore be obliged to you to let me liaie those I sent 
ybu back for a fciv days I yill letuin them I 
admire them lery much, but I cannot agree to 
tbeu* being called ^nutations An imitation I un- 
derstand to be a free adaptation to modci n images , 
but the only adaptation is the single word — Eliza 
For the rest, they ai e not imitations, but i ei y close, 
and, at the same time, spuited and elegant tian?- 
lations 

The meiit, liowerer, is not less, rather gi'cater 
y- perhaps, to have followed m the ti’ack of so manj*^ 
gi’eat poets, and yet to dare compaiison with any 
of them, for in these attempts he is supeiior, I 



172 


letter Txx yu 


thmb, to Pawkca, Browne, JonjTig, and Ytmng 
And not mfenor oven to Moore 

After what haj been d<me I tnow bettor than to 
Tontnre on a fronrfation of a eingle line bot I am 
not afraid of attempting an nmfatioii, and ondoso 
you ono (rather of the parodml tmd) on Ode 
29th. Before yon read it, you must take down 
Fawkes Anacreon, (yon Imvo it amongst tho trans- 
lations in Andersens Poets,) and tnnung over to 
tho Odo bo good enough to comporo as you read. 

I should liko to have mtrodneed coot tertwfroot 
Sic. but confined myself ngidly to my onginal 
When I spook of the and aotitainr I Tcntirr* 
beyond my depth for I do not oinctly know wb/n 
tho latter is but hope I have appfiod tho term 
properly If you think it worth cntieism cnticiw 
freely 

I had a httlo min last luglit, which enabled mo to 
commence my sowings this morning and I am so 
completely knocked op with my exertions all dav 
that I offer tha as an excuse for my extra stupidity 
If it mins again in a daj or two I shall bo Mtiificd 
if not, I shall renew my complaints ogtim t the 
clouds. I liko your idea of flicir weepmg (o reltar 
Mcnw/irs. I am sure tlioy have been em long sor 
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ch'Hjroin^uh intvf'l, in »!uv\ rtntl nil tlu' ntlnn mu 
v'lnulnn ]n‘*]H’n''Un'''' lint it uns rirlnmU not to 
inluno nnlic<> I'l.intiT** lint tli(\ ni'jil— u na^*, jih 
A on ob'cno nil I am mui’li o)»)jp(l 

to A on fni Amircnqnn A alunit iin I'ni-u'lu’, U i*-, 
I think pnni — nt lon'-t it Iri'- not trouhhtl mo the 
1 ut tiro (In- hut I ‘■till kooj) iin land houml nj>. 
(Itoidm" it- n'turn. 

J .im alnais irnjn[r loii Imuhlo. luit ion nio •■o 
good I um not nfr.inl of doing it m n 1 thon n-k 
ynu nhon Mr II**** lolinin the “ M()fiUMl-, ’ to 
oblige me by ^eIullng them to Mi A* •****. nho 
has long o-'-ked me foj them’ I lino foi gotten till 
non to ask a on foi Boswell, I do not apologise foi 
cramped pcnmiui-liij) as I did not engage to mend 
Jt I despan of improicment m my hand. 
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ilirch 1812 . 

I HAVE tho plcasuro to rotnrn BoswoU wIh) Ims 
given toe much amusoment Uis margms wore to 
tempting it irne nnpos^ble to refram howover a< 
Dr Johnson says of his red ink and sponge a piece 
of India rubber will rectify it I am myself so fond 
of meeting with pcncillings that I always contnbujc 
mjmito why do not you ? As, m sending It to me 
you did not mdulgo mo with any opinion^ I ought 
in rctnm, to bo equally silont but tills with me 
would ho against tho gram — right or wrong I like 
to say somctlung and very much more to hear 
ISow you tcU mo whero you took strong bene 
Tolonco” firom I must say H m pocuharly happy 
Tho words of tho quotation aro not onlv stneUj 
npphcablo but the two characters are so nlito in all^ 
their part^ General Oglethorpe must Iiaro been 
just such another colonel — a warm bcarted tender 
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old soldicv pf the old school — a pjcwa’ chcvalio , sans 
tache- ct sans pcin — there is «a a ciy strong resem- 
blance Hai e you lately heard from him ^ hut I 
suppose not Did you i cmark the two bulls m Dr 
Johnson’s Journal at Pans ^ He sajs, the " flints 
were of xvoodfl and “ much of the mai hie only 
piaste ” In anothci place, he speaks of attacking 
Polyphemus’ eyes You Icnow the C;) clops had but 
one Do you lecoUect the stoiy of a fly nlio per- 
cen ed an unevenness m the dome of St Paul’s ? — J 
V application Thcio is one subject I can by no 

means agi’cc with him on , that is the authenticity 
of Ossian If he hcaid me, he might say, as in 
page 457, “ ho knows much less of the matter than 
oui selves, I suppose,” but stiU opmions aie free, 
and we are not obhged to submit, imconimced, even 
to the mighty Cham lumself Authonty, as prece- 
dent, goes httlc way Johnson doubted, but Dr 
Blair, and thousands with him, have beheved, and 
stdl do so JkPPherson’s not gmng up the manu- 
sciipts aigues, m my opmion, nothmg agamst their 
existence , it only proves the more pinbable alter- 
b native, that he had no objection to pass for the 
author of these beautiful poems But this is out 
of the question, M'Pherson could have as much 
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wntton them as mjsolt Ho possessed icarccly any 
genius but that adapted for translation ha own 
acknoTf] edged poetry is of yerj inferior rato--ftnd 
to suppose that the eubhino ** Address to tho Sun 
in Ossmn procooded from the samo pon is, I thinl. 
absurd* Johnson says, many wen many women 
many children,” ooold haro written these poems. 

could not hare done it hnnsolf ho had not 
enough of the fine froniy As a probf that at 
least this assertion is wrong how many attempts, 
in tho manner of Ossmn ” hare boon made and 
lias ono of thorn succooded? Isot ono they are 
ns inferior as satyrs to Hypcnon. For me I 
behero itrcnuonsly and ground this bohof on a 
porosaJ of tho poems themsolres and all that has 
boon written on them — tliat is, what Dr Tolinson 
Dr Blair M Iverson lAing, tho Highland Sbaoty 
and tho ronowors haro said Tiro report of tho 
Higliland Soaotr published two or tbreo years 
ago to mo boro connction after on impartial and 
thorough inrostigation, they proTo that ilanosenpts 
have existed, and affirm that tlHimsolres haro scon, 
and possess many — that toHous passages jn Ossmtu _ 
cspocaaliy tho Address to the Son were tmo^ 
latcd unknown to, and before the tlmo of 31 l*bor 
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imttoB them as mvBelf - He posoessod sfarcclj' an^ 
gemufl but that adapted for tranalation his awa 
acknowlodgod poetry is of yery mfonor rate— und 
to suppose that tho snhlnDo -Address to tho San 
in Oasum proceeded from the same pen is, I ilnnL 
absurd. Johnson says, nmny men many froracn 
many childron " could haTO written theso poems. 
He could not haTO done it himself ho had not 
enough of tho fine froniy As a prohf that at 
least this nascrtion m wrong how many attempts, 
m the manner of Ossian hayo boon made and 
lias one of thorn succeeded f Not ono they are 
03 inferior as “ satyrs to Hyponou. For me I 
hehero strenutrasly and ground this belief on a 
perusal of tho pooms thomsolTcs, and all that has 
boon wntten on them— that is, what Dr Tohnson 
Dr Blan* il Phoreon Jjung tlio Higliland Soaoty 
and tho roTiowoTB haro imd Tlio report of tlio 
Highland Soaoty, published two or three years 
ago to mo boro connction after an importml and 
tliorough mycstigation they prore tlmt ilannscnpta 
haro existed, and afFinn Omt thcmsclyca haro seen 
and possess many — that vanou* passages in Ovtan 
espcciaJJy tho Address to the Sun were trans- 
lated unknown to and before the time of 31 Flier 
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son. They lm^c respectable CMJoneo of persons 
■nbo assisted M‘Phcrson in tiMn^-Viting — nlio san 
Ins ilamiscripts — lent and g.'i\e otlicrs to biin, and 
explained p.arts nlncli lie liiniself did not undei st.ind 
All this IS not '\agao pi oof; and on it the Ilighl.ind 
Society, a re'=pcctablo and Icai ned body of men as- 
sert tbeu' full belief in tbc authenticity of the jiooins 
Dr Blair’s disscitation, too, cariies gre.at weight 
It IS a fine composition and has nnicli good argu- 
mentation The poems thcmsclvcb ha\ c no internal 
cndence against them, (to aioid uliicli had been 
impossible, had tlioy been a forgery,) and vciy 
much for them. The only argument on the other 
side IS, “ "Vnicre ai c the Manuscripts the Gaelic 
was not a written language ” Bechet the book- 
seller, it IS luiown, once had the klanuscripts, but 
M'Pherson took them away again , and what 
became of them he would never acknowledge 
MBiether, in sullen anger at liaAing Ins word doubt- 
ed, he desti eyed them , or finding, which is more 
probable, that many people beHei ed him to be tlie 
author, made away with them to seemo to himself 
ythe fame of them, is uncertam , but, doubtless, one 
of these was his motive. “ Why not, then, if ho 
wished for fame, boldly assert himself the author ? ” 
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written them ns mvsolf. Ho possessed senredy rniy 
gonms but thnt adapted for tranalahcm his own 
acknowledged poetry is of Tcry mfenor rate — and 
to suppose that the snbliino ** Address to the Son 
in 0«5ian proceeded from the iiiino pen is I think 
absnrdu Johnson says, many men many women 
raanr children, conld haro written these poem*. 
He could not haro dono it himself ho Itad not 
cnoogh of the fine f^cIut^ As a prodf that at 
least tins assertion ls wrong liow many attempt* 
in tlio manner of Ossoin Imre been mado and 
lia* ono of them sncceedcd f Jfot one tlioy oro 
as inferior as sat^Ts to Ilypenon. For mo, I 
bolioTO strcnuonsl^ and ground this bchof on a 
jwrusal of the poems tbemsclrcs, and all that Ims 
been written on them — tlmt is, what Dr Johnson 
Dr BLiir M Pliorson Ixung tlio nighland Sbaoty, 
and tho renowers liaro said The report of the 
Highland Societv, pnbhshcil two or three year* 
•go, to mo boro connction alter an impirtwl and 
thorough inrcstigalion, tlioy proTO tlmt Jlanoscripts 
Iiaro emted, and affirm tliat thcmsciro* have seen 
and possess man r— that raneus pas^gc* la Oo*tan 
wpccmllr tho Addrtss to tlio Sun, were trans- 
lated unknown to and before tlio time of 31 Ilier 
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son They have respectable CMdence of persons 
who assisted jM'Pherson in translating — who saw 
his Manuscripts — ^lent and gave others to him, and 
explamed parts which he himself did not understand 
All tins IS not vague proof , and on it the Highland 
Society, a respectable and leanied body of men, as- 
sert them fuU behef m the authenticity of the poems 
Dr Elam’s dissertation, too, cariies great weight 
It is a fine composition, and has much good argu- 
mentation The poems themselves have no mternal 
evidence against them, (to avoid winch had been 
impossible, had they been a forgery,) and very 
much for them The only argument on the other 
side IS, “ Where are the Manuscripts ? the Gaehc 
was not a written language ” Becket the book- 
seller, it IS known, once had the Manuscripts, but 
M'Pherson took them away agam , and what 
became of them he would never acknowdedge 
WEiethcr, in sullen anger at havmg his word doubt- 
ed, he dcsti’oyed them , oi finding, which is more 
probable, that many people believed bun to be the 
author, made away with them to secimc to himself 
ythe fame of them, is unceidam , but, doubtless, one 
' of these was his motive “ Wliy not, then, if he 
w'lshcd for fame, boldly assort himself the author ? ” 
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Bocauio lio TTfts nwaro as tlio Highland Societj 
haro shoTm that th(Jro wero too many witnesses 
against Ji^m to hare atnjijied Inn) of hjs horroircd 
plames. IIo trusted rather to chance 
Tliat the langnago was a irntton one is certain 
ns there are many '^Inna8e^pt8 to bo shown m it — 
which IS proof ptmtire Besides tho constniction 
of Gaelic poctrv was peenUnr it did not regard tlio 
rhyming of lines or tho accented quantity and 
nirangetocnt of tho words bnt depended in a 
singular way on the correspondence of certain 
initial consonants and vowels, Tlus^ in itself ns 
adapted so much more for tiro oj o timn the enr^ 
proves I thinV that tlicir poetry must have been 
Written to liaro been framed But this is too bad 
to prose awa> so tombly I hopo you bohovo in 
Owan and admire liim ho equals m beauty and 
subhmitv even the Crecian and Bomnn bards 
ihcmsclvcj Boswell objects to their authenticity 
as liaving a monotony of images ITo is a silly fcl 
low Tliu u n strong proof for them for how 
could ho have vantty who hnng in to early an 
age could liaic Jmd but a pauntr of objects word'*-. 
and ideas f Ih nco the beauty of pnmitivc poetry 
haring but few oljccts for the mind to dwell on 
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it dwclU on ilioin ^'.lth the g»eatc=5{ in(('n‘«unc‘-s, 

audit not flittered an.iv, a^' m l.itor tuiK’n on 

* * 

a pct^^ Mniot,> of prctlinc^M'v Hut cnongli , this 
suhjci-t has aimed mo and I could not foiheai 
lappmg out a fen \ci«os in jnaiso of my faiountc 
1 send it to }on nithout a single (.onoction, jus( o'; 
it camc^ (except tliat I lunc copied it out fnnly) 
The magic Ijic tliat liangs on a bough onli to he 
seen, 01 * struck by imglitA Inids, is joii knon, one 
of the rainassi'in commonplaces J cal! it an 
” Ode to Enthusiasm onl\ in allusion to my onn 
tiain of thoughts at the moment I intended wilt- 
ing moie. but ‘'enough is as good ” — “ the juoieib 
js somewhat imisty,” ns Jlnmlct ea\s Collect it if 
}ou please but foi me, I bn\c done with it I 
linNC scribbled a ^nst deal of nonsense — piaj excuse 
It Pray remcinbci that this has no i elation to a 
Icttci I wrote three dajs ago, and to which I hope 
to ha^ e a reply to-moi i ow 

P S — send a basket of shawbcnies, to show* 
you I bai c a gai den 


^ Pul)li5bed m Indian Rcmujisccnccs ** 
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April 1812 . 

JLurr tlmnVs for yours of tho 30th but pmv 
bare no compunction for the future Throw rav 
letters mto that drawer of vours, and do not answer 
them till you haro paid oil your other debts and 
lave nothing bettor to do all tlio favour I ask 
tliat you will not hitf^ mo ns tho kmg (I bohovo) h 
sold to liavo done Gibbon — MTmt I more scribble 
•nribblcl As I cannot just now onjov tho pleasure 
of tirmg you with my conversation — at mdulgo 

me m tliat of anno} mg you with my scnbbhng 
— conMder tliat Co^sirabaiar may bo loo pleasant 
without a little veiation, 

I did not over Boswell I road hun very 
QttcntiTcly — lie nrau*ed me much and enriched my 
rommnnplaeo book with a good deal of information -< 
\s to tho pcncjlltngs yon will Iiaro l>mi dtsap- 
|»omtcd if you expected raiiarlt on HonvHl I 
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never venture to fill the margin with any tlmig of 
that land , my idea is, that if there be any subject 
mentioned in the text ivhich a pencilhng of a hne or 
two can elucidate, or if tliere be any shght omission 
which can he supphed, or any allusion which may 
be explamed, it may as well be done — and this not 
out of pai’ade of learmng, but the fan* wish of givmg 
and receivmg information, m short, I would have 
wi'itten what would be commumcated were two per- 
sons readmg the book together Pray adopt tins 
plan, and read books with a pencil m yom* hand — 
do not consider whether what you wiite may not be 
^known to some, but think only that theie may be 
some who do not know it, and if one is benefited, 
you have done good — ^it is but fair, too, on the give 
and take system, tliat you conti’ibute To lUusti’ate 
what I mean — Boswell speaks of Soame deny ns, 
and teUs us that Johnson was veiy severe on Ins 
book on the “ Origin of Evil” — ^but he does not teU 
us why , now, as many readers may not have seen 
this book, half-a-dozen hues in pencil would not be 
thrown away on the subject thus — Soame Jenyns’ 
Work was a disqmsition mtended to prove that evd 
/ and good are so msepai’ably connected, that no good 
can be effected without a concomitant ill, and, con- 
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scqttcntly tliflt no oril can bo done nwny, witlioat 
doing away at tlio samo tiino eome portion of good 
Such a prmaplo as it snp* nil morality, justly drew 
down Jolmsons sororest nminadreraoas I did 
not scribble down tlin but I migbt as well hnTO 
done \i for tbero may bo tcodcre to wbotn it 
would bo information. Did you orcr read Cunibor 
Innds lafo! Ho gives on mtorcsting account of 
Tonynj IIo sums up his character with saying 
that though tho worst argucr and tbo most awkward 
man ho had orcr known, ho engaged in metaphysics 
and Ttroto a poem on dancing I Isow I have taken 
such pams to explmn pray indulge mo with somo 
examples, I am glad you liked my mutation 
Johnson says nothmg further of Soldairo” — 1 

liavo nshcil fatlicr wliat it is 1 ou disapprorc 
of clotted ” — il IS as TOO observe an ugly worti 
^but I cannot thmk of a more juH one V nasty 
idea 1 ecrtainlv in sorno degreo wished to convi r — 
for wliat in rcolitj could bo more nasty tlian tlic 
operation of drc^ung tho hcml of a. beau of tho old 
school! Tim to us Is a talo of tlio times of old 
bat there are hundreds who remember it-— it was the 
bo mess of a whole dar \s moeh pornatum wa- 
irorZeJ tit to lus ham as wmil 1 to it on tin* 
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two or three pounds of powder nas lieapcd, again 
rubbed in pomatum, and again powder was 
heaped, and tins till there was as much weight on 
the head as it would carrj Recollect, too, that one 
of these heads was not opened (the technical term) 
for a month or two perhaps — and then, object if 
you can to the word “clotted” I can concene 
notlung more disgusting — and that the picture I 
have diawn is jmt, is proved by what Standard 
says of Bean Chneher, in the “ Constant Couple ” 
“ Nay, madam, my nose could not mistake him I 
smelt the fry by his pulviho from the balcony doivn 
to .the sti’eet” — rather a sti’angc recognition, but it 
defends the term I have used , lion ever, I allow it 
IS an ugly word, and I would alter it wei e it wortli 
altermg, or did I write it ovei again I agree with 
you as to the other thing — ycleped Ode I hke it 
much less than my tribute to Fletcher, (not that I 
mean to say that is good,) but allowance must bo 
made, I sciibbled off this m a gi’eat huriy — ^took 
httle pains — and care httle about it, and so let it 
die 

y- Why should I scold you about Ossian, when you 
say, “he is gieatly sublime, and possesses much 
tenderness and pathos, and frequently took your 
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fancy caphref Could I desire warmer or more 
clcgimtlj expressed pnuso than tha for him f That 
you have not lately looked mto him cannot draw 
reproaches from mo — for neither have I That 
your attention flagged may bo accounted for without 
imputing want of beauty to him or wont of tasto to 
yon. Even honey you know can doy — and I 
Dgroo with you that ho is rather to bo tasted than 
doTOured — for his uimlanty of beauty frcqncntlv 
fatigues or to Imvo kept up the metaphor pafli 
upon tho appetite. But tliat on the whole you like 
luro I was Buro of before you wud it — you could 
not help domg it for tho gods made you poetical*^ 
I did not mean to exceed a sheet hut to answer r 
question of yours will I am afraid lead mo mto r 
Kcond, Agam let mo bog you to forgive mo foi 
drawing to abundantly on your patience 

1 ou avk mo wliat 1 think of Uttnl t^rtf — tlint is 
of Johnvma opimon of it It is certainly n pre- 
judice earned to the length ho comes it but 1 
liavo mortj respect for it than any otlicr of hi 
prejudices I partake very much m Ins rcnemtior 
Cor the good old honett enstom of rhynung tin 
I con ulcT as the legitimato currenev of the b nghsl 
Pama, ms but at tho same time 1 Iwlto no olj« 
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tion to the other True poetry is independent of 
all forms — ^it exists equally m rhyme or blank 
verse, or even m measured prose , but had I my 
choice of dress, I would stipulate for the “ sweet 
recurrence of the frequent i hyme ” I do not think 
that the “ language suffers distortion to keep it out 
of prose,” when a real poet uses it , but in common 
hands this obseivation is certainly ti’ue How 
many turgid, inflated, bombastic thoughts, termed 
blank veise, do we not every day see^ — Phihps’s 
“ Splendid Shilhng ” is the just satire on these 
But when a real poet wi’ites m it, this, hke every 
.other form, obeys him — thoughts must always 
master words, and the vigour of ideas beais along 
oui’ admiration, no matter what the vehicle Thus, 
when Milton moves on so majestically and subhmely, 
who can regret that he uses blank verse ^ So ex- 
cellent are his expressions, that we think no other 
foi m could equally well have represented his ideas , 
but this is an error He might have worn any 
dress, and equally pleased m any thus, who can 
doubt that the “ Paradise Lost ” would have com- 
manded equal admiration had it been written m 
rhyme, who reads his “ Lycidas ’ ” This, though 
not without its faults, is, in my opmion, the most 

Q 
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molodioiis, tho most poetical piece m the Engliali 
liftigaago I wiali you could boor Coloud Stxuirt 
recito it — I IwTo frequently , and I noror admired 
any poetry any recitation so mudu Is ext 

\ oung — I admit bi^ Kigbt Thoughts to bo oi 
qoiBito but tbo measure loads them no additional 
beauties tlioy would have equally cnebantod ns m 
tho couple L Tope s “ Elogy to on Unfortunate 
Ixidr ” u equally raelanoboly cquaDy melodious. 
JoJmson « ) aoity of ITuman TVisJios is too m 

tbo same strain and by no means inferior Thom 
son 8 Soa'MJDs are admirable — but it is ttiU tbo 
poet — for wlto will not ncknowlcdgo that Goldv, 
smith B Deserted \ illago and Tmvcllor " aro 
equally bcnntiful and who will sny tliat Thom 
son 8 fame depends on blank rerbo who roads 
lus Castlo of Indoloncof Dut now I liaio 
named tbo tlirco towering IJards who please in 
that because they would Irnro ploa*cd in any thing 
descend a step lower Mlicro ii nnv thing more 
that can stand in competition with rjirino f Aken 
side e nca*iires of the Imagination I would rout 
with CaraplKlIs Pleasures of Hope ArreuV 
strongs 1 HViy on Health most cower to fiftr 
pieces 1 ope and Dryden dnro all the rest off tbo 
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field GloACi ^ " Looinda''/’ avIio road'i ’’ — ^slio can 
read’ — and yet liow easy to read epics in ilnine^ 
jricklc’'^ " Camoens,” Pryden’s “ Virgd,” and fifty 
otliers, are read nitli delight — blank ^or*5c poems, 
generally, if not pre-ennnenth boaiitifnl, aicrcad 
iritli languor and inattention But as a just test of 
comparatnc mciits, Cow-jicr, as a poet, may chal- 
lenge CAcn Pope , but y Inch is the translation y Inch 
read and will he i cad — Pope’s, or Cowpei ’s blank 
verse one of Homer’’ Blank verse, then, I con- 
sider as an engine only to bo \ ontured on by v ci y 
gi eat poets , they can gn c it grace and beauty, 
^though in itself it possesses neither, as is proved by 
the appearance it makes in infci loi hands Bhyinc, 
on the contiaiy, equally is capable of the highest 
beauties, and contains in itself an mtrinsic one that 
adapts it for pleasing, even when used by common 
poets Moderate poetiy is made tolciablc by 
rhyme , only the best jioetry can render blank 
verse tolerable In this I consider to bo their 
difference How many poems are there to which 
the rhyme adds beauty and grace , and does not 
'Mhe “ Bape of the Lock ” owe to it many beauties ’’ 
Does not — ^but to repeat all its praises would be 
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to panogynso almost the enhro round of English 
poetry — Pope, Gray Collms — ten thousand names 
must fctand fortli m its praiso, for to it botr much 
oro they mdebted I If tho rejecting tho rhymo bo 
a hoautv m tho hcroio mcosuro certainly by ana 
log) it ought equally to bo ono m orory other and 
yet without it bow grating would tho most beauti 
ful Odes and Elegies sound I Tho orponmont has 
l)con often tried and is almost unammonsly allowed 
to have faded- Latm mcasurca aro abhorrent from 
tho gomus of our language Collins or Kirko 
W bite may Iravo produced one or two furoumhlo 
fcpociracti' but tho exception proves tlio rule. ^ 
nm a good deal of Boileau s opmion — 

** L<* Ten Ic ml«« rmjtO, U pin* nobt« 

Nf p«t pUlre k 1 «pdt qsvid I orvtOe ” 

Bat where have I wandered tof This is indeed 
proving with a vengeance bat I not do it 
inoeh linger I thinks then tliat blank verse with 
good poetry in it Is lK?autiful — rt lias a inajcstie 
Mep and as it leaves rou more to the poefrr rs 
wtU adapted fur vrrr suhlmio or rcry bcwuttful 
wmluncnts hut rlijrae might olwavs supply its 
place without loss— and there are ten tlwusand 
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sni'jcds for ilnnnc fif, nixl blnnk ^<'r‘•c 

not,- — so that, on (ho whole, I am a John'^oin.ni 
Now, pray tell me what a on nio' — 1ml do not lot 
the thought of jMilton, sway a on — hut say, 
were you asked a oui adMte hy a pci^on about to 
write a poem on a coimnon subject — whnt he should 
wide it in, winch would you answc'i ^ Do not, 

X 

howcicr, set me dowai as di'-hking blank ACise — 1 
almost, I ivns going to ‘J.ay, adore — that 1 *^, inptu- 
louslj admiic a thou'^and pieces in it, but on the 
whole, my sufiiage is for rhjmc. The other re- 
quires the gi eater poweis, and may bo sublime — 
the latter is moic gcnciaUy useful, and admits of 
c\ cry gradation of beauty I could ba\ c adduced 
instances nearer borne, but they would bavc told 
against rac Tlic “ Adcb'C'^s to Loic,” and its com- 
panion, you loiow my opinion of — but I again 
contend that it is to the mind displayed in them, 
not to the measui e, we owe the pleasure they give 
us, — the measure is good, but the same images 
wmuld have pleased in any otbci I bavc scribbled 
tiU I am sleepy, so foigive wbat effects of my 
Miowsmess may appear here 

The ram foil here last night, but very partially 
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— plontrful jn oao spot scarcely any m another I 
am taking orery advantage of it and aowing 
bn^kly Calcaporo I shall not ronsit till my sow 
logs arc completed which will not I oipoct bo 
Tcr> soon 
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Apnl 1812 

ILvmkg had no ram, and con«:cquont]y little to 
do, I liaA e been enabled to i ead liai d, and finished 
Bowcll last lught I non ictmn him nith man} 
thanks 

Thank you foi the coircction about Miss Linlcy 
— ^in ivriting Limvood my nieinoi y was treacherous 
But pray, why did not } ou gi\ e this little piece of 
inforination yourself — was it not an illusti atiou that 
the passage req^un ed ^ Tlus i‘« i eally too bad — you 
ought in fairness to have pencilled whatever 
occurred to you 

I cannot help laughing at the part where you 
say you aic too old to mend at chess — i eally a very 
great old ago!! Do youi yeais pi ess heavily^ 
*d, too, am beginning to be bowed down, — but I 
keep up my spu-its, recollecting that Jolmson, when 
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ho 1 TO 8 more than treble either your ago or mmo 
could learn Lott Dutch — and I do not, therefore 
quite despair mth your nssistauco of iraproTing 
Btill nt chess 

Ion Imvo brought ngamst mo Johnsons only 
Mjntenco m favour of blank verso but rocoHect 
that the reason ho gave for this * verso unfoDcn 
uncurst, being particularly suited to tlio Kight 
Thought* TTOs for Trhat, though a bcautv in them 
TTonld liavo been a fault m any other poem — wild 
diffusion and digressive nolhc* ” Ilcgulanty and 
rlivmo are on tbo irhole tho best though diffusion 
and blank tctso os scon in this instance may-ij? 
exquisite 

^ oung • IlcsignatloD irrittcn nflerTrard* In 
rliTTnc ahoTTS that ho was do very staunch advocrtto 
for irhat lio «dls ^ verso recloirried 1 our adroi*- 
sion IS quito ns much ns 1 Tmnl I have tho plcfl 

hiiro to find wo nro of the same opinion proemly 

for it IS that rhvtpo may please in any degree 
either by tho mind it contains or sunply by mel(>- 
dions structure — but that blank verso admits of no 
wean — it IS either abomlnablo or exquisite — rmnd 
lieing able to overcome its mcchauical defect. 



I Tvill not gnc \ip llio “ I’ Lo‘>( ’ oti (lie 
score of suWmiity — “L^ culas ’ !^o^rmg ni '•onio p.it ti 
to (he full as Ingli I tlinilc 2^Iil(uii coultl li. no pic- 
sened its bcaiitio'? in am dic''* 
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j\prU ISl* 

RETunx mo all yon con find on Cluna pajxr 
a* these ttcto ray fool copies and I did not at tho 
tirao take others. Tho Indian Eroning I will 
rotom if you plcaso but I Iwd rather hum it 
Tljo Psalm \ou must allow me os a 
favonr not to send vou back a fair oxclmngo la no 
robhorv — send therefore two pieces in heu of 
them 

To a Lolly with Hammonds Flogies • was 
wntten Mireral years ngo I found It in tearing op 
a parrel of ohl paptrs the pervra to whom it was 
ftddrt^MHl mo t liaro been Afm ilose I Jo not 
rccoDcet any terrestrial tJmt I worshippetl at that 
time — it wai all fancy Rot as an eicuM* I heherc 
Hammond « Ladr was t'ljoafly in tho clouds"' 


la “ Iintlta lUnlnLerDtSM.** 
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ITjs 1o\c, &c, i<= go!icially spoken of Lord Clics- 
tcrfiold speaks -vciy cloganlh of jt , and ‘^o j( is 
not unusual to consider )inn as anollicr Petrnich — 
a leal lo^cr — but tins I much doubt Ills fanijuaffe 
was ccitninly tlio real language of pa«‘?ion, but ts 
not so in Jam When Tibulliii used if, lo\e dic- 
tated, but lo^e IS not a lianslator — and all 
Ilaimnond is a close copy an almost lifcial tiaiis- 
lation, of Tibullus Tins proves liis Icaining and 
taste, but I think not liis passion, however, I am 
avraic this is heietical. 

The other piece I tried the other daj , when in a 
passion mth Jfr Fawkes for "pinching his tail to 
make him go,” — this was so lion idly vulgar an 
idea, and so vulgarly expressed Faw kes’s nieasui e, 
too, I thought ill-chosen foi the subject , the oi igi- 
nal IS very simple, and considered as particularly 
beautiful, but it is of a land of beauty not easily 
transfused into another language , therefoi c blame 
not the gentle Sicilian shepherd foi the faults you 
may see in my version 

If it is not gmng you too much trouble, may I 
► ask you to copy foi mo the first line of Kirko 
"White’s translation fiom Desbaireau, with the 
V olume and page in which it is ? 



"WTiat dcKSi D • * * tlunk of ? I wxsb I waa 

ihopudrt and I irould Icctnro t)»tm from rcraca 2 
3 and 4 of chop it St Jamca Ton mart not Imj 
B urpnsod ot my quoting St Jomea for tlua Imppenfl 
to bo a fiiTounto chapter and moroorcr it ttos 
neccsfiiry to refresh my momorj bj reading it orer 

again as an antidote to Mr cahmg good works 

splendid sins I wonder Lott tliought 

it worth their while to supproifs tin- unless indeed 
Tcry wisely fearing tliat thoj would liaio gone to 
greater lengths 

I SCO Tory httlo to bo objected to in tlus sermon 
but its whole tenor which is ondcntly rawng faith 
at tho expense of works* Ho says — As it « 
neither good works nor mentonous hfo will save u 
BO neither will repentance laro ns — " but hutb 
and faith alone will 

I\ow read St James os an answer to this 1 
think tliat lio shonld liaro said tliat neither good 
work^ nor repentance nor faitli nro ungl^ sufB 
cient — tlmt no two of them are enough but that 
onlr the three conjointlr are saflicient He tlmt 
foils in one point fails In tlio whole and without 
rejKmtancc for the past w( rLs Aw the present and 
faith for the fatore m>{hing is iffectcd Quoting 
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text-' m fa\om of any paitictilar one 3s ti^-elcss — 
cadi has thon'and piai^cs — iiliioU only pioie 
that the nhole is loqmsito 

IVcslc} s cloctiine, and 11111111 !Mi adopts, 

IS — “ lliat noilvs befoio iiistijic.ition arc ’’ Tins 
I cannot suli'ciibc to I mil admit that they foim 
of thcnisclic' no pistificatmn but I cannot coiisulci’ 
them as nnlcing a man ivoifif' If they aic cmI in 
their intimsic natino, then is one of the component 
paits of saUatiou cmI for St James dcclaies none 
can be saied unless works be snporadded to faith 
The presuming 'upon noiks and simply the 
2 '>ossessing them, aic mdcly diftcrent matters It 
I might speak inetaphoiically, I nould say that 
moiahty is the statue of Prometheus — perfect in its 
foi m, but without animation ; and that faith is the 
vital spark which inspired it That the two co- 
operated, and neithci liacl been sufficient — the per- 
fect statue n itliout the spark being useless , and 
that spaik, had it been infused into a mishapen 
log, could not have made a man 

Ml *^*'*^*- speaks of the danger aiising fioni those 
who lull us asleep in impenitence, by teUing us n e 
are to be saved by our works If he means, as he 
implies, “ woiks alone” — it is a doctrine I at least 
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norcT heard mciilcatod from any pnlpjt nnd if Iw 
speaks only of those iroak porsons, Trho nmy draw 
sdch an mferenoo from tho constantly rccommcndod 
obscrtanco of morality tho danger is certainly as 
great on tho other sido — that people into wlioso 
oars foilh and fmth alone is constantly rung 
shonld treat good works with disregard. I do not 
say tlmt such is tho onginal tenet of Methodtsm 
but such M tho rory obnous inference so muth 
so that among tho sect m England dirty mgs 
IS tho common term for good aetioni And they 
oTcn Itavo gone so for as to say (I haro myself 
read it ) tlmt good works are tho high rood to 
devil and ono which ho mo^t prefers ns most 
seduang 

Hut I cannot concciro how I came to tlunk of 
preaching to you IVnj oicuso it — tins ii really 
too had — hat my pen always outstrips judgment 
and even thing cNe Tlih is my thon<andfh tres- 
pass on Your good nature 
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Mftj 1812 

I HAD the plcn'^nrc of rccciAing your note, nitli 
the “Epiti’e nu\ Fomme*^” cnclc^cd I now retuin 
it with a copy as you yushed, and ha^c only to say, 
that there being no trouble in the case, I ha\c 
notlung to eyciisc It is iile sinking paper that I 
hare used, but I hope you will find it cieiy uhcro 
legible Theie is one word in the original uhich 
I cither do not imdci stand oi cannot read, in my 
copy I have pencilled it — it is ‘^ paitie ” Do 
you know what this is ^ I adrmi e this poem much ,' 
the yeisc is extremely easy, coirect, and harrao-^ 
nious, and the sentiments good, though I like SEss 
Aikin better I wish the author had dwelt a httlo 
more on the thousand interesting lelations of 
woman His picture of her firmness is very sti ong 
and beautiful, and he should equally have di’awn 
lier in pity, fihal affection, true love, and twenty 
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other points of non- I do not hko tho episode 
ohout irhothcr women onglit to wnto rmo or not 
it t I tlunk nn«tplncctL But on tho whole I 
admire it mucli Tlio concluding picture of tho 
lono man i' tct> well dmwm Tho passage I most 
admire n tluit iK'ginnmg Quoi I disois jc to the 
end of tho pnmgraplL. It is highlv poetical and 
of thn particularly tho couplet nlwnt the nerros. 
Till re IS a nondcrful deni of bcftut\ I think in tho 
word ajacfe thongh this tonn is w> profusely 
and mdi‘<cnn)iDntclv a^ed m French poetry tliat I 
nin nfmid the jxirticular beauty 1 nllnde to mar 
not liavo been meant by tho author Tlio bre'\U„ 
of a bco tho nerves on <^(7f is on cxtremi Ir 

Imppr oipr<«» ion and I nerer met with it hoforo I 
am not howerer jn^t now in either on admiring or 
cntici mg liumour which is fotiimate^or toil Do 
Ton know who ih tho writer of this poemf if so 
jirar tell me Immo<lwtely I reeeircd ^our note 
I Pit down to tlio translation bnt hare bom 
as Tou will find m no poetic Imraour indeeil mr 
rerv mrthoil was formal and precise T mferisl 
on mr task os nn a sum in anthraetic Itammenng 
ihrongb mrh c<nipl t vmgly and tlicn pr<vre<ling 
loih»*neTt HjthfHit pving imap nation the slfgldo^l 
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play, or liaMng one fit or stait to the end of my 
carcoi I might, pci haps, liavo concctocl many 
parts for the better, but did not bkc blotting , and 
send you, therefoi e, my fold copy qmte fair This 
China paper I must have back at some future time, 
when I will wi ite out, if you think it deserves it, a 
fairer copy, and try to make a few amendments 
In this you may as weU render mo assistance I 
have omitted io translate one couplet because I did 
not understand the allusion, and consequently might 
have made some blunder I have no books here to 
enquire of blinon I conclude to be the cclcbi ated, 
^but la Chati’e” I know nothmg about , and do not 
recollect, oi never knew, of what nature the pen 
spoken of may be Can you infoi m me Pei haps 
the “ Encyclopedia” may say something, under the 
article “ Ninon de I’Enclos ” The Soldan’s love 
for a nez i etrousse, may remind you of Rosalana 
in the “ Sultan ,’ ’ but to account for this, the “ Sultan ” 
IS one of those farces we have stolen from the 
Fi'ench Pi ay, criticise freely whatever you do 
not like 

^ J return the second volume of “ The Gentleman’s 
Magazine” .and Miss Talbot’s works I hke this 
lady’s writings very much indeed, tliey have an 
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oxtmuoly srmplo and cliasto flow rmd m my 
opinion at least eo pure and correct nro Iior sen 
tuncntB that I giro my suffrage to almost orcry 
word I read. Ilor Thoughts for tho ‘\\ cck nnd 
all her Essnys arc admirable and in true good prac 
Ucal Btmim Some of her Pmlogucs I liho l<rfs than 
others Hot rastomU 1 diMtko tho third imitn 
tion IS tho only one 1 adnure Her nllegoncs are 
well kept up and her poetry is such a? I expected 
— correct and cicgaut Haro the goodness to send 
rao by tho bearer of this Jlrs Grant s Poems 
and Letter* from tho ilountains, I hnyo heard 
from Rungport of tho nmral of tho boots 
no opimons Mardi and Campo will I anr 
liko tho lively I nneo do Ligne M (yintinno^ 
Adam Smith me till 1 get quite poscil nt tlio long 
crabbed paragraphs of wluch he graiclr n ks im 
wliat J think 1 haio now before mo a d(^perat»* 
ntract from book it rliap in p 2 j 1 pTii'' 
tom to it and tell me wlmt i/mi think hor me 
when I think of ilieso matter^ I get into the state of 
|>«ir Mr Hugh in Catmlh s hen he was paroling , 
at 111 Uiiin grammar so 1 always pul it off tiU 1^ 
*a down to an wrr and then take thihg> nt a vrn 
tart' I wi h he wmil I con iiU itie aUint Cltarl *110 



Smith, for loilly Mr Athim Smith nml Loid M’cl- 
hngtoii rtt c met o bo^\ mg itcqtmmt imv*' of mine , imd 
to .mswei lii^ Icttoi^ 1 nm citlirr oldigcil to go 
througli a ooni'C of pohfit.tl finance, or ihtoiigh a 
coinso of nen '•pajici and I do not knon nliicli i^ 
woi'C, but I mu'^t not tell Inin this, for ho lo\es 
doaily to ln\c .1 political argument, and nh% not 
mdulffc him’ lie i«, I think an excellent nnn, and 
1 must not giudgc Inin the tioublo Adam Smith 
sometime'! gnc<! me 

I am soiry I shall not bo able to come in to yoiir 

puity to-moiio\v; hut I do not intend stiiimg until 

,1 hare some lain to complete my sonings I li.iAC 

not much unso^^l, but rhat is 111 this state may be 

considcicd almost as lost, it is non so late — and I 

am 'leiy doubtful of the spiingni^ up of a large 

portion of nhat is sovm , — mthout lain I shall lose 

a very gi’oat deal Tins Hatching of the elements 

keeps me in a constant frctfulncss of teinpci , I am 

frequently unsettled, and unfit even to lead The 

last time I iras hero it threr me into a positive 

fei er , it is, mdeed, the most vexatious life m tlie 
> 

world — and I would advise those nho wish to keep 
the chaiacter of 'philosophers not to talcc to this 
employment, for they will certainly forfeit it 
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^oTr tlmt I fim abont it I might os well giro 
Tou tlii9 want of mm m rm eicnuwi foe, my bad 
\cTMs and mdiicd my author 11 «t dimi 

CO rcprocho nn fnnda do 

Ilad I known tho length of tlio tctscs you have 
M> kimlly copied out I would not Imro boon bo nn 
oonvionablo to have requested it I nra really 
ndmmcd of m\ polf I I am happy to coinado per 
fcctlv with von in opinion tho lines nrc extremely 
pretty tho commcncomcnt more particularly to 
and liad thev conclnded at tho place yon x>oint out 
it liad certainly been better 

Bv tho hr (but vou miwt cicum hyprrcntict«TVL^ 
in that conplet which you quote tho gmniutar in 
fal«e — 

*' \Mi»i IT thf »ID f Prorldrtc* 

Tl •Ion rtfiiuT. 

Infidelity repines wliato cr — this m wrong , it 
should be — 

At »lal tl>^ «fn of Protlilmn* •. 

"TU iKUrCtj •lotn* *• 

Still there in so mach beauty in many pa ages In 
the biter part tliat I cannot regret but on or 
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count of tlie troulole you have had, that they arc 
not omitted As to the initing, I assuie you I see 
in it no cause for ci iticism , it is more than legible 
There is, homever, one hne on which I have my 
doubts I read it and the preceding one thus, — 

Though baffledTunds their firuxtless tods deplore. 

And vales uncheerful laugh and sing no more ” 

If this be the coirect readmg, the sense is, I 
think, a httle bad Yales may very poetically be 
said to laugh , hut of a singing valley I have no 
conception However, by poetic hcense, the term 
may bo defended, and the chuuuping of the gras- 
^hoppeis, &c &c , may be allowed to give its epithet 
to the valley itself 
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I HAVE TO«;iYCii TOUT noto tnth the thinl jNuto\)CT 
Prar do not imto ngum on note paper — I do not 
TTonl tooro tlmn you pleaxe to give but I ttwIi yon 
to IcoTO yourtH,lf room for any fortunate humour 
that may exceed \our first intentions It nlrqij^ 
gncTOs mo to Bco ft note 6Ucd to tho bottom for I 
cannot help fnne^ mg tlml mint of paper hindere<l 
It from AnelUng to a letter — and indeed I de^no 
Mffr» from tho inloo 1 m^l on them 

I haro lieard from Ilungporc. Tlio book** fire 
Tcr\ nceeplnblo to Caiiii>o but he complains of tlu* 
number ns too rraall (I K?nt him thirt\ ) nmh for 
fear of running Imrt cet nomues ns mnrh as po*- 
mUo — n*ads onlt at night — and htints luritfrlf to 
one soluTOont eacb hittmg 

I liLo Mr* Grant Ttr\ mmli ns fir ns 1 y t 
know h T IhiI Imo only got through the fir>t 



LETTER XLIII. 


207 


volume. My attention is just now dnidccl TMtli 
much othev reading hvc volumes on Hogarth — 
Irwmg’s “ Life of Buchanan ” — two or tin ec volumes 
of levievrs and magazines — ^Dehllc’s “ Jaidin,” and 
a Fi’ench novel, “ Charles ct Mane,” are lying on my 
couch, and I am half-vray tin ough each One hook 
at a tunc were more regular, and perhaps bettor — 
but desultoiy and lOving reading is nhat I have 
indulged m all my life, and the habit is now too 
sti’ong to be bi oken , indeed, why should I wish it 
so, when this gives me so niucli gi eater facihty of 
bemg always amused 

, I think you would laugh to see the books 1 
sometimes pore over foi houi’s Johnson’s “ Dic- 
tionary ” is a particulai favoiuitc, and‘'Lackington’s 
Catalogue ” I find highly entertaining In neither 
taste am I smgular Di Robertson read the “ Dic- 
tionary ” twice over , and a lady did the same m its 
pocket form — ^liking it, she said, foi its mce, even, 
short sentences; — as to catalogues, theie are a 
whole tribe in England who read scarcely any 
thing else — the bibhologists But I am as bad as 
"^Mrs Grant, digressing away most tciribly 

Tour account of the Qualcers — Clarkson’s — 1 
never lead, but I read one m England, which was 
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mucli more of the narratiTO kind, and m relating 
the missions and exploits of tlio carlj Quaker^ \mn 
Torj* nmusmg IIo garo a >orj' entertaining 
account of a lady trlio "vrent to conTcrt tlio Grand 
Turk and of nuotlior irlio undertook tlio Riino 
bcncToknt office for lus Ilolmc^ tho Popol 

1 agree with vou tliat their tlicorj is lery beau 
tiful and pare and the Trondtr is timt though 
apparenti} too spintoal and refined ^ ct it lias been 
actually reduced to practice and proserred umm 
paired bince its first mstitctiom Bat tlio fact is 
tbev arc indebted for tins not bo nincli to tlicir 
moral \RtLni as In tlio ndtnirablo regulations tli^v 
liaro cstahbslicd for tlicir internal polity Tlicir 
;Kf *nYiieri n certaiolv earned too far but tlin* 
too lias M\cd them from tho bhocks and roTolu 
tkms of other hccts Some of tluir doctnnes we 
mav con idrr erroneous but tlicr are iipdoubliMlIy 
nnlU ngnrded t lie roost implc bLimtlcvs, Jiami 
lc-» anil pure set of people now cxi ting \ 
Quaker IS another word for integnty ami unafiiHied 
piitv — m short a character alwars rc>pected and 
though I am m t gmng to become one s ct I ih not* 
like jour fmmd tin, renegade for lie left tliein twt 
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on prmciplc, I tlnnlc — an offonco that nothing can 
“ extii pate,'^ you knoiv ' I 

Whilst I have been mating tins letter, it has been 
laimng yery hca^aly I am grateful for it, but it 
has come sadly late, and what I shall norr sow 
must in all probability be carried away by the 
liver, befoie ripe I shall have every thing com- 
pleted by to-mori ow, but must stay here a few days 
to watch its coming up But I must not look to 
distant dangers — ‘‘ sufficient for the day,” &c Ex- 
cuse all this prosmg I ought to m ite in a better 
vem, since the long looked-for ram has at last come 
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LETTER XLIV 


Jne ISIS. 

I iiAvn nothing of tlio Slntni* SooToln, about inf* 
and cannot bimi whi{t I Juito a regard for 
keeping letters is n at^nm intb me An a proof of 
this I send YOU ono which mil show that tlio littlo 
storr I told was not nn tni'enfiou Tlio little slip 
of TiTiting on tho out idc signetl L. \ is niv 
mother s 1 mlue it niurh for the enquiry nlmut 
the holydavs is so rerv like lier I suppose 1 lind 
oxpre«se<l impatience nt tho IkxiLs not Ining sent 
which drew on mo tho name of old growler'* 
Anv name was ilenr from her 

Tlic ocen M»n of my Imring written tho wriuon 
olio led to was tins My mother when nt Hath 
liad ngret ihlr to her cn tom reail Mime ikf hit 
ti rses to mv gmnd-aunl a pious cliantahle nmV 
rrallT i xirllcnt old hdr who nHer I stqpos 
praising ihrm duly roeoramendrd my mother to 
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turn my tliouglits to serious subjects, and adyise me 
to exercise myseE in sermons This idea so much 
pleased my mother, that she msisted on my com- 
posmg one, which I of course did as well as I could 
I recoUect the text was m Jacob’s stoiy , but, hke 
a pert unthihkmg schoolboy as I was, I at once 
travelled out of the record, and made a furious 
digi’ession to attack avarice — the last thing I ought 
to have spoken of, as my grand-uncle was a decided 
miser , and in the same pobtic way, because my 
grand-aunt was a little touched with Methodism, I 
inveighed vehemently agamst the docti’me of “ faith 
without woiks , ” and yet how good-naturedly she 
passes this over ^ I did not deserve it I cannot help 
laughmg when I think how unadapted it was to my 
sober leader One passage in it, as a muster, I 
lemember, apostrophising avaiice “ When Jove 
first cui scd the world with dls, thou surely went of 
the direst fi om Pandora’s box ^ ” And it was all in 
this rodomontade style, that would have cut into 
blank verse I msli I had kept a copy, for it was 
a cmaous farrago , indeed, a cento rather than a 
Xiomposition, for it was brimful of quotations Virgil 
trod on the heels of Moses , Hudibras jostled St 
Paul, and Job and Pope were hand-and-glove I 
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had tlm tnck then strong upon rao ond^ (dna I I 
have not yot broken it but I run trying to do bo 
Eicuso tbiB long Btorr I rcnlly cannot help run- 
ning off to tho right and left and must nlwars 
oicrciso vour indolgcncc 

Surely I could not have promised tou intorost in 
Zastrom for I felt none mvBclf I think mth 
you it IS too unuatuml — in a great measure it is 
an imitation of tho Braro of ^ onicc.” I said 
it was deep bnt by no means meant liaficliftfh 
ronianct. Of this there is rer^ httlo to ho mot with 
Did vou os or read tho Ilosnl Captircs by 
Mrs k cates? If not I tbink you would like it 
It IS at Ciilcaporc 

Do not take the tronhle of making ont a Ttsl of 
voiir noTcln Campo I know has not read anr of 
them if therefore vou would send four or five 
Sets to mo I would forward them with as manv 
more to him He must not Imvo all tho gooil ones 
together or he wiU suffer ofterwanis mlt there- 
fore gooil nml poor tigether llo is a great l>ook 
worm and will cat throngli all tho oovels Iieforo ho 
has done « 

I Will return tlio /yu/re and translation in a few 
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days. Pvay, do not lose youv Frcncli , but take up 
a course of leading in that language. The trage- 
dies are perhaps the purest and most mtcrcsting. 
I can assist you mth books m any hne Did you 
ever read Floiian’s “ Numa Pompihus’” I hke it 
very much Tlimk of this, and devote an hour 
every day to leadmg and mitmg m it, or ti’ans- 
late backivaids and forwards In my opmion, 
school ought to last all our hves ^ and, mdeed, 
you thmk so too, for you go on cultivating and 
inci easing youi’ stock most laudably 

I am vei y much obhged to the ci itic who pomted 
out the mendable part about “ Madame de Sevigne ” 
Ho or she is very right Thei e is an ambigmty in 
the expression, which I wdl alter 

My indigo plant goes on well, and is hlcely to do 
so , but this IS very little I do not like unneces- 
sarily to be gloomy, but I cannot help bemg so 
now , for my sowings were so late, that though the 
plant wiU thrive well, yet, unless the rams set in 
late, or lather the river rises late, the mundation 
must di’own a great part of it before it is fit to cut 
>I am m great, and not unfounded, fear foi this sea- 
son Operations I shah commence by the 10th of 
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noxt montli I oipcct and then for a mstication of 
two monthi I IIowoTor the nmnufactunng son'on 
IS so cxtrcmelv busy that tuno never liangs hoan 
ly Tbo cloud watching period is tho raost an 
noying 
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LETTER XLV 


June 1812 

I HAVE received tlie seventeen volumes, whicli 
are, I thank you, a plentiful supply 

“ Nares’s Essays” I have merely dipped mto, 
(among his poeti’y you wdl find that epdogue I 
spoke of as belonging to the same play as that of 

Mr I ’s brother’s ) I slammed very hghtly 

over the papers on the “ Demon of Socrates,” and 
“ Cupid and Psyche,” havmg read almost fohos 
on these subjects, and not then being aivare how 
well he had treated on them The latter is the 
favomute theme of eommentators, and it certainly 
deserves all their cares , for it is, without exception, 
the most beautiful fable in the whole round of 
Grecian mythology — a mythology that has “ grace 
>m all its steps ” The extiact you have quoted I 
am very much ohhgcd to you for Tins lovely 
story IS di'cssed m it in smtahly elegant expression j 
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but TOQ mn^t not oscribo to ilr Karos or Jacob 
Bryant tbo mcnt of its discovery The nllogor} 
as boro dehverod is tho ono tbnt lias been univcr 
sally received, sinco tho days of Ilcsiod (I boboro 
ho first relates tbo story m lus Tbcogony 0 In 
do«h in Greeco itself it is scarcely an all^ry tbo 
lUfral story signifying wliat Sir ^arcs has written 
Eros tho Grecian name of this deity — means 
" divino love " m opposition to Antoros who is 
more properly the terrestrial god wo call Cupid 
and Psvclio or rather Psouche is tho GroeV. 
word for soul — it moreover signifies n butter 
flv which in Grecian fible is very gmcefullv 
accounted its cmblcra \nd con idenng it as such 
\dnnn made that iK^autiful address to his soul 
when he was dvmg tliat Popo lias paraphrased in 
his Bymg Clm tinn 

1 lato who liad pcrliaps the most cvqnHitrly 
rcfineil mind ever on ting dwells with rapture on 
this delightful storv I cannot In Ip quoting wliat 
ho ivs m tins parL SpcjUing of beauty he de- 
fines It to Ik* not tlie pecnkir conformation of onr 
limb or feature and not to con ist m tho paiiiftdar^ 
blending of any shatlcs of cokmn* lint to Ihj n erf 
tain favanating grace whidi delights the heart of 
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the beholder, and atti*acts Ins love Tins grace, 
he obsev^cs, though discoverable outvardly, is m 
effect the resplcndom* and ray of an interior and 
invisible beauty originating entu'ely in the amiable 
quahties of the sold. 

This theory, at least, ought te be time, and, I 
think, generally considered, ts so Ilcncc, the 
ancients, in malang Cupid veil Ins eyes, perhaps 
meant to infer that, “’Tis not a set of features 
or complexion — the tincture of a slon, that he 
admu’es , ” but that the beauties of the soul alone 
can atti’act his regards, and only beautiful nrtuc 
concihate his affections 

Almost aU the Gi ecian mythology is allegory — 
as you lyiU perceive if you -will read a httle book 
you have — “ Bacon’s Fables ” Smee you admue 
him, I wdl ddigently read !Mi‘ FTares immediately 
you retmm him I hope you have used jour pencil 
By the way, this gentleman was lately, and may be 
stdl, m conjunction with Dr Beloe, the conductor of 
the 1 enew called the ‘‘ Bi itish Critic ” 

I am glad you so much hke Braham, for often 
'^d often have I hung dehghted on the mellow 
tones of his voice , and felt that thrill, with feelmgs 
which I thought, tdl I read yom’ letter, mdescrib- 

T 
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able. His notes do certainly take the prison d 
sonl and lap it m Elyanun. Jolinaon ishoold hare 
gone to the oratorio yon mention and if he had not 
been affected at tho airs you nam e and not felt hu 
breast simll and himBolf kftod out of himself at 
tho suhlnno bursts of some of the grand choruses — 
why than he had been a stock — a stone. Nay 
even Shakespeare from his nch Tocabulary would 
not hare found a fit epithet for brm. Johnson com- 
plamcd that musio took away his own ideas with 
out supplying him with any others and, hteraHy 
speaking I would not contend that it does supply 
tdeag — those, I would say belong to the bmm, 
and omobonB to the soul and mmne inspires what 
are of moat consequence to us — tho latter 

By some secret unison with the chords of tho 
heart the harmony of sounds does most certainly 
came a harmony of soul and whether wo can 
account for it or not, surely that power is not 
lightly to be esteemed which can raise the mmd to 
that doYoted state m which it is fitted for oTcry 
thing great and good, and is eipandod by tho most 
bonoYolent and self-complacent feelings. Sudi 
think, without craggeration is tho state of tho 
mmd after a BubCmo or affecting piece of music. 
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I confess myself partial to the system of associa- 
tions, and with what does not music associate ? — 
“ Far as the piu’e air spreads its living zone — That 
language of the soul is felt and known.” 

Simply instrumental music, however, I am not 
very much ahve to. I hke it — hut with it I do not 
feel — “the glowmg mmd — disturbed, dehghted, 
raised, refined! ” — except, mdeed, “ Ceciha’s mingled 
world of sound!” The organ is imposingly subhme, 
and capable of any thmg But the voice — and such 
a voice as Braham’s — who would not hear “ with 
ravish’d ears ^ ” My taste, however, is completely 
of the “ luUaby ” order I hke melancholy “ smg 
willow ” ditties, and if the words are to be heard, 
and pathetic — I need no “List, hst, oh list! ” I love 
Goldsmith when he says he could cry at a country 
maid’s smgmg the cruelty of Barbai’a Allan But 
I am as usual cantermg away, selon mon ordinaire, 
but I will not apologise, for you have frequently 
given me permission to scribble what I please , and 
I therefore mdulge myself m saymg just what 
comes uppermost I must have pretty good confi- 
> dence in your patience and good-natm-e when I sat 
down to fill this sheet m so small hand-wifiting I 
wish you would think proper to retaliate 
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I did not Bay any tlung about Sdiillep as rt ttii* n 
ro-reading I thought I had spoken to you about 
Imnu I do not thmk any thing can bear compan 
son TTith the fine horror of the Robbers but I like 
Don Carlos next toit Which is your faTOurrto f 

Your recollection of thirteen yoars is very per- 
fect. I agree mth you that Leo and CamiUn oro 
the most interesting personagea. Ton ought ongi 
naDy to haro read this in French, hnt not noir as 
yonr having read the translation would dull the 
pleasure of iL Pray put your senous thoughts 
mto eiecntion and comnionce a conrso of French 
reading — the sooner the better Say what land of 
reading yon prefer and very probably I shall bo 
able to snpplj yon with it, nave yon road Cor 
neille? IBs Cid and Bmtus aro adnumblo — 
or do you prefer prose f I confoea I am partial to 
ftock pieces and as it cannot be expected that wo 
should read all French books I thtnl, tto ought to 
select and rtiad the best. Pray do bogm and it 
win givo me a fillip — for I wiU follow you through 
(iD your books. 

As I cannot expect yon to do what I do nots^ 
myself have tlio goodness to lend mo Xladamo dn 
Doffnnd I have not yot finished one volamo of 
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her As far as I have yet read, the book contoins 
httle anecdote — exaggerated sentmentahty on tlic 
part of the lady, and fastidious unamiableness on 
the pai’t of the gentleman ; but it is nevertheless 
light and entertaimng, and I mil finish it for its 
Frenchness sake. 

I send a copy of the tianslation, but have been 
idle, and have not yet fimshed mth the original I 
think it IS CJhurchill vrho observed, that in correcting 
his verses he felt like cuttmg away his own flesh 
This is certainly a strong figure, nor do I at all 
participate m such feehng, yet still, out of pm’e 
mdolence, I do not hlce the task of correcting I 
have not theiefore made any alterations, except in 
the one pait pomted out by you As it at present 
stands it is a very prosaic hne, but I could think 
of no way of euphomsmg it , and, mdeed, m ten 
syllables there is very httle elbow-room to make 
emendations in. I am not aware of any hberties I 
have taken mth the oiigmal, except substituting 
‘‘ sonnets ” foi “ madrigaux,” as more suited to an 
Enghsh ear, and omittmg, m one place where 
««aucer-eyes aie spoken of, to translate “qm de- 
plairoient en Fi’ance,” because I thought it came 
in very hke a stroke of the bathos 



220 


LETTZH IL'V 


I did not Bay any thing about SchiDer as itiraa a 
re-readmg I thought I had spoken to you about 
hno I do not think any thmg can bear compari- 
son mth the fino horror of tho Robbers but I like 
Don Carlos next tout. Which is your faTonnte ? 

Your recollection of thirteen years is "t^ery per- 
fect, I agree with yon that Leo and CanriUa nro 
the most mtoreetmg personages. Ton ongi 
nally to have read this m French, bnt not now as 
your having road the translation would dull the 
pleasure of it Pray put your soncnia thoughts 
into oiecntion, and commence a course of French 
reading — the sooner the better Say what kmd of 
reading you prefer and very probably I shall be 
able to supply you with it Have you read Cor 
nciUe’ His Gd and Brutus are admjrablo — 
or do yon prefer prose 7 I confess I am partinl to 
ftock pieces and as it cannot be expected that we 
should read all French books I thmk wo ought to 
Miloct and rtsad tho best I*ray do begin and it 
will give mo a fiHip — for I will follow yon through 
all your books 

As I cannot expect yon to do what I do note; 
myielf have tho goodness to lend me Slndomo dn 
Dofi&ind. I have not yet Bnishod one volume of 
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her As far as I have yet read, the book contains 
httle anecdote — exaggerated mUimentality on the 
part of the lady, and fastidious unamiahleness on 
the part of the gentleman , hut it is nevertheless 
hght and entertaining, and I vnll fimsh it for its 
Frenchness sake 

I send a copy of the ti’anslation, hut have been 
idle, and have not yet finished rath the origmal I 
think it IS Chm'chill vrho observed, that in correctmg 
his verses he felt hke cuttmg away his own flesh 
This is certainly a sti’ong figme, nor do I at all 
participate m such feeling , yet still, out of pui’e 
indolence, I do not hke the task of correctmg I 
have not therefore made any alterations, except in 
the one part pomted out by you As it at present 
stands it is a very prosaic hne, but I could think 
of no way of euphomsmg it , and, mdeed, m ten 
syllables there is very httle elbow-ioom to make 
emendations m I am not aware of any hberties I 
have taken with the origmal, except substituting 
“ sonnets ” for “ madrigaux,” as more smted to an 
Enghsh ear, and omittmg, m one place where 
»saucer-eyes are spoken of, to translate “ qiu de- 
plau’oient en Fi’ance,” because I thought it came 
m very hke a stroke of the bathos 
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I send yon a little piece I translatod from the 
Ponmn irhioh I hope will pleaBe your taste, I do 
not know its author The original was giren to 
me by a brother of Mr R*** a. I like tho turn 
of the thought and it is cunous as being — m its 
form its connection and manner — very unlike tho 
generality of Persian short poems 
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LETTER XLVI 


Juno 1812 

The accompanymg uoasense I wrote yesterday, 
and piu'ely for the purpose tLerem mentioned — to 
eonjm’e up, if I can, a smile , winch I have a right 
to expect on the same ground that a had pun, &c. 
makes us laugh as much as a good one I do not 
Icnow that it needs any other note than that “ Old 
Ben’s St Peter” alludes to the poetaster m “E\ery 
man m his Humour,” who swears hy St Peter — 
to make out his meti’e ” 

By all means keep the “ Rape of the Hat ” as 
long as you please , mdeed, I should say, keep it 
altogether, did I mean to keep it myself 

I am very sorry to heai’ that you are not gainmg 
strength D** » told me that you were very, very 
’Lhm , pray do reduce this abommahle mercury as 
fast as you can, for your general state of health is 
the first thmg to be considered , your trial has been 
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tteyere but it must booil I hop© b© orer ftud you 
must nerer submit to any thing nolcnt again. 

It iTould bo very irrong m mo at this time to 
trouble you with letters did I eipoct any return to 
them but distraotion of any kmd is good, and I 
haT© the greatest pleasure next to canTersing m 
wntmg to you — am very anxicnis to hear how you 
are — and, so far fi^m oipooting a return, must unsay 
what I before asked, and insist on your confining 
yourself to a Uttle slip of note-paper and giTing me 
only a httlo butletm of your state of healtln Pray 
do say you are better — not faint, and m good spmts- 
This last M the grand pomt and D*** says you 
hare kept them up admirably My manufacturing 
season will bogm about the 10th July and I must 
mate one visit to Coloipore previously when I shall 
hop© to 800 yon again exactly as you were a month 
ago 

I win not talk to you about books but I am 
reading a very entertaining life of Dr Joseph War 
ton, and which if you think you can read it wlUi 
pleasure I wiH send to yom 
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LETTER SLVII 

JEU d’esprit mentioned in the above letter 

June 1812 

Having nothing better, I must, with, an ‘^a-propos 
de nuUe cliose,” contrive to eke out a letter Did 
you ever cliance to observe, m readmg “ Coivper’s 
Life by Hayley, where the poet, bemg m a merry 
nerve, wi’ites more than usually gaily — a curious 

j 

kind of an epistle, which looks for all the world hke 
prose yet, as an artichoke may sometimes be taken 
for a thistle, so this, when examined close, turns 
out to be as proper verse as any Muse would think 
of wiutmg , I know I wish mme ne’er wi’ote worse, 
whene’er I felt the ihyming maggot bitmg, but 
that’s a wish that perhaps wiU be fulfilled as soon, 
as tho spoiled child’s, who, as the tale goes, whim- 
pered for the moon 

Yet, mark me, I would not bo thought to say, 
that Cowper was the mventor of this fashion, for 
that nould sad ignorance betray , and he, who for 
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the mnse protends a passion, ought at least carefoUy 
m his mind to treasure the history and genealogy 
of erery rhyme and measure. 

If then to my researches I can trust, the merit 
of it IS due to St Patrick a Doan, Trhom, by the 
by you inll always find tho first, where any thing 
of this poetio sporting is seem Nor was it strange, 
possessing as he did such store of wit, that nothing 
came Hmuw to him m this way No matter whsd the 
theme ho chose — at once twas hit, — pnn nddle 
crambo clench or bout-nm6 Now with hu fnend, 
perhaps, poor Doctor Sherry ho d make you 
rhymee to sn<di hard words as muno and he agnm 
being not one whit leas merry would rhyme him 
back, by no means with a muio mck or then 
perhaps, they^d both, with greater ease than I can 
ten yo. Jingle away the praise of charming Baflys- 
poDy and sometimoe, too tho Dean smt Sherry 
chose t hei r playful Tern of wit to oieroso on poor 
Dan Jacksons hapless nose, which was it seems, 
of more than common sixo mdoed, by ah accounts 
it was ns muncnsoly long os that which to tho man 
m Tnstram Shandy ” did belong ^ 

In such a mood as this h must have been that 
scorning the nsual laws of metro the thought of 
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^Viy min g-pvose first struck the Doan , and he who 
needed not old Ben’s “ St Peter ” to help a Ime out 
with^as I do, by the way — at once dashed boldly 
off hiB witty coup d’essai Tins was the piece en- 
titled, “ The Petition of Mrs Harris to the Lords’ 
Justices,” where the poor maiden prays with mucli 
submission, (m rhymes, ’twixt every two of winch 
a long mterstice is,) that they would gi’aciously bo 
pleased to take her Very grievous case mto conside- 
ration , and as her purse was stolen, that they would 
make, by givmg her a husband, reparation , nay, if 
they chose, she said, so modest was her letter, she’d 
Dr Swift himself accept, for worse or better 

If of this style you want another muster, turn to 
the epistle of his cook-maid Mary, who bemg with 
Dr Sheridan m wond’rous fluster, is of her Bilhngs- 
gateian terms so httle chai’y, and does so rate hun, 
scold, and loudly bluster, that but to read it were 
enough to scare ye Smce then, tfll Cowper fol- 
lowed his example, I can’t remember any other 
sample 

’Tis ti’ue, some critics of our later time have fol- 
k)wed it , but this is by inversion , and as those 
chose to write then* prose in rhyme, so these turn 
rhyme to prose for oui’ diversion Whene’er they 
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fnll on each oe Wordsworth e Terecs cntiqaes enper 
fluoos they scorn to write still for tho good of 
gnumiee, babes, and nurses they humbly beg the 
choicer scraps to cite but bemg, they add, for 
want of room much pressed, and forced to squocie 
their extracts very dose they hope then* readers 
win not be distressed, if they should prmt tho tutbo 
m form of prose But here a tho rub ” for like 
the silty stom, which once entangled does all art 
defy so to unweave these Tersea back ngam, would 

putile B self were he to try Procrustes’ e en 

though ho was aufait — none over more — at cutting 
ont n length, would, at those verses, had ho made 
essay imvo found the settling thorn beyond ius 
strength. 

But I TO now written lor more than enough, and 
must, as usual beg you to oxooso my having scrib- 
bled off BO much vile stuff I own I do your 
patience much nbnso If on your cheek ono little 
smilo I raise proceedmg whonco I will not ask, but 
ploosed will set it down as highost praise — at once 
tho mood and object of my task. And now th« 
tedious shoot to dose I II add this further merely;! 
that 1 shall ever bo dear Sirs yours very 

truly and amceroly 
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LETTER XL VIII 


Juno 1812 

You ask me what parts I foimd most entertam- 
mg in the King of Prussia’s woiks In tinth, I 
thinlc him cold, dry, and umntei estmg, from the 
beginmng to the end Uis correspondence with 
Voltaire, Maupertms, d’Alembert, and others, is in 
general hvely, hut after all is much wantmg in 
mterest Did yon ei^er read the letter winch 
Hoi ace Walpole wrote m his name to Rousseau^ 
It is an admirable piece of wit, in the same style, 
but better than His Majesty could hare wi'itten 
As to Ins poetry, it is the worst of all tlie moderate 
kind — smooth versification, with now and then a 
smai t thought, hut not one itispired syllable — 

^ His are such lays as neither ebb nor flow — 

Coirectly cold, and regularly low , 

That, shunning faults, one quiet tenor keep — 

We cannot blame indeed — but we may sleep ’ 
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His flow IS that of a straight and nnnppled canal 
no deeps and shaHows intcmnngled — no abrupt and 
romantio banks — no windings, no toirenta — oil is, I 
tbink smooth, monotonous and stupid. Erery ona 
to ha taste for me I lorro to lOO the poet with 
brave disorder part — and snatch a grace beyond 
the peach of art I onght perhaps to spent more 
respectfully for Voltaire has nssigned to ha Ma 
jesty — nn trone anprfei d Achille ot m6me aupris 
d’Hom^re — but then be it remembered, that 
VoHaire confessed himself the King’s xoaAenvcman 
— the cleaner of ha tiheets and, m praismg him 
praised hnnself. Besides aflowances must bo mad^ 
on the score of a lung s attentions yet nothing 
I think can justify such gross adulation os the fol 
lowing, — 

“ Qaen« wt dn DUn riTxnt U T6rlabl« ImageT 
Vo«% dn Ul«M, des «rti, d« Tertns 1 apperf ; 

Vow, Soiawwn du T^ord, plni nruit rt pins 
Et i»otn* fcrible, q«e hi" 

And Voltaire conld afterwards abnso his Solomon 
as wannly as ho had flattered him 1 By the way 
what a itrange character altogether was Voltaire-*.*' 
how detestable and how admirablol There are 
many inch among the French, I am glad wo hare 
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nothing of this kind in England, or at least very 
httle 

Some of Voltaire’s letters to the king are very 
amnsmgj especially those vrhich are jparscmecs vrith 
verses, hut on the -whole, I would not read this 
long hook — you -will find it tedious, and you can 
much better employ youi' readmg I send two 
httle volumes which contam almost all the anecdotes 
of Frederick which are entertaming 

I have the pleasure to send Wool’s Life of J 
War ton You may find entertainment from some 
parts of it His poetry is not of the very first 
^ order, hut it is good His “ Enthusiast,” you have 
probably abeady read, as it appeared m Dodsley’s 
Collection It is a fine piece of poetry, hut the 
“ Dymg Indian ” is by far my favourite This is 
really a fine mojceau, the hues — “ And when dis- 
ease — preys on her langmd hmhs, — then kmdly 
stab her — -with thme oivn hand,” — are wonderfully 
fine. 

I like, too, Mrs J Warton’s “ Lmes to the 
Memory of her Father ” There is a satire on 
'Fashion, by Dr Warton, m Dodsley’s Collection, 
which I am surprised is not given here Obhge me 
by letting this be the next book you read, as I -wish 
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to Totoni it to Mr S**** The little poce of 
r^ Thng fl 19 liko lum. It irns an earnest of irhat 
ho was to be — a tme poet ETery thing of his 
breathoa mspiratioiL 

I retnm yon tho Epitre aux FeTiiinca of which 
L hare taken a copy 

I Bond yon a ctmona thing which I haTo picjkcd 
np m this country — the cotot of a book with the 
antographa of Mark Akensido and Hr Barnard on 
ih The book to which it belongs is a learned work 
on Greek accents by Mr Foster of which Hennas 
Hams spoak*, p 285 tofe of BTartom Hr Bar 
nards particular interest m it is, that ho was 
fnond of the author b, who has made honoumhle 
mention of him in his Preface 

I send tho cover alone as it is detached from tlie 
book, which u only foil of Greek and Tjihn Hr 
Barnard, if I remember nghtly signed tho round 
robin to Johnson about Goldsmiths epitaph. Of 
tins a fac similo ii given m BoswcH I shdl 
therefore bo obhged to you to compare and tell 
mo whether tho two signatures are oEko I shall 
hunt — and make no doubt of finding Akonndeci 
somewhere else 

Obhgo mo hv giving to tlio bearer Jladomo dn 
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Deffand, or any tiling else you may deem enter- 
taining, for I have no books left on my table, and 
have for some days been obbged to resort to old 
Reneivs and Magazines I bebeve you have some 
poems of Jkfrs Hunter’s — or are “ Euler’s Letters ” 
lymg idle ? — or, m short, any tbmg 

]\Ii’ -whose taste you know is orthodox 

and mfalhble, has been pleased highly to commend 
the chessmen, — and dr-propos of approvmg, Cap- 
asked me whether I was the 
mater of the “Criticism on a passage m St John 
„and expiessed gi*eat satisfaction at my ha-vmg 
cleared away an expression which had always ap- 
pearcd to bun harsh and inconsistent Scott, it 
seems, had taken the translation as it stands, on 
tiust, and making the most of a had bargain, 
endeavoured to argue away any seeming impio- 
priety It is sti’ange — I have looked mto every 
commentator, and not one has detected this flagrant 
mistranslation of so striking a passage 

Scott has much that is excellent, hut I cannot 
he hi ought over to liis particular tenet'! I detest 
Gilnn, if only for binning Servetus — cannot hut 
tlmik iNuth St James of good woiks — and cannot in 
* llic inpor published in the “Indian Reminisconcc= 
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any yny rawnoile to myself the tmderitandmg 
Election m the indely-eitended sense they reccnvo 
it I folly admit Preamenoe — hut theirs altogether 
annihilates fireo-agenoy and is as bad as Mahom 
medan fatali ty On this point I think even the 
Articles are incautiously irordod and what they 
pronounce to be a ‘ dangerous doctrine onght to 
hare received therr censure. But I am irundaring 
aimy d ^ordtnaxrt. 

Perhaps I ought to apologise for troubling you 
with this ynst now-— but you must I know read at 
all tones. Consider this therefore as part of some 
stupid book — and it is all over Bead and throw 
it away as a sHly thing — and then tom with liT^ 
creased test to something more entertaining 
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June 1812 

The accompanying letters explain themselves I 
have said Tvhat I think of Mi* verses — 

they ai’e exti*emely beautiful and very harmomous 
I sent the Latm hnes I had wi'itten, to him. But 
though I would not affront IMi* S**** by givmg 
him a translation, it will be no affront to you 
The foUowmg is hteral — “ May the earth he 
hghtly on thy breast! for, M****, thou hast not 
left behind a more learned man than thyself I This 
also let thy shade know, that though thy bones rest 
here, thou thyself wdt always remain buried m our 
hearts I ” 

There is no very great sti’etch of thought m 
this , but I was obhged to study the gemus of the 
y language in which I wi’ote, and aimed more at sim- 
phcity than any thmg else I must add, by the 
way, that the turn of expression is much prettier 
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m Latm, I hopo you ttou t tlimk mo vam Trban I 
say that I am very ttoU sotisfled mth this attempt 
Judging nnpartudly I think them very tolerable 
ImoB. Now don t laugh at mo for my vanity 
Poor I have thought of nothing else, 

died of an ahsceea in his livor I havo not yet 
heard ifrom Eungpore 

Yon wish me to put my Latm attempt mto the 
Mirror ” and if only bocauso a wish of vours, I 
may he tempted to do this hut not immediately 
Latm verses are of too tioklish a nature to hurry 
im I must first get thorn well cxnmmodL and enti 
cnlly looted over — for to ho afterwards detected m 
a false quantity would most cruelly annoy mo 
PoorM******** dashed off Ins Latm verses — and 
what wns the conscqnonoof Three or four false 
quontitioe — falso concords — and one word not Latm I 
Ho was laughed at by all who understood Latin. 

I must take warning by this. Indeed, as a proof 
that it 18 ncooasary I have discovorod mj^lf that 
m my haste I have already committed oae error 
It is not prohablo that you took a copy of Intm 
but if yon did niter Marsi mto Marses. They ^ 
are wjuallv good grammar but differ m quantity 
Unfortunately there is not a single person I know 
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at Moorshedabad -wlio can help me m this Mi* 
C****^is of course a scholai*, but I do not knew 
him well enough to ask him to take for me a school- 
master’s office 

I hare been thinking again, (mdeed he has had 
my entu’e thoughts,) on the subject of his Epitaph 
This tribute of respect must be paid to him — and I 
know not who there is to pay it Dr is, I 

conclude, a Latm scholar, and able to perfonn the 
work — ^but of this I know nothing certainly, and 
there is no other at E-ungpore that can attempt it 
As I observed to IMi* this is a species of 

writmg that more than any other reqmres a consum- 
mate knowledge of the language, and I know how 
utterly incompetent is mine , yet I mean to send off 
the inclosed as an offering If any other be received 
I shall be well pleased , and if not, name, though 
poor, tmU be more respectful than none The 
giave-stonc is not the place to tell an untiuth on, 
and I could not therefore dwell on that subject I 
should have been most pleased to do He had, I 
hope, more religious feehng than he expressed, (I 
^hinlc he had ) 

Toll me nlicthcr you tlnnlc this will do — or if 
enough or too much is said’ Dr Johnson says 
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the tomb-ftone should alirays oonrey a moral I 
know not what other to draw from hiB hfe tlnn that, 
how regretfol that such talent* should hare pro- 
duced no fruit. Pray do ontiaae any thing you do 
not like. 

Oblige me by tolhng D*** that the nyer ha* 
ceased to rise not, howerer till it touched my 
plant, and threw me mto tho greatest apprehen 
non*, from which I am Bcarcely yet roheved. I 
have been most unfortunate but, ala* I there i* no 
remedy I 
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June 1812 

As you do not thinlc he would be displeased with 
it, I wdl ask Mr ^’s opinion of the Latin of 

my Epitaph on poor M****’^, when I see hun next 
I wish to he with him at the time, to give any ex- 
planations that may he necessai’y , and by myself, I 
judge he would criticise more freely verbally than 
m a letter. In wntmg one must give all the 
reasons pi o and con , but one may hke or dishke, 
without bemg exactly able to assign any, and in 
speakmg can say — “ I dishke such a word, because 
— \ don’t hke it ” These, too, are the most serious 
pomts — ^for this is the common way of judging those 
parts that depend on taste — ^the mcer touches that 
one rather feels than reasons on 
Y Do not think I mean to say my attempt particu- 
larly requires such judgment , I am now speakmg 
m generahsms I have written to-day to B ***** ♦*, 
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mclocng It, and dosirmg him first to sound irell, 
and press, if necessary his nncle or any other and 
not to shoTT mine to any one till he is suro no one 
elm will write 

Mr ^fanrung may have returned and, os ho is 
a first-rate scholar an y thing from his pen will be 
vahiabla But they say he is nearly us indolont 
as poor il**** was — m which case nothing can be 
expected fitnn him. 

By tho way I am rejoiced that you think with 
me that poor Jl**** s expressed Bcoptiasm was m 
a groat measure an affectation of hel-efpnUsnu Hii 
dwellmg so much on his nnbelief seemed to me, Kko 
tho boosting of a cownrd, to prove the very reverse 
Imphcation, however is not the most satisfactory 
kmd of proof and I shall be r^oiced to hear ho 
gave any other — nor shaTl I bo surprised. 

I noTor read Sherlock s Letters. If yon have 
them I will do so at some future time hut the 
seeing the Kmg of Prusna s character rescued will 
bo no mducemont I wish not to entertain any 
other opimon of bim than my present one which t*, 
I own, nnfavonrablo enough — for I look on lum 
bo on unamiable bttlc-mmdcd capnaous and 
tyrannical hel^etprit or modem philosopher tlian 
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vliicli I know not a more contemptible term. I 
cannot bear to bear lum called “ tlie Great ” He 
had, it IS ti lie, a smattering of Fi ench savanUsm — 

_ tlie worst of all kmds ' — and sometimes did things 
which looked great, but the want of consistency 
proved that these were an affectation — all complete 
stage-ti'ick. His strokes of brilhancy and genero- 
sity were, m short, to use a theatrical term — mere 
clap-ti'aps 

His military talents are quite another affair 
Thex 0 cannot be two opinions about the excellency 
of them A-propos of “ the Great,” one of the 
^h’lcan kmgs calls himself “ great Kmg,” “ great 

y 

Warrior,” “ great Thief” — tins is at least being 
honest 

What a slovenly mseidion is this in the “ ]\Iirror ^ ” 
The 13 th could not have been the date. I was 
qmte m a passion when I read it. Some one at 
Hungpore ought, at least, to have paid the comph- 
ment to his memory of a well-m*itten paragraph. 
These thmgs ai e not of consequence, but they show 
a neghgence which I hate Thus, Wai’ren Hastmgs’ 
^ret wife IS bmued m the old Cossimbazar bm’ymg- 
gi’ound — some of the figm'es are left blanlc — and this 
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alone prore*, I thmk that he had no i*egard for 
her nor does it appear that he had, 

Bj the by 1 rccoiTed some rery handsome com 
phments from poor il**** about a month ago 
and thut m the moat pleasing mdtrect rray — m • 

note to who sent it to my father who gave 

it to mo. Qratittide therefore, is an addibonal 
mducement for hkmg him bat no addition was 
necessary 

The nrer u just now fallmg and it certainly will 
not rise agam till the new moon and Mr It**** 
(the director of the embankments) gives me hopes 
that not oven then. In the mean time I have 
nothing to do here and may therefore follow my 
mchnation, which wHl lead mo to Calcapore on the 
3d. Pray do not listen to tho doctor should he 
urge a longer confinement even to tho 4th you 
will havo exceeded tho month by twelve days, and 
yon (mght to keep yoor word. 

I havo not heard agam from It appears 

ho does not understand Latm, and it may therefore 
havo appeared podanbcnl m mo to havo written 
any to him but I had reasons for thinkmg ho did^ 
know it. First, hocauso ho comes from Winchester 
which generally turns out particularly good clawcs 
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secondly, because he is a pupil of Dr Wavton’s, 
thirdly, because he has spoken to me (in general 
terms it is true) of Latm poets , and fom’thly and 
^chiefly, because he placed a q[uotation from Horace 

as a motto to lus ” Lmes on ” Ilcrc ivcrc 

sufficient reasons to acquit me. Of course I mil 
nerei dwell on this subject mth him again A long 
dry letter a Voi dtnaii e, 
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Jolj leii 

I HAD dotonmned that my noit speaea of troub- 
ling you riiould haye boon porsomd but this ahonu- 
nablo nrer wiD not, perhaps alloTr me to do what 
I wisln It IB all uncertainty — moet annoying unetr 
tamty ! I am glad ilr B * * * saw my L^itm hues, 
and am much flattered by hiB approynl of them be 
ifl I hehoTO a Tory good Boholar I should, how 
erer haro thought more highly of luB knowledgo 
lind ho pcrcoiTod tho rcaaou. of the alteration I 
made. It was not a matter of taste but of positiTO 
uoccMity The totso ns it first stooth wnfl a false 
ono. As howoTor tho fault consisted m not oh- 
Borrmg on almost sohtnry oiccption to an oitromoly^ 
general rule lu» car is not to bo much blamed for 
hanng not detected it — nor is nunc for Imrmg first 
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coiumitted it Fortnnatcl,^ I corrected myself in 
time I am sonj Mi gone, I blioiild 

have liked much to haNC seen him. 

I haic at length heard from Rungpore ; Imt as 
the gi’eatcr pai t of the letter will, I think, he in- 
teresting to you, I send it altogether 

The faicwell note is of a strange affecting wild- 
ness, hut stiH like poor The whole detail 

IS lery melancholy I should like to see what he 
wrote to JIi’ I haie desired 

not to make a sehchon of the poetical sci aps, hut 
to copy for me all that he found 

There is one woid not very legible in the note 
It IS, I thmk, “ rac,” and alludes, I suspect, to the 
rhyming contests which took place at their cluh, 
some time ago, between and Manmng, on 

the word “ rack ” 

Have you yet seen !Mr ^Y I thought 

him, when last here, a very pleasant man, and hope 
he may stay tdl September, as I shall have no op- 
portunity of seeing lum earher I am, I beheve, 
almost equal with him m chess-account — but I for- 
^get You must take care not to lose yom’ play I 
hope you are gaimng sti-ength faster than you were, 
and can say you are quite well , but you were evi- 
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dontly Tery Tory far from it -when I hud laat the 
pleaflttro of Boomg too. 

Many thanks for the books. The oorjw 

of the JeiTs which yem mention is ndicnloufl 
enough ahnoet as much so ns Buonaparte b Dutch 
light infantry Frederick rras obhged to use all his 
force and oren then it sat ni upon thorn — he could 
not succeed. Look to the Pnneo de Ligne for a 
most humorous account of the appearanoe of this 
corps of Jewish caTalry It made me laugh 
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July 1812 

I AU very sorry to hear ihat you again feel un- 
■vrell, but this must, I bope, be soon over You 
deserve the greatest credit for the admnable man- 
ner m ivhich you have borne so very severe a trial , 
and yon have your revrard — ^for a placid mind always 
contams its own 

The river has contmued, and is continuing to rise , 
if it goes on doing so, as is probable, I must begin 
my campaign on the 6th In the mtermediate 
time, of course a thousand tlungs will require my 
attention , and indeed, as a sudden swell may obhge 
me to begin yet sooner, I must be on the spot to 
natch evciy turn Consequently, this abommable 
^ 1 ‘iver obhges me to foi ego the pleasui’e I had expect- 
ed to enjoy on the 4th — that of seemg you This is, 
to me, not the least provolung part of the annoj- 
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ance it gixe# mo. It will obbgo mo to cnt mucli 
plant before rt is sufficiently npo and muoh plant 
too I must expect that it will iwoep array alto- 
gether before it is m the least fit to bo cut. 

I feeb in full force the truth of your linea — 

* Hott ofl m h^Tjr ciood, with gloom o enprcAd, 
llirt tbo fi±r prtupMt of n Biininer*i dij- — ■ 

Thm dothed to. doubts, SospcoN, with, horrors drosd, 
Knk trond^Ung Hopc^ cod corsos with delsj 

Ten or fifteen days delay m the nse of the rirer 
and all had been well This anxiety keeps ray 
mind in a constant ferment and I am almost sure 
that a narrow inspection would prove a few prey 
haxrt to have started up firom this continual fivt 
ting of the last three months 

After once begmning to work I con never leave 
this factory for twenty four hours together till I 
•top but I can very well contnvo to find a vacant 
space of more than twelve and I am too fond of 
ploosuro not to obtxun it if I can. I intend tlicrc 
fore immediately my working days are established 
m Coir train, to poy a bhort vuit to Calcaporc 

I am glad my nstronoraical sunilo mado you 
laugh. Ah what a pity these ore not tho days of 
Waller I IlHiat a hundred compHmonts Iio would 
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h.v\ (' paid Saccliarl‘''=a on such an occasion ' I can 
ooncei\o one pvccisely in }us style — 

Aslrononiors ihm ]ii\o I Icno^n, 
ttod, fearful gare, 

Vcnir^’ orb no longer <ilionc, — 

O or Mt) cui \ , in li ansii tbro'vsTi; 

Absoib d A\oi c all bor rajs 

** But as a pa^^sing elonfl; as 'tnore. 

Doth onU ^-nuff the light , 

So \ euus (I<nh emerge more fair, 

AN Inch I to pu ce of doth compare, 

B} fullor^s earth made bright ” 


I mfonded 011^1 one conceit ns n muster, hut my 
peU lan iu{o thioc , honcxer, Waller nould have 
‘^trunc; nf{\ such fni ;sou llccollcct I am not 
n<*e(uiul ilile hn tho'^c ; (hey arc merely given as a 
''permun <>i nhat Hr dohn^on culled “ the meta- 
pin's!! .d p<H‘tr\ ” Tiiat I liaic fallen far short, 
\oii nt n S(*i\ m (lie follow ini: a‘'tronomical simile 
«f Domu'*’, which \ou may try to inuloi'^taud, if 


\*>u . 
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* Thao, l«t thlj trath re dp roaJljr nm — 

'Hie Km k he*Ten • ooakrj and ooali oar mo.** 

If you Tnint a conoaity in the Bonnet Tray — ^IcMik 
in Mhtona irorta, Bonnot i. or xl Trhich ynSi^ 
omuBe yon from rtB uncouth rhymes. It hogins — 

** A book WM Trrft of Uta^ oalUd Tctrtalwrdan.'* 

But I am na bad as any ono of these metaphysical 
gentlemen m wandoring away into a thousand sub- 
jocts. 

I have juflt begun Euler His arrangement Boemi 
extremely lucid, and hia manner of oipressmg Inm- 
Belf very door but his dootnne of light which I 
am at presont engagod m is entrroly faUe IltfV 
has attacked Newton, but completely fads. But 
more of this, perhaps to trouble you at Bomo future 
tnno 
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July 1812 

I RETURN Mrs Hunter’s Poems, and the first 
\olumc of Euler hkes news I, therefore, 

give him my collection of this mormng At a place 
called Coilan in Travancore, the native troops con- 
certed a plan to massacre all then* officers These 
gentlemen were, it seems, to have been assembled 
at some dmner-pai’ty on the 22d ult , at which tune 
the Sipahees, surroundmg the house, were first to 
have fired a lolley, and then luslied in and put 
to the bayonet aU who escaped them shot 

On the 20th, one of the conspiiators gave infor- 
mation, and measures of security were immediately 
taken Three ringleaders from among the soldiers, 
and a fanccr, were shot off fi oni the mouth of can- 
non , and tn o hundi cd Sipahees, ncvt m gudt, were 
put in airest Kothmg frmther is Icnown 
The Connnander-in-chicf was at Chandernao-ore 
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on the 4th There la a boBiness, too abotrt a pro 
posal of Cap tarn G*** to GoTemment, to embodi 
natiTO-bom young men mto corpa. I have Boei 
hifl letter and one on the subject froiO Colono 
G****** but they are too long to write about. 

I did not see Mr but may do ao befow 

to-day a OTor os I dino with both the General s — 
one at four the other half past soron. Tho 26tl’ 
regiment are oipectcd to-morrow by the (3enoral — 
by General, Imean he^seTet General P***** 
Tho other ueror has any nows. 
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July 1812 

I HAVE given you a long truce , but I knew you 
were getting better every day, and that you were 
occupied with Europe letteis , I cannot, howe\cr, 
restrain my pen any longer. 

I send the set of chessmen, which I hope you 
will like — ^the price is thirty-two rupees 

A sad accident has happened to my lottery 
ticket I told you it was a lucky number, and I 
thought it was according to aU the rules of Jiguro- 
mancy Three is, you know, considered as pe- 
cuharly fortunate, and all that are divisible by it 
partake of its cpiahties , but the squai e of three or 
mne is the grand number , and all are pre-ermnently 
lucky that can be divided by it without a remain- 
der. The square of nme agam, or eighty-one, is, 
however, still better if possible — it is of the very 
importance , and my supposed number 1782, is 
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exactly divisible by that — tbe possessor of it is almogt 
sure of tbe lac. Bat alas I it vrill not be I^mino 
15 most nnfortunately 1732 tbo Bum of vrbicb four 
figures IB thirteen vrbicK I need not observe is the 
most unlacky mgbt in the irhole numeration table 
If there bo any truth in the art of augury it cnnnol 
fail to be a blanks for it is neither divisible bj 
three, seven or nine — figures vrbich ere aluuvf 
lucky except m one mstanco — namely sixty-three, 
and they arc then tbe reTerse, bccaase the power* 
of BOTon and nme oontend m it for mastery and so 
strongly do they clash, that this number is you 
know cahed tho grand dimnctenc — tbe trying 
year of life. Bnt enough of this — I must refer you 
for farther particulars to tho Bosicrucian black letter 
gentry 

ily Eungpore correspondentB treat mo with 
sovereign contempt — tho eloqnenco of siZenes. I 
wrote m the last month hogging a speodv answer 
and I havo not yot received it N tniporfe, I could 
not wait longer without bomg too late for tbo 

iOrror and tberoforo sent it oflE. 1 liavo not 
seen the Iiut one and do not thoreforo know 

whether s verse* Itavo appeared or not— but 

of counw they liavc 
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Scud mo Laclv the noil's ou Ihihu ^Nhcit jmi hiuc 
ran over them I did not at fu“'t menu tlio<o for 
you The fact is, when 1 read a booh, I aiu apt to 
get luarm lu the passages I do not like, and I \eut 
anger in sciibhhng Tins was the ca^^c heic 
The remarks I make I genei ally tear up at cooler 
moments, or scm them into my coinmon-placc 
packet I ^cntured to send ^ ou thc'^c, hec^'ui'>e, on 
leadmg it over, I liked the introduction of the 
Brahmin, and thought the whole might amuse you ; 
hut I confc'is I had not myself patience to copy it, 
and correct all its tautology With you I ha^c 
“ tonte haute %mo ” I am not afraid to show my 
^stupidest scrawls — for you roccnc them always 
mdulgently 

I have not yet begun the second a ohime, but I 
do not mean to ti’espass too far on your patience, 
and have firmly resolved m advance, not to trouble 
you with a single hne about it 

Towards the end of the first volume Euler gives 
the mneteen forms of logic in one page; but ho 
represents them by the letters, A, B, C, &c. Now 
^ want you very much to exemplify them, and 
substitute proper pieces of reasomng in the place 
of these letters It wdl be a pleasant way of im- 
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jTre«mg the whole on yonr mind, and will take 
very httle tnne. Yon mn»t not rofoao — an hour s 
attention wfll be enongbu 

I have, withm half a volume finished Madame 
dn Deffimd, but I road it dowly There m a 
good deal of cntcrrtainmg anecdote altogether but 
it u very widely diapersod and there is a good 
deal of wnding through firrolons and unentertam 
mg parts to get nt the brighter spots. I do not 
thiuk yon would Eke it the lady is always com- 
plainmg of bemg and her lamentations 

on this subject are so tedious that I feel inclined to 
give her the additional credit of bemg an cnnityfliae. 
I should have finished those sooner but I cannot 
confine myielf to one reading without a great oior 
tion and I brought from Colcaporo a great many 
books, which have divided my attenfaom 

I did not, you told mo, send yon a copy of my 
additional lines I now therefore do so. I havo 

prefixed s first twelve as tins was tho onginal 

state For tho others I wdl vrait tiH I soo wluit 
criticisms Rungpore may afford — that is, if tlioy 
hsTo not cut mo altogether I can t help it if thoj4 
have. 
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July 1812 

The mistakes m the “ JtCrror ” are certainly yery 
provoking It is too bad of ]\Ir B*®** not to pub- 
hsh exactly what he receives He will, perhaps, 
serve my contributionjn the same way, (that is, if 

he pubhsh it at aU,) for I too, like LIr , have 

vritten only a B m the name This lengthemng a 
Jonti action is very wrong The mistakes occasioned 
ly it here were natuial enough, but it sometimes 
eads to very ridiculous ones For instance an 
[tahan book of httle stories or novellas, was divided 
nto decades one of them was headed thus — “ Dec 
IX nov VI ” The Enghsh printer chose to take 
tlus for the date, and accordingly unfolded it mto 
“ December 9th, November 6th I ” Another, in 
ifnakmg out the catalogue of his shop for Cicero’s 
works — “ M T Ciceronis Opera ” — treated poor 

Mai cus TuUius thus — " Mr Thomas Cicerom’s 

T 
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OpOToB 1 1 A propoa o( a nustato Bomoyrhai liko 
tbs. Did I erer tell yon of a gentloman who 
looting at the ontfiide of my Marmontcl, and Boeing 
Conies Moraui on it, Tory scnonsly oakod mo. 
whether this Coxint was any relation of tho great 
Mortau s ? My scnbblmgs on Euler you may keep 
as long as yon please — but do not let thorn bbr ont 
of tlie drawer Ton are very kind m what yon say 
bnt still I will not tai your patience with any fur 
thor remarks on turn. Ton have mnch bettor to do 


than to read them — and I must not verify tho pro- 
verb about tho moh ” I congratulnto you on 
your Europe letters. I have not yet received ony^ 
which IB ortremely annoying — hot I must bo patient 
I hko very much your sentiments on tho King of 
Prussia- I wish a suddon fit of mdignabon had 
rondo yon throw him out of tho window- — it would 
have been oicoUent — though cortamly your disliko 
needs not quito so strong a proof Tho locessnot 
flattery is indeed disgusting From Voltairo and 
dAlombort it is not qmto so woonsorn'o as thcr 
contrived to gamuh it with n httlo wit, and com 
ponsato tho oxtramgunco by welUnmcd oipros^l 
siotts bnt still it was what Johrwon <'w1U gilding 
a rotten post How different was this ffrtixi * 
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conduct he Avould not, lie Paid, “handy compli- 
ments u ith Ins sovei eign ” I am i ery glad no 
Enuhslimen were admitted to the honour of admin- 
istermg this incense Poor j\I J ’s i ocahulary of 
flattering terms is, as you obseri e, qiuto ivorn out , 
and ho had not exactly the ait of “ exhausting 
worlds and then creating new ” But nho, indeed, 
could have kept pace with such an insatiable glutton 
of praise whose relish was giomi so completely 
callous, that “who peppered the highest nas sure 
to please*^” I was, equally Mitli you, “outie 
d’entendi’e toujours chanter — All! combicn mon- 
seignom’ doit eti o content de lui-memo ' ” Voltame, 
who wi’ote this, ought consequently to have avoided 
produemg the effect Fi ederick certamly expresses 
himself more blasphemously, if possible, than Vol- 
taire , but, havmg so infimtely less talent, was not a 
thousandth pai’t so rmschievous I do detest them 
both cordially You wiU see an admirable lettoi 
on tins subject from the President H6iault to Vol- 
tame m Madame du Deffand, vol iv p 77 I like 
it very much Thei e is a turn, far inferior to, but 
^somewhat like Beattie m it There is, too, an 
entertammg letter of qmte the opposite land m vol. 
u p 501, from Frederick, about the Jesmts Read 
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thoe, and tell mo how you like the President i I 
forget exactly where I read AJgarotti a letters but 
I hare met with thorn frequently I thought they 
had boon m tho Tflog of Prussia « works. The ar 
gument about Necessity I do not remember but 
Voltaire s sbiftmg or nuanymg himself is just hko 
him. This was tho consxtUncy of his chameter — 
m mconstanoy he was oTor constant, and nlwnvs 
rigidly firm m the meanest supplonees. There are 
Boveral anoodotee m Madamo du Doffand of him 
that gire additional proofs of his horriblo despicn 
bleness. By the way the atrango mysterious 
charactor of the Pimoe irhioh you spoke of m your 
last letter is generally supposed to be the original 
of SchUlor s Prmce m tho Armenian, — the inci- 
dents of course flchbous. lie was known to bo 
greatly attached to tho Hlamiimtu Pray write mo 
what further occurs to you m those works I 
rotum with many tl tanks the Irish Students 
and iladamo du Doffand s Letters.” I cannot 
say I like tho first at aH Tho stylo is Tory dull 
and tho anecdotes almost all old, and almost nil 
twisted m tho tcQmg I scarcely mot witfi one that^ 

I had not met with before, 

Southeys EspnoUas Lotters arc widdy dif 



forc^nt — the eenlents neirU cnthd\ oiijxinnl, nm\ 

c\tieuu'1\ NNoll written. Thw upini eutl \ n werK 

pimhuetl h\ pool Sir Ivnlnnl Pliillip'tS pitioimjn* 

Vnothei time 1 a\i 11 iiltend tn \,mi pid^ment more 

You «.ik 1 Mill did not think 1 ‘-hould hKc it 3 lie 
* 

'll talc .nliout ladies m I'ngkiml Me,ilm;r Ine I do 
not ht'luM^ .and tint a i < immer.ition An tha h 
lc\u'd l)\ making .all the fahiomihles p,i\ an equ.d 
‘sli.ire oicli which a iiaerlod in then* hilh — '‘In 
cUectei.a‘. ” — is an ahsiird I'llsohood Wh.il hd\ 
would submit to such a chnige? 

Almost the onl} ai tides 1 h.iie not soon in otlier 
woiks 01 m.ag.i/ines me the ^toiy /vhout “ /n-e 
France,” the bediiddcn muidoi, and tlie conduct 
of Anacreon ]Moorc and JcA’iea before then duel 

V 

All about Dr Walcott and Opic mo taken fiom tbc 
Life of the latter, and all m some degree spoiled. 
Madame du Dcftmid lias afforded me .i gicat deal 
of cnlort.immcnt Tlicrc arc a number of witty 
anecdotes, epigrams, &c , but I would hardly ic- 
commend j oui w ading tlirough them — for accoi ding 
to the pro\cib, “Ic jeu no aaut pas la cliandcllc,” 
-<lit will scarcely row aid your pains. IToracc Wal- 
pole has a gieat love for Ics nonis propics,” and, 
consequently, Madame du D gives long tiresome 
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detailB to afflofle liim, naming for infitiince ejcry 
ono she may chance to sup Tntk. Sho TTOuld Itar© 
been a very excellent corroepondent if tho gentleman 
had permitted but ho roprease* nil hor Yiraoty 
and mdeed behaTee to her m tho rudest most chnr 
lish, and most disheartening manner This corro- 
Bpondence shows him m on extremely tmanuablo 
light — for instance (nnd all his letters nro of the 
Borno stamp ) road tho notes to pp 46 and 498 
of toL in Con any thmg he more impohte nay 
emob than to treat thus a respectable lady of eighty 
who felt for him the warmest friendship ? She was 
Tory mean J thinL m not resontmg such affronts 
Once only she wntcfl a yery spintod remonstrance — 
pmy road it — it is p 388 of toI in Yet m tho next 
letter sho most woaUy rclnic* again, I tras a 
hundred tnnea out of all pationco with fhm disgust 
mg peoTishness — this chilling want of regard— m 
Ilomce Walpole, His pen a vory jnstly said by 
lladamc da Doffiuid to bo do for tromp^ dnns lo 
fioL Tct, this one Bnbjoct apart ho wntos I 
think odmimbly and I am Tory sorry his letters 
were not also pnbllshotf Ho tfunLs things and coyi 
presses lumsclf fordhly and ologantly In toL u, 
p 106 yon will BOO iladomo da B s opinion of 
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Lord !Minto , it is flattciing cnoiigli In Fox s 
cliai actor slic is stiangcly mistaken vSlic tlunks 
very meanly of him , and cion in one place, p 219 
of the samo volume, hints a suspicion that ho may 
open a letter of hci s entrusted to Ins cai c ^ ’ There 
aie many other paits that ivould amuse you You 
may as ivcU look it oi ci at your Icisui c lam very 
Sony to hcai that you do not regam sticngth so 
fast as you expected — hut “ slow and sure,” I hope 
Do not fatigue youisclf by icturnmg your nsits too 
soon Pray, he prudent and nurse youiself ircll, 
for a great many people’s sakes Your mornuig 
nsitors are, I suspect, too much for you I am 
glad I am not m Calcapore I should not bo able 
to exert the self-denial of staying aivay, and should 
consequently hai o to reproach myself foi a part of 
y om headachs Even now I have a shai c in pro- 
duemg them — but letters are less than long tu’osome 
visits Y'ou wdl, I hope, with tins fine weather, 
gam stiength faster, but again, take vciy great 
care of yourself — you must on no account think of 
bemg imwell agam I hope your next letter will 
-^teU me that you have formed this resolution , pray, 
adliere to it strongly I have determmed never to 
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trouble you with more thun otie sheet at a tune »o 
I eoonomixe m the aue of my writing 

P S — I endote a tranalation of tho sentunenti of 
a Hindoo sage I hope you tuU Hke it. 



j irrrrn L^ u 




h\\ 


,T«U 1«<12 

Or com ^o. m.tlvC i\lint C'\tiA(t'' a on fiom 

T{*****^’‘'s Icltoi, and Icci'p it as lonii; a« \on 
tlioosc It 1=: not c\en nccc«‘-ai\ to a-K — for nith 
any pnpcis of nmio a on aic ahuiys iNclooino to do 
a*? you like I t\as muc pool M''***'*^ note nonld 
affect A ou Tom inotlicr udl be nnicli gnoiod to 
licai of tlic dcatli of so old a friend, tliougli length 
* of acquaintance uas not necossaiy to niako linn 
regretted 

I am glad you agree uitli me in applying 
2^ ^ )g Qpjuion (0 the foin English lines I ha\ e 
refciTcd lum in such ease to nit piior Icttei, uherc 
ho Avill see I did not assume the credit of them 
You must tell me if you ha\c hcaid any cnticisms 
on either — though newspaper effusions ai e generally 
considered as hcloiv criticism, except by bi other 
-^TicAvspapcritcs , and the subject ivill, of course, save 
me from any attack from them. 

You think my Hindoo sage a httlc obscure m tlic 

z 


266 


LETTEB hYt 


two first Imes but these are the most oharactens- 
tical — philosophically couaidenng as he does, this 
world to be only an ordeal — a passage — a Tale of 
tears — the pleasuroi of which net as bo many clogs 
to the Boul and prerenl rt from Boanng to and 
dwelling m the thonghts of an after life He 

prays that his TiewB towards heaven may not bo 
arrested by knowing that there is any thmg plea 
Bont upon earth that he may not bo shackled 
by any attachments m it which might make hnn 
regret quitting hfe. This is the true spirit of tlio 
old aaoetica, who considerod any thing bnt soTore 
mortaficntion ns polliitiiig thorn But in~4ho-Jiejt^ 
linos he very hcautifnlly I think, changes the tram 
of thoaght exolarming that if novortheloBS ho should 
fall mto pleasure — so well awuro is ho of its eiqm 
srto delights — that ho would givo himsolf entirely up 
to it, and would dosiro to hve no longer than its 
joys lasted. The transition here from the rigid 
sternness of the Stoic to tho acute sonsibihty of 
the Epicurean m what I adimro most. I think 
tboro IS great originality m it 
I am glad my anecdotes pleased you Smeo — — 
chooscs to giro mo tho credit of one of them 1 mu*t 
not contradict lum Tlic mado-up story of ^ ol- 



BETTER LVI. 


267 


taire’s dying lion'ors "was ridiculous , for tlie real 
account of it could not but be notorious, as be died 
as mucb in pubbc as be bad bved Madame du 
Deffand, wbo Tras witb bim constantly, says there 
was nothing in the least particular m it — that be 
died precisely as be bad bred, occupying himself 
with the business and talk of the moment, and qmte 
mdiiferent to aU hereafter 

It is ceiinm, however, that be wrote a very or- 
thodox confession of faith a little before bis death 
(A copy of it IS m Madame du Deffand ) The priest 
who obtained it from him was the same who had 
converted the profligate Abb(^ TAttaignant, arid 
was at the same time chaplam to the Hospital of 
I'iiGii'i ahles — of com’se, fine food for epigrams This 
confession, however, proves nothing but that Yol- 
taire was altogether mconsistent , and a gleam of re- 
hgion in an mconsistent character is perhaps more 
mischievous than the darkness of one entiiely re- 
probate, for it makes us gloss over the great ill for 
the sake of the httle good I hate these dangerous 
mixed characters A trait of beneficence in Trede- 
'^’ick, or of religion m Voltaire, may make us forget 
the tyranny of the one, or the blasphemy of the other 
I prefer them m all their natural deformity, for 
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Tice to be hated, need* but to be seen. ThemaiL 

only ns dangeroui. 

I baro been reodmg an interesting httle book of 
Captain A******** s, called A World Tnthout 
Souls, It IS, I think, Tery woU irntton but tho 
argument is not qmto fair m all parts for m- 
stanoo a clergyman of the Establishment is intro- 
duced TTitb prelaciiig that hediad poasod the um 
Tcraity &C,, with credit and then commonplace 
silly obserratiouB, or unfair ooncesMons, are put 
mto bis mouth which of course the goapd gentle- 
man triumphantly conquers. This is not fair play 
But I will not enter mto a dry controrersy you 
would not thank me for the discussion. 

I shall bo much obliged to you to lend me Lite- 
rary Memoirs, Potter’s Eunpidos, and Kinder 
Bley’s Hindoo Lsteraturo” I am Tory trouble- 
somo to you m this way If you will giro tho 
books to the bearer I baro diroctod him to wrap 
them up carefully in woi-cloth and bring them 
to mo with duo precaution against sun and ram. 
Obhgo mo by adding to them tho Travels of 
Abu Tahb ” which 1 never completely read. 1» 
bavo run out my stodk boro am i I bare only fifty 
poges of Eolor to savo mo from magannes. 
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.lulj 1812 

I HEcnivED tlic books '^afcly n few (1.t\s ago, niul 
am much obliged to }ou foi tbcm Yom* Icltoi* I 
was fa^ cured uith yc'^tcrday Kcgatnc ei]tici‘'ms 
are certainly very proi oking , but they sai c, j on 
know, the labour of tlnnling — or at least, of ev- 
plaming the thought With regard to my Hindoo 
sage’s philosophy, I do think on the subject exactly 
what you have written. 

Old Campo says he has exhausted the last sup- 
ply of books, aud is clamorous for more. Those 
last sent will be dchvered in a few days at Putka- 
barry, and he wants another parcel to be sent 
there, to he m readmess for his people to take up 
to him Ml’ Campo is quite a hterary goui’mand, 
'ttnd seems to haim, as Milton says, “ an insatiable 
maw ” We must not, however, let the good old 
gentleman die for want of food. I propose sendmg 
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about trreaty volumoe and if you will contnbuto 
about twelro or fifteen of any trarela, this will be 
an ampio treat to bun I gire you tronblo onoogh 
on my own account, but this for Campo I know 
you will not grudge. 

I return Euler and bare kept to my word of 
not Bcribblmg about it though I waa sadly tempted 
to make the (tyatom of smdUng conform to his 
accounts of muno and colours, and depend upon 
the wondorfni agency of his ether 

A rery ludicrous parallel might be drawn be- 
tween them, and an olfactory pianoforto proposed, 
m which Ilosowator for instance might bo noto A 
iti ascending octave Essonco and tho octaro to that 
agam IJtr of Roses the fifth to it might bo a 
decoction of Violets and so on through a whole 
■ystom of aromatio harmony Tho keys to pro- 
duce these note* might act m opening and shutting 
tho stoppers of a range of small hottlcs tho con- 
tents of which should bo mado os volatUc as pos- 
sible and m tins way I haro no doubt but tunes 
corresponding to God saro tho King ” &c, might 
bo pin) od with great delight to tho nasal organs. 

Our nomonclntoro of smells, too would bo greatly 
iroproTctl Thus wo might say of a nosogay that 
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it was in deliglitfiil umson — of a cocooiw y, tliat it 
is lionible discord — or of a music-rat, that it is ter- 
ribly out of tune. But for once I would not let my 
len run away with me 

You uoU find pai’ts of this volume entertaimng. 
Electricity and magnetism he treats of very cleaily , 
lut, m the first, he chooses to call the electric flmd 
3th er Tins, however, does not injure the desciip- 
tion of its phenomena. The part on telescopes 
you will, I think, find dry — ^thcie hemg so much of 
the mathematical form m it The hook does not 
seem to he complete In page 350 he proposes to 
speak of compound microscopes, when his digi’ession 
on telescopes is over , hut he does not, and the 
digression nearly closes the hook 

Several grand hianches of natmal philosophy 
he almost entirely omits to ti’eat of — as pneumatics 
and hydi’ostatics 

I return Mr sketch, which gives a 

very good idea of “ Callenjar ” How very strong 
it appeal’s to he 1 it is wonderful that we could 
sm mount such difficulties Pi ay remember me to 
»Mr ****** in your letters 

Captain H*#****# scarcely ever writes to me 
now From MrW^**** I get dekghtfal letters, 
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bat not Tory freijnent I ImTO another coireepoa- 
dent at Patna that I behoTe yon do not knoir 

Major a most ocoentnc gomus, but rrho sol 

dom talhs to me but of the croation of the •world 
Irish and Sanscrit etymologies, and such matters 
Of his letters on an arerage about ane-tivfntiet) 
part IS mtoihgible but a speennon might amus< 
yom I take one at haianL The unrawf&n^ hu 
meaning is a irork of no slight labour but I fine 
much entertainmont m it, and write pretty regu 
larly to hrm 

The nver TThioh has been stationary for a few 
days, has now commenced its last grand TisOrJind \ 
shall thefToforo haro no cessation of bomg busy mtl 
it untfl the end of the season. Eionso this terrible 
scrawl — it u even worso than ordinary 
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August 2, 1812 

I WAS mucli obliged to you for the books Old 
Campo wiU have quite a feast, of which Miss 
Edgeworth’s “ Ennui ” would, in my opimon, be 
the honne-houche, though he may perhaps prefer 
Bousseau’s work If so, it wdl be entirely for the 
name’s sake, for, as far as I have dipped mto it, it 
is qmte umnterestmg, but he is a stanch disciple 
of the Geneva philosopher 

I am glad you approve of my olfactoi'y idea 
The utmost, however, I thought of attemptmg was 
an essay on it m Euler’s style — but that is past 
Yom’ opimon that it has poetic capabihties is, I 
think, very just, but it is that kmd of subject 
whose capabihties I perfectly know I could not 
bring into action It leqmi’es a Dai’wmian imagi- 
nation, and a Darwiman pen, to do it justice To 
sing the charms of aroma in its proper “ tetran- 
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dria monogyman strauiB I inll not try for I am 
Bore I could not wnte one good syllable on it But 
tbe idea may cortflinly na you obBerve be made 
much o£ It IB fanciful, and susceptible of grooi 
poetic nicety For me there is ono obstacle I oould 
not Burmount My ideas arc alroady m a tram 
from irhich I oould not turn them, and which is xm 
■mtabla to the poetic way of considering the sub- 
ject, I should bo flymg off erory moment to 
attack the system of «tker and bo falling I know 
into the ludicrous which is not what the thome 
would require 

Bid I ercT tell you not a fir«Ur<xt« pun of Colonel 
8***** B on chess f Wo wore talking of the oty 
mology of tho Porslan word shutrung Why 
look at the board, said he rt oiplains itself — you 
BOO it s a Kt~o ixingt8 And now I ora on the 
subject of puns, I must toll you another Tho 
Peace of Amiens was tho subject of conrcrsation- 
Some ono maLing uso of a metaphor from chess, 
obsoTTcd, that Addington cortamly garo tho French 
a moif by it jNay ” said some ono else ho 
did more, ho garo them a j>itce, I forgot who 
was tho punitor — nor is it worth recollcctmg 

1 have got down tho ^ Nonco of St Bomuuok ” 
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from Tlungporc, and will fccnd it to ;\ou ^^lloIl tlie 
parcels from rulkaburr^V aiine Some old Kng- 
lisli books aic ako coming — but you do not caic 
about Hack letta Indeed, cssa; 5 s on uitclicraft, 
wbicli tlic}’’ arc, arc generally vei y dry, and pos'^ecs 
neither cliaiactciistical Chaim‘s; noi fa^^tvjatwns , 
but it IS cm ions to read the positnc and ridiculous 
assertions about comcrsations between Jia^s and 
imjis, &c — some of them suoin, too, before niagis- 
tiates! Did you eier go through any of those? 
though they aie scaicely umth it, and aio, m 
general, sad ti’ash In one of them a uholc tribe 
of devils arc actually subpoma d as witnesses ! ! 

In the accoimt of yom' pai ty, you told me ou 
played at puzzles As you aie vciy axi-fait at 
these, I must give you a pai'adox to solve — Two 
pel sons were born at the same place at the same 
moment of tune After an age of fifty years, they 
both died also at the same spot, and in the same 
instant — yet one had hved a hundred days moio 
than the other — ^how was this possible ^ I mean no 
quibble Excuse aU this nonsense 

I shall not be able to come in on the 6th, as I 
shall then be very busy here The river has been 
very ruinous to me already, and cannot but con- 
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tiime 60 My w^nngs wew 6 o unfortunatoly lata 
from the Tmnt of nun that Tthon the nrer began to 
n*o the plant nearest the Trater iraa not nboTo half 
npe — ^yet I was obhgod to cnt it and thus on, I 
hare stopped for ten days, but that delay is not 
sufficient, and I cannot lengthen it — the nrer has 
obhged mo to begin agnm. In short, I hope to 
c/«ir myself bat I cannot think of any projft A 
year tliercfore mil be lost to me — n Tory scnous 
IomI But this to me is a melancholy theme I 
brood OTor it soffiaontly m my thoughts and mn.t 
not trouble you mth my gloomy ideas, I am 
rqjoicod that thoy are Troll off m Rungporo. ^ 
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LETTER LIX 


Aug^ust 1812 

I Ail very sorry you have been so disappointed 
m Europe letters I am bappy to say I have . 
receiyed a few, wbicb tell me that my mother and 
sisters are aU well One of them speaks of conung 
out here I hope very much she may , but I 
scai'cely expect it, as I know the difficulty in pre- 
vaihng on my mother to part with one of her 
children The most particulai* details I hare from 
a good old housekeeper that I regularly correspond 
inth It is not very easy to decipher her letters, 
but they are vastly entertaimng to me — ^the shp- 
sloppery, almost as bad as Mrs Wmifi’ed Jenkms’s 
Thus, m enumcratmg my sisters’ occupations, she 
tells me of one, “ have pamt a mmta ” Who would 
^ot suppose this to be some shepherdess ? By wliat 
follows, however, it tui ns out to be a mimatnre of 
herself that my sister has done for her. 
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I must aHoTf Colonel S***** ^pun to bo indifib- 
rent. I do not knoTr hoTr I came to imte it to yon, 
unleefl that my thoughts irero just then occupied m 
hontmg out the real etymology of the Trord for I 
have for some time past, boon so yeied and oocnpied, 
that I had neither time nor mdination for any thing 
like rognlar reading and more to distract mysolt 
tlinji for any other purpose filled the few leisuro 
moments I could snatch, m making notos of whai 
had been said on this game by Tunous authors. 
These when my head is more disengaged, and in 
a fitter state I uill throTT together mto some bnd 
of form to amnso you uith if I cm. 

At present mthont bemg pocticnl, I may say ol 
my mmd Chaos is come again indeed aD 
my prospects destroyed before my eyoe, is enough 
to tnako mo melancholy — not to brood otot then: 
IS a Tom effort but OTcn hope is gone. early al 
my plant is nrocoTcrably drormod and I haro tin 
certainty of an ortrcmoly bad season. Tins Iasi 
stroke TTBs so sudden and so complete that it quite 
OTcrwlmlmed tho httlo stock of pahonco I bod re- 
maining and I could almost hare thrown myseh 
after my plant mth Tciation but I must be 
resigned. Tour condolence must always bo an 
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alleviation, and again I tliank you sincerely for 
it 

‘ But I must wiite on otter subjects The refor- 
mation of the kalendar has nothing to do with 
my paradox, nor leap-years, nor any thing else of 
the land. To he clearer one saw the sun use and 
set a hundi’ed times oftener than the other , but 
it IS hardly worth solvmg — so let it remain till I 
have the pleasm’e of seemg you. 

The hooks from Rungpore are not yet ai rived 
I wiU send the “ Rovice ” immediately it comes 
It IS, I thmk, ]\Iiss Owenson’s best work 

TTour account of chess is not so good as it 
ought to he Hard battles, m which you only 
come off with a game or two, are not sufficient 
Pray, take care to keep up yout credit I thank 

you for the note to , hut it does not m the 

least answer to the description Mr It**^"^*#* gave 
mo of it The other was very wild, but very 
affecting Tins — ^but I need not wiite about it — ^it 
IS not hke him 

Do you keep to your mtention of going to Cal- 
-^utta next month ? Hot in the early part of it, I 
hope My father wiites me that Moorshcdabad is 
very gay The Clvh, he says, is become particu- 



280 


T.'R'ri' i :r. T.Tf - 


IatIj t3i& fafihion and baoielors giTD dinners 
at it. I am bo gloomy that I do not regret not 
being at them but I do regret the morning parties 
you speak of 

The Etc of San Pietro I lately sent to Rung 
pore. I did not prenonsly read it but, on turning 
it oxer perceiTod a leaf turned down I conclude 
by you. The pendent tnpods mentioned m it is 
endently a plagiarism^ rather unhappy firom Mrs 
Radehffe. The oorreeponding one m her is m the 
Venetian palace of the Mysteries of Udolpho 
You did not toll mo of this, and I perceirod your 
mark but by acadont, I shall road it on its re- 
turn. 

Potter ■ Eunpidcs I borrowed merely to brait 
for a noto on tbo Medea, where there is a passage 
some have chosen to thmk rolatiTO to chess but 
ho has translated it dice which is just In T\ ood 
hull • translation there is a long remark, something 
similar to what I had hoped to find here but 
nothmg IS said. The sight of my old school fnond, 
howoTcr pleased mo so much that I shall not re- 
turn it until I liaro gone qmto through it X 

If ron moot in your reading with any passages 
about this game pray communicato them to mo ns 
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I -want to collect aU , but, before I trouble you to 
make an extract, just write the -bead, that I may 
see whether I have it not already. Do not trouble 
yourself about this— I only want what falls in your 



282 


letteh lx 


LETTER LI. 


Adfetat 1811 . 

I ^ Tory grateful to you for the kmdues* of 
your inahea. On the artiole of heaUK I ft™ tolerably 
irell again but for my prospect* — they're post for 
this year I I moat take courage and begin again. 
1 have been unwell about a — for ono or tun 

daya rather BOTeroly but I have taken care and 
got over it- I flttributo it to the rory bad Troathor 
uo had Bomo httlo time ago Being obbged to bo 
out from morning till night, I oould not help being 
constantly vrot through — it being uadcss to think of 
changing a dozen tnnoi a-day This mth perhaps 
fretting a little more tlmn I ought, laid mo up but 
I Iiaro come off cheaply — being now tolerably iroll 
ogam- For your land wishes I thank you very 
Tcry much- J 

ily lather s letters must bo defforent from mmo 
or I do not think ho has any right to oipoot my 
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sister so soon ' I do not expect her, at tlic cai host, 
befoie the Fehriiavy or !March fleet of 1813 — that 
IS, a year hence, and so much may happen in a 
year, that I am not very sanguine in my expecta- 
tion of seeing her hei e at all. I hope very much 
she may come 

!Never mind the anecdotes of chess. It iras a 
floatmg idea winch I may nei cr carry mto execu- 
tion The solution of the pai adox turns on a curious, 
but, with a httle leflcction, a veiy obvious pomt in 
circumnavigation. A person going round the ivoi Id, 
towards the west, loses a day, and towai ds the east, 
he gams one Thus Magellan’s slup, on its return 
to Seville, found what they thought the 6th of Sep- 
tember, to be considei ed as the 7th by the Sevill- 
ians , and this, if you consider that in ti’aveUmg 
from the sun you lengthen the day, cannot be 
otherwise Supposing, then, two persons born to- 
gether at the Cape of Good Hope, whence a voy- 
age lound the world may be performed m a year , 
if one perform this constantly towards the west, m 
fifty yeai s he wiU be fifty days belimd the stationary 
<\mhabitants And, if the other sail eq[ually towards 
the east, he will be fifty days m advance of them 
One, therefore, will have seen a hundi ed days moro 
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than the other though they were bom and died in 
the same place — at the aame moments — and bred 
eren contmoaHy m the aame latitudes, and rookonod 
by the same kalendar A moment's thought tttU 
oonyinoo you of the truth of this I hope you Trill 
not think my paradox stupid 
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LETTER LXI 


October 1812 

I AM happy to see, by a letter to my father, that 
you are amved safe at Calcutta I am to give you 
the news of this place. There is hardly any , but 
I am glad to avail myself of the shghtest excuse for 
ivTitmg to yon My father too, I beheve, has anti- 
cipated me in all the httle articles I was coUectmg 
The only occun’ence of importance that has smce 
taken place, was our commencement-ball at the club, 
two nights ago We had some travellers, which 
accounts for our mustering rather strong Miss 

, a young lady about twelve, danced a pretty 

httle passeid, to the tune of Morgiana A wish was 
expressed that some gentleman would be gallant 
enough to dance %t with her! A blunder of another 
^lond entertamed me much, a few days ago, at a 
sale ; the auctioneer pi oclaimmg, with elegant shp- 
sloppery, the next lot to be — “A poem, as wery much 
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in ■irogue called the Scotdi Merryman (Scott s 
MarnuorL ) 

I am glad to hear of jour Buocess at che«u Wo 
hare a noTTicomer Mr B******** who xre hear 
lA a great player I shall be afraid to encounter 
him, for I am BO much out of practice that mj plaj 
must be as Johnson would oipresa it, rtaHy cfrs- 
quamaUd I must try him coute qiie co\(U like 
a true knight-errant, m a day or two 

Captom C**** has sent some garden seeds to 
my lather which Mrs ^•♦•*** gont down for 
yom As yon may know persons about to trarol 
upwards it may sare them an unnecessary trip to ^ 
tell yon that the Sooty is impassable for largo 
boats a pinnace was stopped throo days ago. It 
bolonged to Captam and Mrs IL p***** ^fho have 
boon and wdl bo for some timo with tho 8****s 
Yon must recollect her as Miss B**** 

I laid a letter two days ago from Mr 'W’***** 
Ho has been oitrcmoly ill but is quite recovered 
agam, ho speaks of commg down very shortly 
and staying some days with ns which I rqoicc at 
IBs mind is mode up on going to England by th^ 
first fleet liaring even, I beboTo, taken Ids passage 
I hope yon will bavo returned before ho omres. 
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I have only looked into Young’s “ JShght 
Thoughts” since you retui'ned them. I am really 
vciy much obliged to you for complying with my 
request, in marking with your pencd the passages 
you liked best 

I have begun Mackenzie’s “Iceland” — the pre- 
hmmaiy dissertation on its histoiy and hterature, 
by Dr Holland, I admired much. The “ Traiels” 
I find, as far as I have gone, very entertalmng ; 
indeed, any remarks on so smgular a country must 
be mterestmg, and, as I doubt not, I shall hke it to 
the end Yet, bemg in rather a perverse humour, 
^ chose to fancy myself, in leadmg it, a reAuewer, 
nd looked out for spots to exercise hyperci iticism 
jn I ^end you what ocemued m a few pages, 
dished up a la pocket-book Ridicule is not 
exactly the test of truth, and I hke tins book , but 
I was imagimng to myself, what an old surly twis- 
ter of meanings could make out of it The othci 
books I have not road I hope your supply fi om 
England answers your expectations Geneial 
M^'**** was taken veiy ill three or four days 
^go , a kmd of fit — mort de cliien — ^the doctor said, 
brought on by eatmg too many radishes. He i§ 
quite recovered again. 
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Since imting the above yoeterdaj, I hATO had 

a note from he epeaka of a comet bomg 

risible betfreen one and two o clock m Ihe morning 
Hato you soon it f I sat up this morning to look 
for it, but tho sky was spread over with tbm clouds 
and the moon shone vury bnghtly' Of course, I 

was unsuccesaftiL I will try agam though 

may be only qutsitng and, till the moon is older 
there is not much chance of discoTonng it It is 
m ram you lent him Ifr Bonny castle — ho does not 
tell mo a word of its direction in the hearens- I 
suspect some of tho Kjahnaghur gentry have soon 
a star double^ and took it for a comoL 

I hope you are enjoying a groat deal of pleasure 
m Calcutta, but not enough to make you regret 
rotummg hero — ratbor selfish* Ton keep I sup 
pose to your mtentlou of leaving Calcutta nt the 
ond of tho month and m that caso will bo l^prc 
by tho 6th or 0th probably the sooner tho hotter 
for tho place n very stupid without Cossimbaior 
I have not heard lately from Rungporo though 
tho T***f must bo on tbeir way down As tho 
Bhngrctly w21 bo shut it is rury probable tUr^ 
they ■win not como over hem. Of old Camps I 
have heard nothing but have ropcatod tho Invita 
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tion, and proposed that, should he not coiho with 
P)j. he should 'accompany G. ^i*"*^***^ 

down, who promise'^ to be here in tlu' cold n«'ather 
^ It can hardly, liowcici, be evpected that (he uood 
old gentleman should undertake ''O long a trij) 

As youi time must be fully occupied in Cahnlta, 
ncier mind icplymg to this lettoi, unles'', indeed, 
you haic an idle moment — “ Tlic loNure hour i"- 
all that I can claim” I haic npologi''cd •'O often 
tor badness of niitmg, that I ‘5uucol\ need do it 


again 
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50TE BY THE EDITOB 

fDorlng the lni*rm*dlat* period from Cietober 1H12 to Jnty 
1919, the oorre^poodeDoe ce«*ed, m the pertlsi reeided et the 
mne stAtiaci. And the EtSlor takee the pree ea t opportnnhj 
ot l a e utln g •ererel Irtten which here bw obDifh^fly e«n- 
munkmted to her bj' a frieid who waj then In India, and alao 
In oorreapondenoa with Mr AdtfiaocL] 
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hlarch 1812. 

Deab K****** 

I hare thw momont recorrod yonra of the 6th- 
I need not say how much I admiro tho ondocuro. 
Yon nro right m obwmng that I alrnU not bo «t 
n loes to ducOTCr tho anthor — oTory BjUablo bo- 
troys him — yon hare no other in Hungporo — nay 
ytm liaTO no ono m India that wntca m tho same 
way I defy him to a«amo an incognito — • tct* 
mccau pshnt dcA ” — hta rcfy step is onoc/ghw 
Pray do mnh o lum for mo my adcnowlodgmonti 
in yoor handaomcat manner Toll him I am qmto 
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in raptures uilli i»is %oiscs— and a on nill foil linn 
snnply tlic truth I am not surprised at mu thing 
from M** *'* • but icaUy in any otlicr, siuh facility, 
such elegance — (hut I might c\haupt the uholc 
list of uoids encomiastic) — would surpijsc mo in- 
deed But I stand no chance of being sui pi i''Cd — 
I shall not meet them clseivhcrc 

But, seiiously, B*'^****', is it not a shame that 
he who can mute in this manner — who could, 
mthout flatteiy, “sot all Painassns m a bla/<e ” if 
he pleased — shoxdd sit down so indolently at 
“ Saftaharry I am quite in a pa'^'^ion with him 
Play do pay him a visit, and steal his box of 
lUmhxa -darcc Raghurg for me I am not quite 
cool yet 1 1 ecenmd your letter not a quai ter of an 
hour ago , and though I had the vci ses by heart at 
the first reading, I did not stop until the twentieth 
— then dashed off a copy for not re dame de Cos- 
simhazar, and would now^ toll you how i cry, very 
much I adimi e them, but cannot hit on the suitable 
expressions However, I le^ivo it to you to malce 
the proper thanks for me 

Pray do not forget particularly Davy’s Locker, 
the Hog-spear, and the dose of Jalap These 
^ Name of Mr M ’s residence 
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are embeUifllunentB indeed. I Bcarcolj knoTr my 
self again so mnch has M**** improved me by 
Btnppmg me of my toga. To say the beat of me 
my dresB was rather too much of one colour but 
here I hare become as gay and varied a* a pea 
cock a tttd I am like Peter b block of irood The 
couplet — 

So GOO (Uj in a &ando fit, thej tdl 

Ho droTo ld» hoy-apear throojh hli beat fhaul beilj *' 

IS really mestimable — like BoOeaus aoimet — - il 
vaut un long poeme and the elegant dose — fnia 
coronat opus. When I read the comphmont to 
myself — gore lo firomogo — had J had one m my 
mouth I must have dropped it for A cos mots lo 
corboau — no sc sout pas de joio. In short it is all 
and every way oicellcnt 

Ton aak mo to send you up any htorary novoltios 
I may hare, I will make yon op a parcel m a few 
days of wliatover I can procure and send it up to 
you by a cooly by return of whom you may pcnd 
mo whatoTcr you please 

Tlio socks for T*** have been long ordered ns 
vou know I will hurry thorn and report progress 
when I visit Colcaporc- In the mean time remember 
mo to Jlr and Mrs T*** 

How )i G M* 


? — wo hear oxtromoly 
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ill It T^roni; m )on not to nny tlun" 
al)niit Innt 

I MW O' • ' • * * and T* * • * * ‘ mi tlic 7t1i. 
Tho\ staled a d.n or too mill niv fiitlioi. hut In 

» ■» * *r * 

till'' tunc tlioi .110 of conr-'O, with inn 

Tliore h.'i'' I’oon i.ain lioio 1)ul I Irno hoon ]iat- 

lionlaih nntnitunifo it Imv not oxtondod to me 

All (lie ‘•outh of (ho di‘'liicl lia** hoon innndatod, 

.ind 1 haio not liad a ‘'iii'ilo jniddlo It h.i*- hoon 

frcqnontly hlmk and cloudy — hut .ill pa'-sos oioi 

Hon Cl 01 I nni'-t joincinhei nlnt Ai/,inu ‘-ais, — 

T]iou;;,^h nich'^t f nr pun 
SliH hopf* thnni^li <hrK nu^fnrtnno s liour 
From }on l)h(k cltnnF, timl l(n\ nn^ Mil, 

Ma} fall the liuul, or\‘'tnl 5ho;\(r ** 

I nish it would, for my paticnoc is nttoily exh.anst- 

cd By the by, lou h.aic noier ‘'Cnt me 

icises on Hfis — ^ou iini‘'t get me a 

copi Ha'; your uncle yet an n ed at Bnngporc ^ 

Pr.ay, he not so economical of yoiii handiniting — it 

iraproieshy use, ‘=0 lot mo haie .all the nous I 

am, lioiievei, icady to excuse the paucity of this 

article in yoin last, m faiour of the enclosuic — foi 

-^uhicli let me thanlc M*'*** and you again — Tours 

lery smccicly, 


G A. Addison. 
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ApHllSli 

Dear R****«* 

I haro tlufl day Bent you off thirty bookii of 
Trluch I enclose a list, Pnnco de Ligne s are m a 
stylo of great liTolmcas and nalytff^ I think Campo 
and yourself wHl lito thorn — and I am sure M* • * * 
will. This 11 Mrs D***'^, who does not now send 
any more as I told hor I web sending a parcel 
Chamfort and Coiotto are your owm I send 
some new norels but I cannot recommend os I 
ha>o not m^solf read tlionn Tho Contcn de Pro- 
vost” Trill amnso you, being prmcipally talcs about 
Fngland — of all that relates to which country 
tho author s consimmiato ignorance la vastl} on 
tcrtaimng Pray read particularly his account 
of Savage Pootrv ho says was an mspira v 
tion ho caught in Isowgato tliat tho poem called 
" Tho Bastard ” was written against lura by his 
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enemies, but that, in spite of all their raacluna- 
tions, he was happily reconciled to lus father and 
mother I ’ 

111 another place he says, that the Scotch aie 
famous for — “ ce (luc Ton appclle — hhmdeis'' Foi 
Scotch, read Fi ench Idolati’y, by his account, too, 
very lately prcrailod in the savage pai te of Ii eland* 
Is it not A cry strange that the French should be 
so deploiably ignorant of all that relates to then 
neighbours 

I never met, by any chance, the English words 
used by them spelt right Did you evci I hope 
we do not expose oursehms m the same way You 
' must not show this to Campo * 

I have received from my father the balance of 
his account with you, and now send you mine com- 
pleted The stockings I put down at thirty -fiAo 
■ rupees the corge, tins being the common puce, but 
forgot to keep a memorandum , the socks I send 
with the books The balance, sixty-eight lupces 
fourteen annas, you must take out m a commission, 
01 let it stand over tiU next settlmg 

You will be sm prised to hear of our mcreased 

* Abbreviation of tbe name of an old French gentleman, 
named Campagnac 
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Bocmbnity We Imye just formed a ClMt Club — 
fiftoon members. Totloh s house is grreu to us by 
the NaTTsub It ui to he mutably fnrmahod, and 
amply provided with che« backgammon &o. 
boards and a billiard-table — open at all timofl a 
general meeting and tiffln iroekly for the mem 
bora and a dinner to the station once a fortmglit 
Qmte, you perceive on the best scale "We hare 
3000 mpoos to lay m stock mth and are to sul>- 
sonbe each tirenty rupees per month. (Hojard 
prohibited.) 

L** IS chosen perpetual manager of etook, and 
cutator of irmos — the President to bo vreekly lU 
rotation. Tho members are General H***** 
my father L** i**#* J)*** p**» ^♦•**** 
M****** Captain \if ****** Jlr q***»* 

Coptain c»**«*»«* C II****** Coptam 11*****, 
and mvsolf The only additional member wo oi 
poet IS now witli you ilr 8**** — and bo will bo 
one of tho best. 

It IS called tlio Chess Club but you will perceive 
by the bst that this will not bo tho only object 

Stony thanks for D * • • • a effusion. Best oomph 
monts to all at Bungporo 
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.hinc 1H12 

Drui 

You }ou \vjll '^ontl l>ick Uip la-^l supply of 
books ns fpuck ns 2’0''‘-Jblo 1 hopo (Ins uill lonrli 

von before on bn^ c <.loue il 1 must cull on you 

foi' T*^ *"**** 'S “ 07 f/y ’’ 

lose, 01 not Tonr “No\icc of St Donmnek’” If 
jou liaic it, send jt m tlic paiccl, foi ^fis D 
has not lead it For the same lady I nant join 
Fiencli Ana too, and foi myself, Kitson’s Old B.il- 
lads, &c , and arn thing else you may deem onlci - 
taming 

I shall ha^ o a good-si/cd parcel ready for Canijio 
by the time your man ai'rivcs Your commissions 
I have already c\ecutcd ! Jlay, noiv, no musty 
" credat , ” — positn ely the stoclungs, tapes, and 
ferns, are all pui chased 

Where arc the towels I commissioned you about. 
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a fall Troy B Bioge ago for iIi8BE*****f Tlus 
young lady ib constantly Tmtmg to me about them 
and I ought therefore to thnnh your idleness for 
the honour of her correspondence. Pray do look 
back to your memoranda, and send me these 
toirels. As to quantity Ac. I haro forgotten all 
about them but yon Tiho aro so regular must have 
a slip of paper stating aH the needful unless 
indeed the rats earned it off at the time of the 
oret memorohlo rape of the cash hook. 

Oh, what a glorious subject for a poem I Gram 
ger would hare given rao a motto from his didactio 
— ** Tho Sugar Cane, 

*'Now mmii, letB itng of rcti I " 

I might too hare borrowed another Imo firom hnn 
and m summing up nH tho disastorB mentioned 
how 

“ Cockro«diM er*»l dljiile*ilngljr BbnMd. 

But alas I wluit muso eror know nny thing of a 
cash book f Snoh fiction would bo too unprobablo. 
My harp Judalok must not bo too bold 
Tlio S****8 ore not Tetamrcd, Mlion I too 
them I will ask about Alphotismo ” 

'i ou are qmto mistaken about our now Institution 
wUen TOO speak of contnbutjoni I iball never 
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iRcoke any otliei* than so many rupees per month 
It IS called a ” Chess Club,” but this is a mis- 
nomer Some of us play chess, it is true, but I doubt 
whether a smgle board is, or is mtended to be, 
prociu’ed The name was chosen as the first that 
offered, and because chess is much played here just 
now. It IS so far good, as it pi ecludes the idea of 
gambhng The sole object of the Club is, as far as 
I know of it, to give a grand dinner and ball twice 
a month to all the station, and a bachelor’s tiffin 
once a-week. TTe have taken an “ hotel gaim” in 
Borhampore, for which wo are to pay 200 rupees 
per month to General Accounts to be 

made up, and expenses shared, every month Can- 
not guess what they may piove to be We have 
about twenty members of two denommations — per- 
manent and honorary — (more misnomers ) The 
latter pay^only a share of the cm’rent expenses, 
which are, I do not yet know what AU confused 
work, m my opmion. There are no rules that 
would do your club any good, or I would send 
them We have officers enough — ^president, vice- 
-president, perpetual manager, perpetual actmg 
manager, secretary — the two first in rotation 
IS manager, Captam C’*****'*'^** manages 
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ond IJjr C***** is otrr secretary First great 
dinner on the 12th. Ton shall knorr onr erponBes 
&C, as I knOTV them myself. Some proposed that 
the Clnb should be called The TJmon, (fiicws 
a non lucaido ) because tto bare had nothing but 
wranglmg yet. 

Being bent on brotherly friendship a Freemason 
Lodge, The Minorva, is to be roviTed here, Mr 
C***** master C H****** senior uarden — > 
about twenty demrous of bemg apprenticed. Mv 
present opinion is that I will not belong to it 
hirst bcofluso I disliko unnocoasary oaths and 
secrets and, secondly because I cannot imagine 
that any good can bo dono m, that cannot cqualir 
be done out of a lodge thirdly becacso I consider 
confining brotherly loro or chanty to any parbtu 
lor order a narrowing pnncrplo fourthly bocanso 
my only motiTo would bo cnnosity w^uch ouglit 
not to ho gratified at the expense of an oath fifthly 
ond most strongly bocanso if I otot mamed, I 
should not like to have % tocrot from my wife 
sixthly — but I coold string twenty more — suffico 
these. Tell mo what yon thmk on tho subject — 
will you OTOT bo ono of tho brotherhood t 

I hare taken a sheet of such bad paper that I 
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am out of all patience with it, and will therefore 
conclude Remember me to all friends 

P S — You have a French Bible — ^look me out, 
and copy literatvm for me the foUowmg yerses — 
John, u 4, 1 Ifings, xvu 6, Judges, xy 4, Luke, 
xxiu 32 

I do not expect a good season All my lands 
arc sown, and the plants thiuying, but they were 
sown so late, that I expect the mundation to sweep 
away the plant before it is haK-ripe This is yery 
bad How are you m this way ? 
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Jope 1S12. 

Deae K*****« 

Tho boofcn olotlis &c*, all arrived safolj I 
have aent you by the return coohea thirty foEr 
volnrae#, which I hope will prove agreeable to my 
good fhend Compo Mrs D*** and myacl/ hare 
exactly divided this packet — sovontocn ore hors — as 
many mine The Unknown, in Mr Lathom s 
best stylo — you know what that is. Tlie Woman 
of Colour u m spite of the title of tho better 
order of novcK The Son of the Storm," read 
nod judge — tho title and autlior s name frightened 
ino from doing so Ralph Roybndgo you will 
find citrcmely amusing — I liko it much ^ Charles 
ct Mane I am not sure whether I like or not 
— there are some pretty sentnnents in it but fhdw 
hero IS most unarmahly suspiaoas, and tho hcroloo 
roost mitL-ajuUivattrln tame Tct do not trust to 
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my judgment, for tlic Bdmlnngli Reviewers have 
honoured this work witJi an appionng critique 
almost as long as the book itself 

Tour reins tapes, and stockings accompamed the 
books They are the best of the land I could 
get The s/iort (^ e I presume what we call half-) 
stockings for C ]Ms***<^**' shall be procured, and 
sent by the next oppoi tumty. 

I am very glad to hear of Manmng’s safety 
jQjj begun to bo ahmned 
on his account Now, recollect, in pci forming your 
promise of giving me an account of his travels, 
that I expect somethmg not very concise — and that 
I shall hear of difficulties or excuses with much 
impatience 

I am veiy sorry to hear of illness 

Pray wiite me whether he is quite well agam or 
not 

Our Club gave a dinner and ball on the 12th 
We sat down about sixty — every thing in the best 
style, and went off in the best manner Still, I do 
not hke it It wdl be much too expensive, and is 
4 ,not the right kind of Club You shall know more 
when we ai’e called on for our shot 

D*** received your note about the boat, and 
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hftfl irntten to B*** Rlxrnt it. Of course you wiD 
hoar farther from him. I knoir of no place near 
tho head of the Jelhnghy where a pored could ho 
dropped. A pared might bo left with B*** nt 
PutLaharry and ho would forward it to irie — I know- 
no other way 

Thanks for tho French texts. Send down aH 
tho books yon monbon — this is a style of reading I 
like. I huTO much on witches myself and oould 
cast a figure on occnsiom If Scott s work be 
among them I shall be glad to road it, from 
D Israoh s -warm oulogium. A propos of old books, 
did you ever read Howell s Letters ? — ynsUy enter 
tninmg I can send thorn to you. I haTU lately 
been reading a most entertaining work — ^much 
talked of but not often mot — Browno on Tulgar 
Lrrors Did you eycr see it! It is an admirablo 
and close chain of reasoning, and is almost a« rich 
in bookdcammg as even Burton himself Ask 
At**** whotlior bo ever read it if not (though 
most probably ho has ) it would bo a nch treat to 
him Somo of tlio errors ho argues against arc 
Tustly amusing Tlius ho prove* most sati-^frctorily,^ 
that It IS a cnlumny to nTcrre tlmt Jowca stmke 
Head tho account in tho paper of tlio magnammons 
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Joe’s ball at Kuttuh We, who hare so often bung 
dehgbted on bis silver tones, can ivell conceive “ tbe 
grand, barmonious, and impressive effect,” ivben be 
sung “ that beautiful anthem with so much pathos ” 
How debgbtedly must Mrs S*** have read this 
account ' By the way, is not Mr B, , who sang 
“ Donald McDonald,” your brother ^ — and is not all 
this excellent qmz a wicked tiuck of his 

I shall be glad to receive your catalogue Cal- 
capore and Cossimbazar I have nearly exhausted, 
and I have no other hbrai’ies at my command 
Pray give me a httle news of Rungpore, for I 
always hke to hear of it "What are the Uslees all 
about — and what kmd of people are your last impor- 
tations ? When does your uncle, or does he at all, 
propose retm'mng to Calcutta^ — and wiU he not come 
this way'i’ My acquamtance with him was, you 
know, of the shghtest kmd — ^but I hope to renew 
and increase it 

Oui’ indigo season here promises variously — in 
some places better, others worse. ]\Imo depends 
entirely on the nver I have a great deal of plant 
^tlirmng well, but winch was, through want of ram, 
sown so late, that an early rise of the river will 

drown a great proportion before it be ripe 

2 c 
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If tho trouble of oopjing out ^ero not bo 
I would Bond you some of my kto offuaions. Of 
couTBo I oontmoe to ‘ Bcribblo soribblo on ftU 
lands of subjects. My pen la afflicted with St 
VituB 8 diBoaso and will not he qraot — I can t help 
it You shnll havo sundry luoubrahona m the noit 
letter Pray do you continue na meiorabl© as 
OTor? — no muso yet softened your Irnrd lieartf 
Come R****** you must m fiumess send mo 
something t 

Remember mo to all fnouds. w 
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June 1812 

Dear R******, 

I have been expecting for some days to hear 
from you It 15 a considerable time smce I ivrote , 
and I looked for an account from you of our poor 
friend’s last moments Dear ^ ire shall not 

easily supply his loss I need not teU you how 
very, veiy grieved I was to hear of his death All 
who knew him must have been so, and I really 
loved him He was one of the best-infouncd and 
pleasantest men I ever laiew The stroke cat- 
sudden, — we must hope not too much so Do iel 
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mnmoaied it first to me In her and S**** too 
he had two smcero mourners, 

Smce I heard this mohmcholy news I have been 
thinking of nothing else. To a imin of il ****8 
dflsaical sttainmonta a Latm Epitaph is positivclj’ 
due, I hope your imde or some other fhend eqiud 
to it, will pay this tribute to his memory yet 
beeidos your unde I do not know any one who is 
likely to do it, Eren he may not choose — though 
I trust his indmation will need no prcsamg If 
pressmg will serro yon mnst not sparo it I am 
perfectly aware that for the chastity and tonencss (, 
of expression roqmrod m monumental inscriptions 
a thorough Lnowlodgo of tho hinguago must bo 
possessed and consequently foDy knowhoirmconi- 
potont I am to attempt such a task. Tot, poor os 
it 18 mine will bo more roapootfnl than none — and 
trust my oiamplo mil urge on your undo to do it 
In loro for his loto fnond, ho ought to take him out 
of my murdering hands, I send you, accordmglr 
an attempt at an epitaph I composed tins morning 
The groTo-stono is not tho place to tell on untruth 
on and I could not, thorofore dfroH on what I ^ 
should bare most IiLcd to do — rohgion Ho liad I 
hope raoro than ho expressed — (I think ho luid ) 
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but still, I fear, less than vro could have wished. I 
hope you vriU say you agree Avith me , and I should 
be delighted could you add, you have reason to 
do so 

Dr Johnson recommends that every epitaph 
shoidd inculcate some moral. I Imcw not what 
other to draw from pool M***’''’s life — than tlic 
expression of regi’ot that such talents and abihties 
should have pi oved baiTen The four verses sub- 
joined contain no great sti’ctch of thought , but I 
aimed at simphcity m them , and if you approve of 
the turn of sentiment, I shall say — “ onine tuht 
punctum.” 

As I have written all tills out here, (and, indeed, 
had it been m Moorshedabad it would have boon 
the same,) with no one to look it over and critically 
examme it, I am, of course, m gi’eat apprehensions 
lest I have committed many solecisms in grammar 
and prosody I should not hke to be detected in 
false concords or quantities. You wdl, therefoie, 
very greatly oblige me by first shomng it to your 
uncle alone, and ask him to have the kindness to 
^take for me the critic’s office, and guard me against 
bemg laughed at Pray look through it very 
closely , and should either he or yourself detect 
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errora jon of connOf nmko the noecssarj 
ooireotions. Mj luuid la *o otrt of praotico in 
lAtm, that I oipect you i?ill find BoreraL Parti 
cnlarly I nm by no meana aure of my tonaea whon 
I get mto the subjanctiTo mood. For fuervii 
and rdiqittvent ’ I think the foIloiTmg anthonty 
mil bear mo oat — Hoc aolum imquuin qnod qoum 
tam multn Jdxni landabiha, ivtvmt ae landam 
Hero tho aamo tonae* are uaod, and I think the 
cjaaoa are very auniJar Of tho rest I am more 
a&aid Cam taha fiient morganta ntmquam 
exivent — perhapa it ought to be margantam 
nunquam cxiTiaae. Pray got thii ngoroualy 
jndged and the better adopted I mohned myaolf 
to rannwa but I recoil eotod a apcech of some- 
body a — com taha bih, utinom nostor — and 

procooded on analogy Te noetrmn oaao ” iroidd 
cortamly be less elegant ra tlio latter place , but I 
nm not anro but tho mfinitiro mood would bo best for 
tho former Aro tho tonaoa too I haro used, tlio 
right ones OTcn if tho mood bo proper ? Got tlui 
too won enquired into I should bo emoDy an 
noyod to bo found o/torwnrda guilty of blonder* ^ 
and now tlirow these into your Iianda to bo pruned 
and trimmed a> jou picaso. 



LETTER LXVI 31'1 

In the verses get your uncle to look sharp after 
the false quantities , they are most material pomts 
(I am givmg him much tronhlej hut you must take 
that on your shoulders — I will repay you whenever 
you please ) I conclude that I may Latimze almost 
how I please, a proper name — Marsus, Marsis, or 
Marses — aU fan* I have chosen the latter because 
I hke its euphony best, and to save myself from a 
false quantity I cannot brmg m the name so well 
m any other part , and were I to use the vocative 
of either of the two first — Marse or Marsi — my 
verse would be incorrect , but Marses saves me from 
this, and is, I think, equally woU Latm for the 
name On this pomt I hope you wiU not differ 
from me, as my hues depend on it. 

John and Herod, when taken up by the Greeks 
and Latins, become Johannes and Herodes I do 
not luiow the Hebrew of Manasses , but I suspect 
the “ es ” to be Greek In the same way, Kmg 
Kliosro of the Persians becomes, when natm'ahzed 
at Rome, “ Chosroes , ” Gunga flumen, Ganges, &c 
&c. Pi ay, pi ess this pomt foi me I hope I am 
^ight I have nothmg more to obseive — yes — one 
word on “ umbra ” In the dictionaries you will 
find that this means “ spirits ” when m the plm al 
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number and thiB sense is affiiod m the * Gradus 
onlj^ to umbra. But Virgil is lord paramount 
when authority is the question — and ho says — 

** TitT^Ht (imnlaerTim a^at fpaio* mnlm Crentv.” 

I hare looked again at the Gradus and find I 
might hare spared this quotation — there is a httle 
note Trhicih oecnpod me 

I have nothmg more to say on this, Beraombor 
that I transmit it to you m confidence Show it 
only to your uncle If ho trill imto one himself 
I shall be rejoiced or if Slnmimg trould do it when 
ho returns or m short, any one else, say nothing 
of my attempt But if no one trill and you think 
mmo can he made any thing of lot mo know At 
least I hare satisfied mrsolf m showing my good 

win 

A translation accomponios — not that yoit, but 
that my L<itm may need it Pray do not bo dflii 
tory — as yon nro, ra general, too much so — m 
answering this, Uso your own discrotion for mo 
altogether and if you think good, if any thing 
appear wrong m it do not show it to any one I 
hare Mtd, amici jtosnerunt — hut I know notidngf 
of yonr intentions on tins subject Prar wnto mo 
fullj about them. 
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What becomes of poor books, &o ? 

„ I =touId bke to get his 

Q, ,, o^ers has he? 

Should any manuscripts or other papers appear T 

k»o.,rf possible, you wdl let me see them 
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Julj 1812. 

Dbah R****«* 

At liijt I bare a letter fipom you, Tou haro 
behaved sadly ill I wrote, m tho bogiumug of lart 
month, n letter whicsh you have not even yet rephed 
to and ogam toTvards the end of it one to which I 
f>eg<jed ft speedy aniwcr and you took throe weeks 
to it This was very annoying for sororal reasons. 
Among others, I wanted to send tho four Latin 
Imc* to the Ifirror but imhod to wait for any 
critKnsms that might bo given in your quarter I 
waited till I was bred out, and then sent them off 
lou will have seen thorn in tho last paper An 
acknowledgment, simply of half a dozen bncs 
would not have cost you much tronblo Bnt 
enough only pray do not bo so slow another tnno -4 
for B tlm roost vexatious of all things and 

jon pave me ratbor too abundant a dov* of it 
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I aul “joiTy yoRV undo urould not undertake tlie 
cntids office D*^***^, you riglitly conclude, I do 
not muck care about ; lie lias, 1 bolievo, knourledgo 
enough of vrords, but is, I suspect, rather deftdeut 
in the taste required for combining them. I ivisb 
you TTOuld steal an opinion from Planning. — by the 
account you gave me of him, I should value it much, 
whether fa^ourablo or othermso Is ^Ir 
a good scholar ? I do not ask the question as rela- 
tively to the present matter, hut generally ; — what 
kmd of members of society do you find lum and 
Mr You never let me know any tlung 

of the domesticity of Rimgporc 

I have had only one opportumty of submitting 
my attempt to a critical revision Our pastor, the 
Rev Mr a very good scholar, undertook 

this very good-natui’edly , and, after critical exami- 
nation he said — ^pronounced it without fault , which, 
of course, not a httle pleased me At his suggestion, 
I altered “ corde” into “ mente ” He considered 
the latter part as a more poetical word, — I, of 
course, adopted what he opmed best There is not 
^ gi’eat deal of difference , one is, he says, a httle 
more poetically authorized, but he allowed the other 
to compensate this by being a shade more affection- 
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Ate It TTOB an utnim hortun maTia aocrpe ' and 
I therefore took hia, 

I am flattered hj yonr approbation mnch But I 
insh j'on conld hare picked me np a few cntiaama 
The words on which I expressed a doubt, I am now- 
satisfied flbout mdeed, I would not bare adopted 
the ones I haro had I not had a preforeDoe for 
thcim But I gare you my authonbes that you 
might have submitted them to any cntw who would 
have gone over it for mo and who seemg what 
had induced my choice of any parbcnlnr word 
might then have weighed well whether I wna soti*- 
factorily or not homo on{ by thorn. I had myselt 
a etrong doubt on ono pomt bnt have smoo searched 
well and nin pretty woH satigfied. But I shall still 
be very glad if you could got any faults detected 
and coTTceted 

In gomg over hi**** s papers, pray do not de- 
stroy any thing (Ifis acconnts, pecuniary of course, 
I have nothing to say to ) — but of tho scraps of all 
kmds — calculations, chemical botomcAl poetical 
romaini, do not throw any away Whatever 
Tou may deem worthy of fho fire or nonscmfcaJf 
throw into a package for me Of course I only 
wish for what would oUienmo bo destroyed Of 
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tW poolvy you find, do not copy alone ^^lJat >ou 
may think woith sending, but copy all; foj* ] hn\c 
a great msh to have an;\ tiling of Ins, good or hail 
If you find this, as is probable, too troublcsouic a 
task, make up a packet of the oiignials, which lend 
me for a short time, — I mil copy what I like, and 
retuin them all faithfully. I msh you maA find a 
meraoiandum about Lord Yalcntia 

Yom’ account of his ilhicss I am lery niucli 
obliged to you for — ^the cu’cumstanccs are \eiy 
affectmg The memorandum addressed to you is 
of a sti'angc wildness, but is hko luin This, and 
the other paits of yom' letter, made me quite me- 
lancholy. Poor M**^**^! — hut this subject is a 
pamful one, and I will drop it 

PS — Indigo promises indifferently. Favm- 
workmg began on the 8th 'Where ai e Mamung’s 
Traiels? "Write me a long letter, or woe he to 
you I “ If thou dost not thou are lorn,” &c. 
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September 1814. 

Mt Pkab B******, 

I Imro yoDTS of the 26th. Immediately on 
receipt of it I sent to Bogrraiigolah and tho Ghat* 
hero, to enquire for a boat tho men have ja*t 
rotumod. At Bogmmgolah there ore none of any 
doicnption hero there ore only two one fourteen 
oared budgerorr rrhich is pnttmg in repair hut 
will not be ready for a conaidorahlo tune tho 
other of Bitoen oars, & got>d budgorow Tho 
manjoo wiD I doubt not, go for eight mpee# per 
oar por month thongh at present ho nwha nine. 
Should this please you, you must not maho any 
delay in taking rt or it may bo hired by somo ono 
cUo 

On receipt of your letter hcloro hurt, 1 immodi . 
atoly sent off two parcels of hooks for you to 
Potkaharry hut wished to hear of tho nrrJTtd of 
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youv people from Rungporc before I ■mi’ote to you 
Tins I did not do until tlic 21st last In tlie mean 
tune I bad been having a very indifferent indigo 
season, and a smart touch of illness, both which 
made me very averse to writing ; smee then, I 
have been so busy hero, and am so much so at 
present, that, as there was nothmg particularly 
urgent, I delayed, from day to day, to wi'itc We 
must not debit and credit, but overlook httle fits of 
neghgence, — “ banc veniam petimusq^ue damusque 
vicissim ” 

My mdigo season will leave me a loser, on balance, 
of four or five thousand rupees, I expect 
clears himseK, I suspect not more 

H* ****** talks largely — but you know the proverb. 
R***** has done excellently. B****** being 
my neighbom’, suffers, I beheve, in the same pro- 
portion as myself 

I am engaged just now, very hard, in trymg to 
obtam the appomtment of deputy-supermtendent of 
embankments here, as R**** is gomg home It is 
four hundred lupees per month — a very handsome 
'Sum I have an opponent in the elder De I’E****, 
in whose favour alltlie P****** mterest, of course. 
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Hi Metrre L****** and C********* write to 

mj father that it will rest on the rccommondation 
of the Pool Committee of this station, m which 
ca» I am eecaro, hanng obtamed fonr out of an 
votes m it. Ton know Mr P***** and may there- 
fore snppose that I am not too sangtnne but still I 
hope to bo able to counter maticeuvr^ This will I 
trust, bo deemed sufficient apology for silence. By 
tho way recrimination is bad — yon have not an 
swored my last letter of 20tb July Pray sit down 
and do so. That is a bad tnck of yours — yon write 
letters, but not answers. jSow I novor fit down to 
wnto withont your letters boforo me and reply to 
each part. But norer mmd I grant you arc a 
very good coircspondont 

Tho books all camo safely and I am much 
obhgod to you for them. As to hoping them I 
■hall with to keep many if you mtend to part with 
any Pray do oblige mo in this case making 
for mo a list with pnccs I want several, but 
would not, on any account toko them if it is not 
quite your wish to dispose of tlicm. I am forry 
very sorry quant d mot that you intend to lotivc 
this part of tho world bnt quant d fott# con 
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gratulato you All this matter 'ire niu'^t tli‘'Cii‘-'< 
when uG nicclj uhich, 1 hope, u'lh ho sooiu » 

gno me the icfusal of the books a on p.n t uith 
I have been ‘=0 engaged that 1 Inne ns .>et read 
only one, “ The Sunft Messenger.” an ciitort.unmg 
httlc work What of M ^ pa jicrs Y on ha\ e 
not answered me theie , nor do ou toll me 'uhethor 
you eier got a cntique for me from ^fanning — hi*' 
travels, too, inBootan Oh, "•*« V 

yon are as >d\o as I am ^ The “ OCic on h>aiVY;|Os 
I cannot aftord , in fact, my rhynung energies ai c 
ft'om A\ant of piacticc, quite dull and bluntiticd 

Oui’ Club s'en va tolerably. Billiards bavc Iccpt 
it alive — and mdeed it was rather the fashion 
lately — enti e nous, I am af aid it mil live ; but it 
adds little to the gaiety of the station, and is some- 
what too eicpensive, I have dined at it once since 
\ts msUtvvtion 

There is notlung but battling going forwaid — 
the appeal court among themselves, and ^Yltll the 
judge Society sufters fiom it, as several houses 
Imve no intercommnmcation , but, stdl, the plea- 
santest part is m peace, and I therefoi e care not 

Poor Miss 13 not at all better , and there 

are no hopes of her i ecovery AVill your uncle and 
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MrsT*** come doTni tiuaTvujf I hope so —in 
this case, ns the D***s will be m Calcutta I 
trust they will fsTcnir mj father with then* com 
panj Of course he will mimediatelj' write. Pray 
press them for ns to this. Would it be actually 
imposfflhlo to persuade Campo to come down for a 
couple or three months f He might undertake the 
Toyogo without much moouTomence — could stay 
with us or the S****b, as ho Ukod best till the 
D***b returned and might then pay his mocb- 
wiahed Tisit to Cosaunboiar I talked of this with 
Mrs D*** this morning — sho wishes it very much 
Pray ask our good friend Campo whether it is quite 
nnpoasible to exert his energies in this cose — he 
mart recollect how many ho will oblige. Giro him 
my remembrances and toll him I hope this very 
much. A**** sends his compluncnti and wants 
from you a supply of tumip-socd, and Bootan wal 
nuts when they amro. intends to sell 

hia indigo factories if ho can, this scobobu B*** 
at Putkabarry wiD have an excellent season. Be- 
member mo to ah friends and bolioro mo to be 
though sometimes idle always yours &c ) 
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Scptcinbei 1S12 

Dear Il*****^ 

I -vnll not apologise for having delayed to reply, 
as the essential part has not been omitted, and I 
have been very much engaged runmng about, &c 
The budgeroiv, of which I formerly wi’ote to 
you, was engaged before your answer respectmg 
it arrived, and there was some difficulty m gcttmg 
another One, however, of fourteen oars left this, 
with the proper directions to proceed up the Tees- 
tah, as near to Booribarree as possible, on the 
23d A Chuprassy went with it, to make it make 
as much expedition as it can , but you are yourself 
the best judge of when it wdl be in your neighbour- 
hood The price is the customary one here — eight 
rupees per month, per oar I have given an advance 
of a hundred rupees Contrive, if possible, to bring 
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down om* good friend Campo G M******* talkn 
of bemg here in the cold weather oonseqnontly ho 
might easily rotnm with him 

I am sorry to gire yon a bad account of the 
PooUBundy Major p***** haying amyod is 
ordered to como np with all expedition to rdioye 
Mr H.**** and Lord Mhito has declared it to bo 
his intention to make a saying for the Company by 
doing awny the deputyahip altogether Of course 
my expectations are destroyed I This is a most sorere 
disappomtment to mo I hod sanguinoly hoped to ob- 
tain the nppomtmont and, mdood must have done 
rt, but for this cutting arrangement It would have 
boon OTory way the boat thing I oould hATO had 
being with my father — m the society I liko boat — 
with duties I think I oould hare performed satiafao' 
tenly and with a salary equal to the extent of my 
wishes. But all this you can concoiTo — the disap- 
pointment I foci bcayily 

I am ueTortholcss^ determined not to continuo in 
my indigo concern. I have now attempted this for 
four years, and am worse than when I began b\ 
four or fivo tlionsand rupees. Should I orcr bo 
myolrcd to oven donblo thm amount, I should 
consider myself rumed for life — interest would 
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Accumwlate— I sKoEld exist m unliappmess — and, 
perhaps, never he able to clear myself 

I have a gi’eat dread of being m debt, and know 
I should be miserable were I ever in it I am 
detei mined, then, not to continue in a business 
which, to my cost, I have found so uncertain. My 
present accounts I can easily settle, but I fear 
much to risk m it further. I have, therefore, two 
or three days ago, with my father’s advice, sold my 
share to B****. He gives me twenty thousand 
rupees for it, which is the price settled by B*** 
and myself But this is doleful writmg , — ^when I 
see you, I can talk all these matteis over. 

Your commissions are m hand, and wdl be ready 
by the time you arrive here The elephant, &c , 
species of chessmen, are, however, not procurable 
without a special order, and the makmg them 
never takes less than five or six months What are 
your wishes ^ Of the other kmd I will answer that 
you shah bo satisfied. I have brought them to 
great perfection, and have exerted my energies of 
taste m inventing some new numoonus The silk 
hattdkci clucfs can be procured m half an hour, it 
Mill therefore be better that your uncle take his 
choice of the patterns here, when he favours us 
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with hi5 company Pmj remember mo to him 
and Mrs T*** Tho (wlitniro-board, and button- 
shall bo ready 

For the hst of books, I thank you My father 
will bo obliged to you for tho acoompanymg bstfnb 
— that u of course, if you wish to part with them 
EicluiiTo of these, I will thank you for those 
marked m the sronHor hst you can bring them 
with you p***** whom you know is hero — my 
father s assistant 
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June 181^ 

My dearH**^***, 

I Lave novT given you six montlis to look 
about you By tliis time I liope you arc com- 
fortably seated m some snug little domain in tlie 
nortli of L’cland, witL every tlimg around you m 
accustomed neatness , and, thougli not quite mar- 
ried, (for such speed becomes only our hemisphere,) 
yet Tvith all your eiTatic particles magnetised by 
some little blue-eyed cynosure You have a heart, 
I know, too generous to think such a state as single 
blessedness possible And now you have all the 
reqmsite preparatives, delay as httle as you can 
to turn them to the best advantage But I mil 
not give you any more of these sage musty reflec- 
tions 5 enough, that I msh you all your mshes — 
you mil frame them best yourself 

I have not mitten to you before , though I have 
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bcon fifty tnnee tempted to do bo but coircBpon 
denoo at such distance is better preserved by ro 
gnlnnty than frequency the latter is genoraUr 
very great at first, but soon vroars out into its 
opposite -whilst punctuahty proservoe itself Twice 
a-year will be suffiaent if constant Recollect niy 
dear R****** you promised not to fail mo in 
writing thus often nor tnowing your good habits 
of regularity do I think you will. With me is the 
more probable fear — mme I know is rather the 
spirit of speed, hut with you I hope to OTmeo 
that I have also some bottom, and you may rely on 
hsTmg from mo sii monthly accounts of what our 
friends here aro about ond all that I thmk may 
mtorost yoQ reepcctmg your old place of abode &c 
X shall not fear to bo too minuto for judging by 
myself I know how pleasing is this kmd of intolh 
genco WcH does our friond Osaian say— (but 1 
forget myself — not our friond you sceptic ) swoot 
IS the tale of times of old tho rclatmg of some 
little othorwiBO msigmficant event a frcquontly 
Kko a chord ftruck in music lanplo m itself but 
which somotimcB thrills us from tho associations 
awakens. 

I received your letter from tho ship though of 
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course, 1 Imd not time to send you an answer 
Youi plan of the table ivas a 'scr} ingomoiis device 
of Indirectly letting me know that jou had the 
honour of being seated next to the } oung lady — 
but I am not afraid for you Your Emerald Isle 
lecollections, as they haie piotcctcd }ou here, so 
they haNO still guarded j on in your passage against 
Galhc charms, even though they had your Captain’s 
example m tliem sujiport. good fiiend Mi 

W*****^ was, pel haps, m moie danger fiom them 

You surpiiscd me m that letter, by saying you 
had not heard fiom me. I assui c you, on the lery 
day you left Calcutta, I went to Palmer’s house, 
and procured then* letter to Paxton & Co , of winch 
I spoke to you, that, enclosed m a farewell to 
youiself, I sent off iMthout delay by the dak, and 
you ought to have i ecoived it on the day you wi ote 
to me I hope you afterwards did I wish I had 
kept the G P. 0 receipt, but I cannot think an^ 
accident happened to the letter. 

Pray, let me have a long accoimt of your visit to 
my deal’ mother and sisters, I am sure you pei- 
><formed yom’ pi oimse of gomg to sec them as soon 
after your arrival as you could You must not 

2 E 



330 


LETTEB LXX. 


fear bemg too cxrcnmfltQiitial^ for I am naturally 
anxiOBB to hear os much as poasiblo of pereona I 
lore so dearly On my account at firsts but after 
TTOrds, I am confident, on your own they ^ust 
have giTon you a warm welcome. My mother^’ 
can concerre bad a thousand questions to ask you 
— but you wore a good finond, B****** and did 
not grudge taBang a httlo about mo. This too 
was but fair for I never omit dwellmg on you 
when I fall m with a mutual acquamtance And 
how were you pleased with my aurtorsf I ehaH 
not forgive my little Colette and Carry ” 
(though httlo they now are not,) if they did not 
make themselTOs very agreeable to you, and were 
not very particular m their onquinc* after mo. Of 
course you raised my fraternal dignity by ropre 
fonting to them, as I desired that I was a grave 
prudent staid kind of young man — somewhat, it la 
true mothodubcal but never ns they may wickedly 
imagino m loro with princesses. 

By tins tune I trust you have seen Louisa too 
1 am sure you must have Ukod her for she must 
bo very much altered if you do not find her verv^ 
Imndsomo very sonsiblo and verj cxcoUontly 
tempered Pray do tcU mo oB tho liows and 
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abouts, — when you went to sec my mother, n liere 
&c &c &c 

You could not but have had a pleasant voyage 
home, with such a captain, and such feUow-passen- 
gers "yti *■*’»**■ you must have hked greatly , he 
IS the compamon of all hom’S, the taza bu taza, 
nou-bu-nou His flow of spirits constant, stores 
of entertainment not easily exhausted, and manners 
so gentlemanly and pohshed — but not the cold 
marble pohsh of mere world — amber were a bettor 
simile, whose j)ohsh gives out both warmth and 
fragi’ance. You would adimi’c his mce tact and 
happmess of expression. In short, if I can at aU 
judge of you by myself — and oui’ tastes pretty weU 
agreed here — you must have hked him very much 

I stayed m Calcutta about a fortmght after you 
left it, and m that penod paid a visit to the Lord, 
who was very gracious to me, and recommend- 
ed me to turn my "snews towai'ds Java He had 
nothmg, he said, m his own gift winch might do 
for me, but would speak m my favour to General 
klaitland when he should come out And after 
^jmany more such homed words to “lap me in 
Elysium ” quite, he requested of R***, who accom- 
pamed me, to be favoured with a copy of a work he 
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understood I irntten — the Moffmnl ilagu 

line 1 1 Ilere were honours 1 1 But I suspect 
these win prore the utmost extent I haYO not 
much confidence in obtaining any fuTOur from him 
• **•*••» 

As, however I am detenmned nerer to engage 
again m mdigo I must not remain here idle but 
wmAll as the prospect of success may he must try 
Lord ifinto onco ogam. I mtond gomg down m 
u week or two to Calcutta, and, consulting with my 
frionds there either boldly ask his Lordship for somo 
racant appomtmonthere m the Pool-Bundy or any 
other way or as it b now oerlam that General 
Maitland is not coming n*tk linrij os ho first spoko 
of Java to mo to giro mo lottors of rocommqnda 
bon to whom else is, or is to ho the governor there 
and with these and such others as I can obtain I 
will hko a knight-errant, sally forth to sock my 
fortnno lul de^^rxjnditnu WTio knows but I maj 
yet, like Sancho Panta got somo lordship of on island 
given to mo f But I must confess I agree m this 
with that dlnstnoui squire of iquirea I should prefer 
being made a duko or bishop or any thing of tlmt t 
kind so it ho on the conbnont or momlond — I 
would mtlicr stay hero qtux /aUt trakunt 
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) etrahi(nfque inotlo ‘jhnll be — 

Avfoo} lii'oqm, 

IS at piesent ^lo^Ml hero 
He lias come to meet liis brotlicr nntl lus 

^Mfc. The two latter aic icturncd fiom the Cape 
and Isle of Fiance, quite rccoveicd. lie is ap- 
pointed assistant-judge at Purncali Tiic lady 
seems to bo good-liuuioui ed, and certainly ‘•mgs 
vciy well, but I ha^e ^cen too little of her to 
judge whether all your Itungporo culogiuins arc 
just, — she has a fine fat little girl G. is as 
gieat a pohtician as c\er. 1 haic about a weekly 
essay fioin luni on Bussia oi Spam 

By the way, (but that is cntie nous,) niy friends 
here have been wanting mo, too, to try my hand at 
a weekly essay intends going home next 

cold weather, and General and 

M*****^**^ paid me the comphment of tlunkmg ot 
me as his successor. They pi oposed that I should 
buy the editorship, and would even, if necessary, 
have assisted me in raising the means. But I know 
myself better Even had I — as I have not — the 
requisite abihty, the concern is too hazardous to 
engage m. JJIothmg is more precaiious than a 
speculation of this kind, Fashion or accident alono 
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raises or depresses the sale and, indeed it is not 
fto much its nmnber of snbscriberfl as of adrertiBe- 
ments that makes a paper laemtiTe, Notv tho 
ICrror yon knoir though it has the greatest 
nnniber of the former has tho fowest of the latter 
irhflst at the same tnno, tho price of tho share is of 
course proportionod to its present high reputation 
Tflnch, TThooTcr may bo tho fotare editor mH pro- 
bably Bmk os the retirement of B**** ^rho is so 
groat a faronrite and of soTeral other proprietors. 
Trill be a matter of notonety In short, my reasons 
TTore sufficiently satisfactory to convmco them that 
it TTonld not do 

Dr 'VV'***** of tho iimt, a vary clever yonng 
man, and M* L^«** oro reported to have boon m 
treaty for it, though that nogotiabon m, I knoiv 
now over 

I bear from Campognoo constantly and take 
caro to send him parcels of books regularly lie 
was much afraid that your going away wonld 
have broken his htorary mtereourso with ns, bnt 
M •*•*••* undertook to bo tho agent on tho Rang 
pore tide Old Campo talks of paying us a visit at \ 
tho end of tlio rams, IIo wishes I behove to go to 
Chandemagorc to take his daughter out of tho 
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hands of those Plnhstmes, as he deems them, the 
nussionai’ies. Tliey have lately made lum wax 
wroth most exceedmgly hy chi’istenmg his daughter 
“ Anne ” instead of “ Anna ' ! ” He says this is the 
very qumtessence of Pm’itamsm And, m fear of 
her morals hemg stai’ched into rum, is going to take 
her home with him. 

Indigo, as usual, promises variously in the difte- 
rent districts 

Pray, remember me kmdly to yom* uncle and 
aunt. Of !6Irs and om* friends here, you 

have heard lately, for I gave your addi’ess to Mrs 
about a fortmght ago that she might write to 
Mrs The only additional piece of news for 

yom* aunt may he, that her httle dog Duchess is 
quite well. Mr *****', to whom she gave it, is 
here, stationed with the 14th regiment at Berham- 
pore 

I hear now and then from the S * * * ’s They are 
well, but do not go on very smoothly, m Cuttack 

Talking of disputes, yom.’ strong Doctor Gohath 
^ had a quarrel lately with about wax He 

issued some high and mighty orders on the subject 
to the Zamecndars, and, bemg at a loss for a seal. 
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ordered to be inaorted on it m Persian charaotors 

George Padshah ***** *******I Of course 
the judge soon made him withdrair hia Penrannaha 
1 know no other news, 

ilj father is quite well, and begs to be kindly 
remembered. 

Ton gave me on unfinished piece of poor 
M****b that begmmng Ah paper I Tou 
copied down to moot them not m rage, 
the conclusion for me at your leisure I have sat 
down to wnte to yon unfortunately in a humod 
morning — a doien tunes mtormpted with visitor* 
and I most conclude though I hare still much to 
«y Romomher mo always my dear R****** 
for though you maj form a thousand friendships 
whore jou are you will novor find one more sin 
cere than j oors affectionately 


G A Addisov 
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NOTE BY THE EDITOR 


lu consequence of the entire failure of Ins mdigo prospects, and, 
indeed, from the young man’s utter distaste for that pursuit, 
his friends were desirous that he should seek employment in 
some more congemal occupation , and he proceeded to Cal- 
cutta, m the hope that the influence of his father and fnends 
might procure him some appomtment more suited to his habits 
of mind 

The gentlemen at the Presidency to ivhom he had letters of 
intioduction, were interested by his general mtelligence and 
unassuming manners , and, m a httle time, some influential 
persons made arrangements for his proceedmg to Java, where 
Mr (smce Sir Stamford) Raffles was governor, m the hope 
that he might have an opportunity of usefully employmg young 
Addison’s ahihties in some department nndei himself 
The further letters now given, show the result 
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Calcapore, July 1813 

My dear Mrs , 

Many thanks for yoni’ kind note. I have 
certainly so far succeeded m the pui’poses for -vrhich 
I Trent to Calcutta, as to obtain the promise of many 

2 F 
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letter* and hoard mnoh onconra^jing intelligenco of 
Jnva^ But rather the necessity of doing *omo- 
thing than the hopo of doing iroll. Trill carry me 
thoro. To myself my proapeots soom rery httle 
faYourahlo I looL fonmrd with very weak eipoc 
tations hat the orpowment most be mado. Not 
tho least gloomy part of the forogronnd is tho 
quitting the neighbourhood of Cosaimbaiar 

Fortune ought to gire me a feir smilosj for it ttiII 
liavo cost me much to seek them But, smile os aho 
will she cannot give mo on oqmvalent for the many 
many pleasant hours I might otherwise have passed 
in your company Those I have already done will 
always bo bright niuro spots to look back upon, 
however cloudy may be my future days. The 
romomhrance of thorn will long long bo chonshed 

— os long but it IS useless to speak of tho regrot 

I sluiU fool m leaving a eomoty which lias afforded 

rao such pleasure — of ono so uniformly kmd. 

Yon I hopo do mo jn^tico m bchonng that my 
sorrow will bo verv very sincere 

I am sorry I liavo no nows for D*** — not a 
smglo article but wlrnt holms heard. I heard no- { 
thing of Mr M Kenuo s appomtmont and cannot 
behove it 
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I arrived late last night 

Excuse haste, as the paper goes off to-night I 
am rejoiced to hear that D^^^’s prospects at Put- 
kabarry continue so good. 
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I OUGHT earlier to hare repbed to your letter 
but I wiabed first to bo able to speak posifayely of 
TTbat is settled about my passage. 

I pushed on to Calcutta inth aH the speed I 
possibly could, and succeeded m amnng carlv 
on Tuesday morning I went mstantly to Mr 
M*******s but TTUs Tory greatly disappointed at 

fandmg that bad as ho ongmnlly mtondod, 

set off on Monday I hope your letter to him mot 
with Bomo delay or I think, ho would haro given 
mo a fow hours Pray say how Borry I was to 
havo misBod Bocing him onco again before my dopor 
taro for Java. 

I found tbo Fredonck to extremely small and 
uncomfortable a sliip tliat I readily attended, to tbo 
adneo of all bore to go rather in the Claudinc. 
My passage m tlio latter is now taken It trill 


LLTTr.ll L\M1 


311 


lca\c Calcutta betucon the lotb ami 20ib 'lljcn* 
will not be much dillcrcncc, if nn.^, in our nrinal at 
BataMa. "We arc to ‘•top at Bcncoolcn for a nook 
but tlus IS very bttlc out of tbc vav. About ibo 
end of October I hope our ^ojage 'uill be o\cv. 

illany thanks for the Icttei to ]\rajoi G ^ J f 1 

sec lum you may depend on huMiig a lull account 
— ^liov. lie looks, and all about Inm. 

Of , too, I will learn all I can, and 

hope 1 ei y much to be able to wntc such an account 
as inll please Ins excellent father But j ou shall 
haic \t fmthfally ; and good and bad must both be 

expected Poor will liardly allow the 

th'st to be unalloyed ’ 

The account of joui* small party I read with 
many a longing insh to ha^ e been at it llow very 
long may it be before I again meet with such a 
pleasure I and m the interval what can I find at all 
equal ^ But I must not now look backward — I 
will thmk only, forwards, of my rctmm, and ol 
‘■eemg pleasant Cossimbazar again, with additional 
ehght horn haimig been so long away In two or 
hree^ears it is possible that this may happen — and 
ertamly it shah not be my fault if it does not 
I am not afi’aid that the chmate wnll prove hurt- 
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fol to mo. This ccFontry is m fl certain measure 
a preparation for it and I hare been bo ttgH here 
that I hope equahy to ireather the exhalations from 
Bataria mnalH and marshes nor does it follow that 
I iihfln be settled at the capital, and almost orery 
where else m the laland is quite healthy 

A thousand thanhs for all you say — I cannot 
acknowledge them as I ought Bnt I will never 
forget them, or mdeed any part of your long senes 
of kindnesses. *•*•** 


I have dined Boveral tunes at Sir G***** 
N*****8, Ho has been eitromely kmd and pohto 
tome Lady N***** has already wntton to Mr* 
N********** for mo and also gives me letters to 
take Lord Mmtos I do not yet know whether 
Mr II*** has rocoivod or not, na I havo not seen 
lum Binco Sunday There was on Monday a lo\ oo 
at the Government House when probably 3Ir H*** 
iqwkc General P***** I see very oftoin Ho is 
£Uito wcH bnt docs not talk of rctummg and will 
most probably stay till Lord Moira amvos The 
byraptoms of Ins lordship s speedy departure from 
^ngland arc Cast accumulating Several of Ins 
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suite are'at Madras, and two nding-liorscs and a 
Newfoundland dog are here 

The only other arrival of consequence, as you 

ivdl have seen, is that of IMi’ ■. He found it 

impossible for a gentleman to hve on £1 500 a-yeai , 
and some, too, say, he objected to the company in 
England — ^it was too low for lum I 

The G****^^**’S are to leave this between 
the 12th and 15th You will, I tlunk, hke them , 
they are an extremely agi’eeable family Mi’s 
Q#*#****r* very pleasant and clever, and !Miss 
excellent disposition and manners. 
She has been brought up entu’ely by her mother, 
and, I think, admirably Papa spoils E. a httle, 
but she is a very qmck, hvely, good-natm’ed girl. 
I find my stay here with them very pleasant, and 
am sorry they will set off before me Reading, 
music, puzzles, &c, are equally hked here; and 
often, when poring over an anagram, my thoughts 
fly to Cossimbazar But I must not speak of it , 
for it IS vam to regret what cannot be remedied 
P S — As I have spoken of puzzles, I pm one to 
this. Ai’e you sufficiently a housewife to pass so 
many tlmeads through the eye of a needle 
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XjSTTEJI Ti \ .x ( I f. 

Cklcntta, Sfrptenbw ISIS. 

I HAP intended to have hnd the pleasoro of im 
ting to yon yoaterday bnt intentions are of little 
avail m Calcutta ono is so intorruptod that the 
dAt 18 off before a letter is begun. I cortainly do 
not mean to keep an ncoount-enrrent — to vrnto only 
in nnsTTor — though Calcutta has mado me appear to 
do 80 I havD too much ploftsuro in it not to avail 
raysdf of the ponnission you give mo of uritmg to 
voa ns often ns I can. ou have bo many corro- 
spondonts and so many mornings broken m upon 
that it wald bo unrcnsonablo mdoed to eipect a 
Tory largo portion of your time — bnt you most 
inoko mo a present of ns many Icisuro moments as 
you can spare. Numcrona os your correspondents 
ore there U not ono of them to rrhom that present 
will bo more acceptable 

^our account of tlio iloorshodabad parties has 
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amused me much Pray, in your future Icttcis, do 
not be sparing of this kind of detail— for o^cr^ 
thmg tbere must cicr be intcrc'^ting to me. As 

you obsemc, Mrs ^vill cevtaml,^ be jc.vlous of 

’s powers of persuasion — nay, in making i\Ir 

so far unbend as to lead down a dance, maj 

cliallengc merit witb Orplieus liinwclf, ulicn be 
amused lumself with making the stubborn oak. &c., 
supple tbeir joints to double jig time — the nmaclc 
is scarcely less 

I am glad you ai’c so pleased mtli Mr 
His Engbsb digmty revolting at the idea of ruiimng 
by a lady’s palanquin is vastly amusing, and qiute 
a trait of character But, I hope, m a short time he 
wiU become a convert to our Indian ways, and not 
only ti’ot "With the briskest alacrity thi’ough the 
mud to have the pleasm'e of being a lady’s beau, 
but even envy the bearers the fehcity — which they, 
simpletons, seem so httleto enjoy — of being allowed 
to support them fam corpoieal machines! He has 
a great deal to leaim in this land of chivah’y 

I am not sm’prised that the Hawaub’s party 
afforded you so httle entertainment Such a 
crowd, heat, and stupid etiquette must have been 
^disagreeable m the exti’eme. How poor General 
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il*^*** could 80 fer conquer hta feehnga oa to sup- 
port this good humonrodly — and bo polito moro- 
orer — ttus indeed surpnamg Poor Mrs J* **•*•* I 
she must have had the design of breaking a feir 
Begums hearts. I hope Miss R**** contrived not 
to laugh too much at her splendid appearance 
Whnt a pity she is not now here I — the presents 
received by govomment from tho soveral kings, 
rajahs, and nawnnbs are to be sold m a few days, 
and there is gold and silver enough there to make 
her as fine ns Kmg Solomon, or the grand camol at 
Mecca. •**#*•• 


I had written thus far yesterday morning when, 
to prove the truth of tho begi nnin g of my letter I 
was caBcd out to pay a visit — kept to tiffin — on 
gaged at chess — and then with Mr Chinnory ■ beau 
trful pictures till tlio post was off. 

I am very sorry I sluUl not bo ablo to soc agam 
my good fnond, old Campo Pray remember mo 
very kindly to liim ihonld yon do so but oven this 
u doubtful for if bo has os I concludo bo will como 
down by water I do not porceivo m wliat manner 
ho can take iroorslicdabad m tlio route It Is more 
probable tliat ho will call on } ou on his return and 



LETTER LXXm. 


347 


go up from Cossimbazar by easy land stages, Bau- 
leah, Nattore, and SilbeiTis 
I feel grateful for all you say 
I thank you for allomng me to prose in my usual 
way about what I read, &c The writmg such 
letters, and the hope of receivmg yom’S, will disarm 
Java of any disagreeables it may possess I expect 
to leave Calcutta about the 25th I know nothmg 
about my feUow-passengers, save that the captain 
takes a wife and sister with him, 

I hope Dr Robertson may be down m tame to go 
also m the Claudme , it would be extremely pleasant 
to have him as a compamon m the voyage , and I 
shall do my utmost to ti’y and persuade him to it , 
he IS so good, agreeable, gentlemanly a man 

We take twelve horses and two jacjc-asses with 
us , the latter, it is said, for milk! I saw kir 
Edmonstone the day before yesterday he was ex- 
tiemely kmd, and offered me letters to ]\Ir Raffles 
and j\Ii’ Hope , which, of com’se, I said I should be 
greatly obhged to him for, and it is but just I 
should thank you too, for it is you that have given 
t them These letters may probably do me much 
service, for Mi* E is, I behove, very mtimate with 
Mi‘ Raffles I had called at the house several times 
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before but had not been fortunate enough to find 
them nt home 

This mommg I breakfasted at the GkiTemment 
House with T******* His lordship this rery aril 
and promised to send me his letter m good tune. 
Jfothmg M talked of but Lord Moira I hope 
his lordship may bo dotamed a little however at 
Madras and olsewhero for it is sauh that having so 
many gentlemen to dispose of fifty nt least must bo 
sent to seek then* fortunes to tho eastward, and I 
wish to antiapato thorn. 

Three or four of his aidea-do-camp ore hero 

Nothing can bo more splendid than 

them dresses. Tho other poor moosahtba are qmto 
odipsed — gold lace ostrich feathers, and mustaches 
m profusion. 

There is an too here whoso imagi 

nation has been sufiSdontly booted with tho talcs of 
Indian wealth as to have made him giro up be 
tween two and three thousand pounds per annum in 
England, to como out under Lord Moira s auspices 

Tho story 1 told mv father about tho Austnnns 
wonts it sooms, confirmation I gavo it, however 
ns I received it TIkwo ships add notlung to wliat 
IS known about tho arrangements for Java &c 
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e\ery tiling is in a state of profound ignorance, to 
lie enliglitcncd, pci haps, hy Loid Monas arri\al 
His powers as goi crnoi -general, commence on his 
landing at Madi'as 

Calcutta IS so idle a place, that of course reading 
IS almost out of the question , hut I ha\c seen the 
outside of a new poem, “ Rokehy.” ni the shops 
It appears to he not i cry long ; price only /u fij-two 
rupees ' ! The authors of the “ Rejected Addresses ” 
are two brothers of the name of Smith, lawj'crs 
I have just road a piotty good poem, called 
" Agnes, the Indian Captive,” wiitten hy a brother 
of J\Ir and dedicated to 7nm 

hlrs Graham’s hook makes much noise here — 
abused, of com'se, on every side There arc two or 
thi’ee copies in Calcutta; but I have not yet suc- 
ceeded in seeing it 

Dr Wilson has pubhshed a ti’anslation. of a Sans- 

ent poem, called the “ Cloud Messenger,” exti’cmc- 

ly well done It does him great credit , vei y far 

better than the translation you saw of the " Indian 
♦ 

Seasons ” 

^ I am so engaged all day, that I can scarcely look 
mto abook My friend, Dr G**^^*, has become 
the editor of the “ Min’or.” He, Commodore 
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n*** and Bereral others, purchased Mr Bmces 
shares. I hare giTon him the peces of poetry Tre 
marked and hare desired, when they are inserted, 
it may bo done irithoiit any signature irhoteTor 

I am sorry the C********b are not going up 
for yon irould hare liked them, I am sore. This 
house 19 an extremely pleasant one — and tmproinng 
too for ire hare French constantly spoken by 
French nsitors ycry often coming — reading aloud 
— ^poxxlos — anagrams &c, &c, — all exactly m the 
way I hke. 

I hare had sererol games at chess with Sir 
B****«« Major L*** J*** p****«* 

and some others and have boon rcry successful 
with them all — only lost ono game — no credit lost 
however — two castles and a bishop to a queen, 
when ono of the castles marched inadvertently mto 
the quoon s chock, loavmg mo in such a situation 
that I could not rally I would soften my losses 
to any ono but you but horo I represent Moor 
shedabad and must not loso any of its cliaractor 
But I must not speak of chess now — my sheet is 
closing 
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LETTER LXXIV 

2{)tli Septembei 1813 

I MUST not leave Calcutta wthout once more 
TviTtmg, though I have but httle to say, and that 
httle all bemldered and confused from the bustle I 
am m from my near departure. We leave town 
to-moriow mormng, positively Indeed the ship 
has been qmte ready some time, but the pilot 
would not move her till the sprmg-tides were over, 
fearmg to lose her anchors and cables 

I shall leave Bengal with a very, very heavy 
heart — my only cheeiang hope, that of soon nsitmg 
it agam But forwards — I ought to look forwards , 
yet my eyes will be refractory, and, in spite of 
myself, I cannot but turn them very often to what 
I have left I must try to drown all these reflec- 
, Lons by plunging deep into the study of Malay 
and Dutch — ^but what hon’ible substitutes ’ 

To change the theme, however And first, of 
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ono which at preoent ongrcsscia tho whole attention 
of Oalcntta — Lord Moira. Ho has at lengtli 
ornred at the Sand-heads. Tho nows of it came 
last night, and a Tory largo tram are flocking down 
the nvor to moot hun. From Madras a letter was 
rocorred from him yesterday to Sir G***** 
If***** but not a hno to Lord M***** This 
does not augur much finondship between them the 
short tune they are horo together and, though 
this ground m bo tnflmg yet many pooplo nasmno 
on it that BOTcral of Lord M**** s lato appomt 
ments will be annulled. 

His predecessor by the way has bohaTod very 
imgmciously m my case, Mr E*** told him, m 
tho bogmnmg of the month, that I should sail about 
tho 16th, and ho promised that his letter shonld bo 
ready before that time. Sir G***** If***»* ro- 
ramdod him also by talking of it to him a ot the 
time passed and no letter I then wont to him 
with T***** Ho enquired particularly whon I 
should sail wluch I then hohovod would bo tho 
20lh. Again a promise — and ogam forgotten 
ilrE*** and I again called on him and ho then j| 
assured us tho letter should bo sent next day 
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Young E**^**"} loo, promised to remind him — \<‘t 
fins IS Y'’cdncsday, and none has come I^lr K * * 
inll ask Imn once more to-day ; and if ho choose, 
as he perhaps may, to forget once more, I must go 
nithout it The doing so, particularly as my 
expectation of haiing it has been mentioned to 
General and probably by Mi 

E^**^******, to !Mr Eaffles, xvill be vastly agreeable 1 
Still, there mil be one consolation in it — 1 may 
the sooner return Of course, I cannot doubt Ins 
lordship’s mtcntious m my fai our, and expect j ct 
to receive his letter ; but it would liai e been more 
handsome not to have given me the irksome office 
of this repeated reminding. He should haxo 
known the proverb — ‘‘Who gives quickly, gnes 
twice ” 

Sir jjj^g behaied very ditic- 

rently — not a moment’s waitmg — not even to be 
asked for them at all He and Lady haie 

both wiitten by another ship, and have given mo 
letters to take m my hand I have received the 
extremest kmdness from them both dmang my 
stay here dming with them two or three times 
a week , in short, nothing could be kinder. Sir 

2 w 
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G***** !(***** has promised to bear me in hm 
recoHection, TrheneTer any opportnmty occnrs here 
of domg mo Bemoe by -flmtmg or speaking 

Without doubt, Jara TriH be a King s goTom 
monk He therefore may rery greatly promote 
my mt crests by knoiring most probably the mili- 
tary goTomor that mil bo sent there and by 
recommending me to him I hare said a great 
deal of myself — bat you ore so kind that I do not 
fear nHomng my pen to take its conrso. 

Tonrs of the 22d has been qmto a treat to mo. 
1 read oYer yonr acconnt of iloorshodobad parties 
mth tbo greatest mtorcst — dashed only mth many 
a regret that I was not there * • * * 

A propot of riddles I haro at length discoyorcd 
the answer to the long rebus you haro beginning 

An ancient city of no small renown It is 
** Shrewsbury 1 1 Tho solution to tbo sovcral 
bnos are— ship heavens ringing (bolls ) oxoontion 
wlusthng submission beauty Venus nehes, and 
^ontli Some of these answers ore mdiffcrcnt, 
and tbo titlo given to Shrowibury is very ques- 
tionable 

I nlwaj 8 puiilod my brains b} fancj mg it must 
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be ill Italy or Greece IIow Id thread t!io needle 
I cannot describe to you — but it is a ti ick 

Since imting tlie aboic, Lord letter 

has aiTivcd — the result of Air nsit, I con- 

clude. I own the delay of it \ eved me greatli , 
for my friends here wore constantly a'^lcing nlicthei 
I had it — and troubhng Mr R*"* so much nas 
veiy unpleasant I shall now go fully armed into 
the hsts, and hope to wi ite you of success 

Lord Mou'a is expected to arinc in toun to- 
morrow cvemng, or the morning after Calcutta 
to-day, between the Barrackporo play and liib 
lordship, is q^mte deserted j\I]’ and the ^Ii-'S 
G***‘^^***s are gone to the first on a lasit to 
youi’ friend Mi’s 

Once more — but I hope not for a very long tunc 
— adieu! And may every blessing, every happi- 
ness, my dear lilrs , be with you. Let them 

but equal my wishes, and you will hai e nought left 
to desu’e 
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LETTER LXXV 

Jat*, December 1018. 

At length I haTO tho plensnro of addressing yon 
from my joumoy's end — this dreadful island of 
Java dreadful hoirevor only in report, for I noror 
ML^ a more beautiful country or cxpcneucod a 
more agrocable chmato, Batam alone is mi 
healthy someTrhat from its near Ticimty to a largo 
muddiank along tho sca-ooast bat very much more 
from tho habits of its inhabitanto, tho Dutch who 
bring most grossly os thoy do OTtiry where sloop 
after orcry meal, shut tlicir bousoa closely up da 
rmg tho day and sit in tho oTcnmg drinking drams 
of then* own country hquor by tho ndo of nlo dank 
ibtchcs digmfiod by tbo namo of canals This is 
tho regular roubno and witli such it is hardly to 
Iw wondered at that tlireo out of firo was tho nror ^ 
age annual roortahty Tlio Enghsh by adopting 
qnito on opposite system preaerro tbcir bcalth now 
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as well as in Bengal . there is hai'dly any sickness 
among them Batavia itself is certainly a low, un- 
wholesome spot , and, so stcong its iH repute, that no 
Englishman ventm’es to sleep there a single mght — 
they all reside at Weltevi’eeden and Eyswick, plea- 
sant towns at about six miles’ distance , and if they 
are ohhged to have offices in the city, visit them m 
die mormng, and come out m the afternoon. But I 
am speaking of custom, &c , very decidedly, when I 
have seen so httle that I have no right to advance 
any opmion on the subject The city of Batavia 
itself, IS, I think, very handsome , and particularly 
striking to a new-comer, as hemg totally unhlce 
any tlung either m Bengal or England The sti’eets 
arc broad and ^ean, mostly with rows of ti’ees at 
the sides, and canals m the middle , and the houses, 
which touch each other as m England, are parti- 
culai’ly neat — aU red-tiled, abundantly glazed, and 
many with faemgs of the Dutch painted small 
slabs, and marble floors, formmg altogether an odd, 
but very pleasmg appearance I wi’ote to my 
father immediately after my aiTival here, by the 
Hooglily, but was then so hm’ried, knowing only of 
its being about to sail an hour before the packet 
was oft', that I could only write that letter, and 
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desired him, therefore to commumcate its contonte 
to yom The ZhscoTery also sailed from hence throe 
days ago but I Tronld not imto at all by her as 
letters by the present conveyance must roach Bengal 
much sooner This irill go m the Hector to Madras, 
and from thence, of conrso OTerlanth Thoro is a 
chance oven that it mil amvo before the Hooghly 
which went vtd Bonca and Penang I must thoro- 
fore wnto as under that supposition and you I 
hope Trill dense the repobtion should it prove or 
roneous. "Wo arrived boro on the 3d after a Tory 
pleasant passage from Boncoolon 'where I had 
spent ten days extremely agreeably mth Mr 

3 On first landing found not a single 

person at homo to whom I had any letters, though 
00 nhimdantly stocked m that vray many being in 
other parts of tho island, and thoao still btahoned 
hero gono to a great fftto given m tho Interior 
a Dutch gcntlomam I was obliged to go on board 
again, tboroforo tho first night but I have liadtoo 
kind a reception since to complam of anj want of 
hospitality I sent my lottery up to Qoncrol Night 
mgnlo who resides at a most boautifol spot here 
about thirtj miles from Batavia and lie Inimo- 
diatcly sent roc down on invitation to cotno up and 
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live -witli liim until proMsion could be made for me 
■vvlucb, be did not doubt, vrould be very soon 
Raffles, be said, vras in tbe eastern pait of tbc 
island, and that be bimself should sail on tbc 15th, 
in tbe Malabar crmser, to join Imn at Soorabaya. 
where he would take me with him I accoi dingly 
came up here, and am now very pleasantly settled 
with tbe general till something is decided respect- 
ing me, which must be soon We went down to 
Weltevi’eeden on the 13tli, with the mtention of 
being ready to sail, but the general has altered his 
mmd , he finds that his presence is not indispen- 
sably necessary , and as, at this season, trai clling 
on account of the rdins would prove very dis- 
agi’eeable, he defers Ins tnp till the month of 
March My letters to Mr Raffles I have, however, 
sent to him by Major -wlio went to him 

a day or two after I arrived, bemg appointed resi- 
dent at Solo, the best and most respectable ap- 
pointment m the island General Rightmgale has 
written to ]\Ir Raffles about me, and it will depend 
on Ins answer whether I shah proceed to him by 
, the Malabar, which is to sad m about a week, or 
wait here his retmm, which wdl be towards the 
latter end of January, very probably the latter T 
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am not idle at present Mr Aasey the secre- 
tarr ttHo jb conMantlj np here gives me cm 
ployment m Tvntmg letters making oitracta 
which teaches me much and gives me 
a good insight into the way hnsiness la earned 
on hero I expect that hir Baffles will dosiro 
that I shall continno m thtt department under 
luB caro nntfl he has some situation vacant for 
mo and I shall bo well pleased at the anrango- 
ment Any thing m tho scribbling way so that it 
be something somewhat less mechamcal than mere 
copying wiU be agreeable for I haTO a httlo passion 
— not itcb as ray good finend Mr D*** calls it — 
for pen and rat- At presoiJt bowovor I si rail not 
give him reason to oxclmm agamst my lovo bf long 
letters for however mclinod I may bo and in 
cbned 1 always am when addressing yon, to givo 
my pen ample omployraont I have not tlio time 
to do It Coptnm D**** of tbo Ilccato, perhaps 
yon know lum liai breatfostod here to-day and 
announced that bo will sail to-morrow — ratbor snd 
den intclhgence and, to mato it still more provot 
mg just as I was sitting down to dovoto tbo whole 
day (wliat nn c^po III D*** will cry oat) to my 
Moorshedabad fnends Jlrs b,**«»****** cbal 
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lenged me at chess The mormng is past , -we dine 
at foul', and Captam D * * is off immediately after 
I will not, therefore, make excuses for my scraivling, 
or the shortness of my letter. 

By the next opportumty, I hope to amuse 
with a sheet or two extra, and to tell you that I 
am at last fixed m some appomtment, I hope, m 
tins neighhom’hood , but more probably at some of 
the out-stations 

yoii TiyiP know before this reaches 
you, is again returned to Bengal Tour letter to 
him I will therefore send you back. I would en- 
close it m this, but that I have left it with my boxes 
at Weltervreeden 

You will be surprised to hear that I have seen 
K*** Concluding, of coui’se, that he was at 
Amboyna, I did not, immediately on my arrival, 
malce inqmi’ies after him, but learaed he was here 
by accidentally hearmg his name mentioned I 
mstantly posted off, and found him at Ryswick, on 
the eve of dopartm’e for Port Jackson He was 
lookmg not at all well, being but just recovered 
from a very severe illness, which had obhged him 
to quit Banca, where he held a very good appomt- 
ment, which he was obhged to resign, unfortunately, 

2 H 
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to come hero and from honco ho wqjb ordered by 
the doctors, to take a voyage to strongthon his 
conatitation, Trhich Tras mnoh mjured by* Ins soTere 
illness and a relapse Tronld havo boon drendfoL A 
ship being on the pomt of sailing for Port Jackson 
ho ims advisod to go there and this adnco he has 
foUoTTed. Poor B**l tins fovor has boon parb- 
colarly nnfoTtnnato for him obhgmg htm to givo 
up a Bitaation \rbero he had bad begun tt*en to saro 
money and carrying off what lio had aarod — bo- 
tween two and three thousand mpoos — in oiponscs 
from Banca to Batana, and from hence to Port 
Jackson, I do not know what his appomtmont was 
nor can I just now loam bnt it gave bun three or 
four hundred mpcea above hia pay 

llo was (puto recovered from his illnoss when I 
haw him and wanted only strengtli to be quite well 
RgauL I saw him but for a few hours. Ho saTlcd 
m tbo Frederick Ho made most annous inquiries 
after bU father and yoorseUes, reproaclung lumsolf 
hittorlj for las neglect of writing and expressing 
flio greatest gratifmio that you remembered lain 
which ho said ho did not deserre On tlus score 1 
did not spare him tclliag lum tlrnt ho ccrtaiuly Imd 
beliavod very ill aud begging ho would wnto just 
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a few Imes to liis excellent fatlier He pi omised 
lie would certainly do so, and send me tlie letter to 
forward' to you witli mme , but tins he had not 
done, and the idle yoimg gentlemrn, I fear, has not 
written at all You know poor B**, he has the 
best mclmations possible, but he cannot conquer his 
indolence in this way Pray, remember me most 
lundly to his father , and by the next opportunity 
you shall hear more of lum At present, the fii’st 
dinner bell is ringmg, and I must conclude before I 
hare commumcated a thousand things, or made a 
thousand mquiries , 

Obhge me by sendmg this, with the enclosed, to 
my father My letter to him, by the Hooghly, 
may possibly not have arrived, and that provokmg 
Captam of the Hecate has given so short a notice 
Pray wiite me a long letter about yourself Pray 
excuse this hurried scrawl Consider it, in the 
magazine phrase, as a — “ to be continued ” 
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LETTER LXXVX 

April 1814. 

I DID not imto by tbo lost craiser but indeed 
I could not help it To yon, howoycr it xa not 
ncccsaary to mnkc an cicnso for you know too 
wcU tbo plcftsnre I foel in addrcMing yon to nttn- 
buto my iOonco citbcr to indolonco or forgctfiilncss 
I was positively so engaged till tbo moment of ita 
sailing that I could not bayo martored n Bbeeb 
The only few Bcribblcd line* I Bcnt were to my 
father — nnd tbov; written after tbo *bip was dis- 
patched — at a venture of reaching it 

'lou will bugh at my bemg bo mightily ocen 
pied but recollect into how now a situation I hare 
thus boddcnly fallen — every thing to learn — nnd 
yot to proceed at once n* if every thing had been 
learned. The best proof I can giro you of my 
dibgcnce is the not linving read a «mglo novoh a 
single poem or plavcd tliree games at chess sineo 
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I have heeu vath Mv Baffles — hut aho^e all, u\\ 
omission by the late cruiser says c^cl’y thing 
I have some httle ambition, and. being idaccd in 
a situation so far above my expectation*', 1 ^vlll .u 
least strne to tlic utmost to acquit nij^^clf so as tv 
justify, m some measure, the partiality that Inis^ 
been shoivn me 

You "Will have been astomshed to hc.ii of niy 
appointment It is one of the mo^t respectable, 
and certainly the most plcasmg to myself, for, had 
I had freo choice of situations I should ha^o 
selected this — ^that is, consultmg my inclination 
only — abihty mil come by and by , at least 1 will 
ti'y hard for it My salary has been fixed at 
1200 rupees per month, which also has exceeded 
my expectations — ^but Mr Raffles, General Nightin- 
gale, and i\Ir Hope, are all more kmd to me than I 
can express, 

I enclose you a copy of the letter I liave re- 
ceived, advismg me of this You wdl perceive by 
it the natm’e of my duties — not a httle extensive 
They keep me as closely to my desk as even D * 
in his busiest tune is kept Indeed, I generally 
begm at dayhght, and, with only such gross inter- 
vals as breakfast and dinner, keep at it till eleven 
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at inglit I Tmlncikilv Ttas appoint od at fhe "woTBt 
period in the year for business when despatches 
irere to be framed both for England and Bengal 
My predecessor had always been engaged m dopu 
tabon settling districts, &c. so that oTery thing inis 
m heavy arrears and consequently I have had to 
fag hnrd. Bat my iray is now more smooth and I 
shall go on, I may venture to say pretty woIL 
Ah this IB sad egotism hut you doarred mo to 
give you a porbcular account of myself, and all I 
Jo wish 18 tlmt you may pay mo woU in kind— I 
never can hoar enough of dear Coesunhaiar I 
have now fium ray window a prospect of tho most 
beautiful picturesque sconory Tho descent from 
tho house almost proopitoto — m tho bottom a val 
loy filled with nco with a romantic httlo villago on 
the banks of a strtaxm which rushos down hy twenty , 
torrents and roars, foaming over rocks innnmomblo 
m tho background, a majestic rouge of mountains, 
wooded to tho top and capped m clouds tlio near 
est not more than twenty mfles off nothmg mdeed, 
can exceed tho beauty of tho scene I wish I pos> 
BCASod a httlc brnmin? skill to embody it for you on 
paper yet such is tho i>owcr of Qisochbon tlmt 
the rod road and stunted cedar ft?cnue or even the 
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muddy lane and dead walls of tlie BaGoos’ bouses and 
Portuguese cbapel, as I i^assed them m my break- 
down buggy and Bungpore tattoo, pleased me 
much more How often do I look back I yet it is 
an impohtic retrospect. Like dreams of the heciii- 
ideal it spoils all taste for the dull present — mark, 
however, I am not gloomy or dissatisfied , I was 
certamly soured by mactmty before I came, but I 
have now opportumties for exertion, and am most 
gi'ateful for what has been done for me 

In speakmg of Mr Baffles, you wdl think me, 
perhaps, biassed by his kmdness to me , but really, 
setting this aside,, and judging impartially from 
what I have seen of him, and I have now seen and 
marTced lum closely three months, I do not hesitate 
to say, that I think most highly of lum He is a 
superior character — perfectly the gentleman — of 
the most polished manners — and of a suavity of dis- 
position I have not seen exceeded This, perhaps, 
IS his foible , he is rather too good-natured , and, 
as a goveinor, might have had a squeeze of acid 
mingled in his composition with advantage He is 
possessed of considerable information on most sub- 
jects , and is at once the gentleman, the scholai, 
and the man of business 
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In the latter Tvny he has fe^r eqaala* I never 
saw any one more mde&tignble, nor one vrho per 
forms it in better or more rapid stylo From mom 
till night he is employed, and scarooly the nunntest 
detail on any point escapes hm. This is ivarm 
panegyric, but it is smccre. To you I ironld not 
utter a. sontmont I did not fooL Ho u no cold 
plodder no calculator of merely hia oun mtorest 
but possosMM a higb enorgetio mmd, on ardent 
inmgmation and I could pledge myself for Ins oren 
chiTnlnc honour m short for myself I Indy not 
merely lito and respect, but love him bo appears 
to mo BO amiable. 

In sue ho IS a Uttio man, but has a very ploasmg 
countenance qmet mtolbgont oyes and tho tout 
ensanhle of hi3 features rommded mo at first of 
Colonel n***** vrlucb yon uill admit to bo good 
i\ In Lawtfr 


^oxt comes our chief scerotory ilr Assay I 
ennnot say enough of him and ULo him ror y ranch 
mdcod Ho IS an oiccUcnt second to ^fr Ilafllcfl 
— qmto as mdcfatigablc and as capable. TVltli tun 
such examples before mo it is impossible to Blmnk 
from nnv toil A sot js nncornmtmlr clorcr quick 
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<iml well-informed , and, i\liat is better, joining to 
an amicable disposition a One inanl,> indcpcnflcnec 
of character He is, in slioit, uni\cr<all} C'^tccnied 
and fit for any tiling. It is no slight proof in ln« 
fill our that General though couhalli 

dishking him as a friend of Mr Rafilcs. did not in 
any of Ins attacks — and he spared feu — icnturc 
a syllable against Assey. 

Of com’se there arc constantly a crowd of Msitors 
m the house , hut the above, with a doctor, a Hutch 
secretary, and myself, arc the only permanent 
members The doctor, Sir Thomas Sevestre, is an 
original, too ; but I have not tunc to describe him : 
nor, sti’angers as they all are to you, will this 
amuse you , but my pen always cames me away. 
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Baheniorg, April 1814- 

AIb Uattles invited mo m the landost manner 
to live "With him irhilo on the island Of conrso 
nothing could bo more agrooable than such an 
invitation and me iwa rognlariy domcsticatod- 
Mv office i» m tho honso as is Assoy s also 
This place is near forty miles from Botana most 
bcantifnlly situated, and has vrhat is called a fine 
cooh bracing climato tho season almost always tho 
some — never sufflaontly worm to moLo a punkah 
ncces’^ary yet cool onongli to make a blnnhot 
agreeable — for mo but I am qmto hotcrodoi this 
way It IS very chilly and damp and not one 
tenth so pleasant as tho Bengal gentle hcatK 
niere is a great deal too much rnin owing to our 
dose Ticmit} to tho mouatami Tlio cloods como 
rolhng down them and favour ns with a shower 
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every afternoon , and I detest rain — ^it makes botli 
body and spnnts uncomfortable 

I bave paid ivliat attention I could to tbe lan- 
guages, and understand someivliat of ]\falay ; but I 
can get no leisure for regular study As soon as I 
am able to do tins, I mtend to devote it to tbe study 
of Javanese , vrbicb is an entmely different lan- 
guage, and possesses a distmct cbai’actei 

By tbe way, you do not perhaps know where 
Java is , that is, according to its acceptation here, 
Batavia is not m it , nor is Bantam It begms at 
Cberibon, and mcludes only tbe eastern part of tbe 
island. Now, as 1 have ti’aveUed over Java, I 
ought to bave given you my adventures there ; but 
we ti'avebed with such rapidity, and om’ reception 
every where was so hruyant and flom’isb-of-trumpet 
fashion, that I could not have methodised then, and 
have not had opportunity smce But I was ex- 
tiemcly pleased with my joiuney, and much gi’ati- 
fied with the sights — as plays, omhres-chinoises, 
antiquities, pageants, tiger, buffalo, hog, goat, dog, 
and quail fights, &c &c &c 

The island is, certainly, the most beautiful I e\ei 
saw Indeed the scenery among the mountains 
exceeded any thing I had eier imagined’ oven 
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'tho hog and goet fight -was Tostlv nmuimg A 
mid hog and beatrtifal goat Trere turned into a 
fiinall arena, a rtool being nlloTTcd the goat to leap 
on occasionally At first he ^ras rery cantiou* 
and Tvatching an opportunity jumped down and 
butted the hog whonovor ho turned his bock. Hift 
escapes and frights ttoto comical m tho extreme 
but, in a Tory short tnno ho hod the hotter, and at 
length beat tho hog firom place to place, till he foil 
qmto exhausted and -ranquiihcd, 

Aeit foUowod a battlo-royal — throe wild hog* 
SIX dogs and the Tiotonous goat. Tho hogs wore 
tom to pieces, most of tho dogs in tho same state 
but tho goat os fresh and frohesomo a» over 
Never was combatant more nnpartinl hog or dog 
wore tho samo to him, and aH most studiouslv 
nvoklcd hinx. 

Tho tiger and buflalo fights afi'ordod htUo sport 
Tho latter gams almost invariably an easy conquest 

But I must not nunblo on in this way any more 
I rotnm you P G**** s letter and thanh yon as 
much for it as if 1 had had tho ploasuro of dehver 
mg It IBs two books I would also return but 1 
havo mislaid ono of thoto, Thoy rIioII be sent by 
tlio next opportunity 
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If Ml’S IS still at Berliamporc, pray 

r6iii6iiil)6r DIG to liGr, and. toll liGr tliat I liad. tliG 
plcasm’G of seeing lier brother at Samai’ang He is 
not in any situation, but is ivorth a considerable 
sum of money, I heard, and bears a very respect- 
able character His mfe — you may set her mind 
at ease by telhng her she is not a Malay — she 
is Dutch, but not of the first c7wp— born in the 
colony, and never was m Eui’opo, which makes a 
great distmction among them 

Of pure Dutch there are few here, and the lan- 
guage umversaUy talked among theTafraus is Malay , 
and indeed many of them understand no other 
Dutch is almost as foreign as Enghsh 

Dr It''^******* arrived here by the Strath- 
carn. I have had the pleasure of seemg a good 
deal of him lately, and am happy to tell you that 
lus health is wonderfully unproved, aU his head- 
aches and other complamts have disappeared, and 
lie IS looking quite stout With his usual good 
fortune, he tumbled out of a carriage, or rather it 
o^ ersct with him, a few days ago — he escaped with 
a severe bruismg He has just gone with General 
Kightmgalc to the eastern pai t of the island. The 
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O^norftl IS going a tour through the sevornl stations 
and R** ****** accompanies him 

The Doctor has some httle hopes of pnie-monoy 
but I fear he ttiU be disappomtcd. The Rajah of 
the neighhourmg island of Bah some tune ago sent 
OTcr a proTT -mth contraband goods Tvhich was of 
course BOncd but, considering his probable igno- 
rance of custom regulations tho gorornment Torj 
UbemUy ordorod tbe release of the veesol and 
wrote to hnn a mild letter hoping he Tfould not do 
BO ogam. 

The foolish little chief "mis however mdignant 
and not content with ropnsal by scumg & small 
boat of onrs sent ovor on oipcdiUon of about 
fifteen othora, 

Tlioy landed at Banyowongia, whore a Lion 
tenant Davis was resident Hun they attacked, 
but having a guard of less than twenty 8ipcdiocs ho 
fought stoutly and cut them to pieoca not tlurty 
escaped to toll of their defeat Our lots was two 
men. 

Tins Rajah certainly desorres a httlo more cash 
gation and Qonoral Kightingnlo will uto his dis- 
cretion in returning or not tho compliment of mm 
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Sion, but I think the Ra3ali im11 make such ‘sub- 
missions, and so pray to bo pardoned, that a Bah 
vrar --vnll not be waged. 

BHien I began mating this, I thoiiglit a cruiser 
woidd go to Bengal. Tlic Antelope iias daily 
expected from Banca for this pm pose , but liaMng 
oierstayed her time, a small vessel called the 
Gessmer is taken up, which mil sail to-morrow 
with Ml’ Assey. He goes to Bengal in charge of 
the despatches which contain ^Ir Baffles’ i ephes to 
General G*'^******’s cliargcs, that he may be 
ready to affoid such further information as the 
Supreme Government may require 

I do not think they will want any more , for the 
1 ephes are full, clear, and will, I h’ust, be decisive , 
but if they should, Assey is master of every subject 
relatmg to this island I have aheady said enough 
of him he is equal to any Bung , and I know not 
superior talents or finer disposition I feel the 
wai’mest friendship for him, and, should you chance- 
to see him, I need not ask you to show him atten- 
tion You will, I am sure, like him he is a parti- 
'■ cular friend of T***»*’s, which will be a recom- 
mendation to you, I know He speaks of paymg 
Berhampore a visit, if he has time. I hope he may 
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He does not go np to Bengal b« a mere agent of 
Mr Raffles m tins busmess but is sent mth the 
entire conomTenoe of the Council and carries mth 
him the strongest letters from General JiTightingalo 
and Mr Hope, to aQ their friends. They are both 
mnch attached to bun mdood, he is deserredlT an 
nnivoTsal favourite — esteemed by every one I 
shall pray heortfly for his return for ivo shall feel 
his absence here For mvself it mil give me a 
considerable increase of bujsmess but that I do not 
care abont, I am Trilling to do my ntmoet 
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April 181-1 

On Assey’s departui’e, it first arranged that 
I should have been actmg secretary in his absence, 
and a resolution of Council ivas drarm out to that 
effect , but, on fui’ther consideration, it was thought 
better to leave the appointment vacant There 
were several reasons for this. Assey’s absence will, 
we hope, be so short, that it is hardly worth male-' 
mg the appomtment There is, too, a deputy 
secretary, who, though not sufficiently m l^lr Kaffles’ 
confidence to be appomted to this, and who has, 
mdeed, always been confined to the details of the 
Batavia office , yet this kmd of supercession would 
vcxlum, perhaps, much , and for two or three months 
only it IS not worth it It would have been un- 
^ pleasmg to myself, mdeed, for I like Mr *'^**** 

, he IS a pleasant young man, and I should not have 

) 

hked to have been the cause of annoying his foel- 
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ing* for the more actingahip of a month or tiro I 
hoard therefore, Tnth pleasure, the present armngo- 
ment sottlod, There is no acting secretary to be 
nppomted but Mr ***** and myiclf are to dindo 
the duties he keeping Trhat he at present chiefly 
manages — the EataTian busincsB and myself — tho 
Bmteniorg 

ilr Raffles hres here constantly and almost all 
the offices ore hero at leojrt all that Mr Raffles is 
parboularly mtorosted im I must, for B*** s 
satisfactioiL gire you tho names of tho dopartmonts 
which I am to huTO tho conduct of — Secret and 
PohtKad, Foreign Dopondonacs MBitary Rovonuo 
and JudiaaL I hope D*** will now conaidor mo 
with proper respect. In real truth I am so surprised 
myself at tumbling mto all this business tliat I can 
Imrdly bohoro myself awake. 

1 am to bo nppomted however acting pnrato 
secretary and shall have tomo mcreaw of letter^ 
by tliAt too jSow I am gomg over all my honours 
I must not omit to mention that I nm a meraher of 
tliat most celebrated and floun^lung body — tbo 
fcK>aety of Vrts and Sciences at Batarm. Contn 
buUtra ImwoTor is oat of tho question. 1 despair 
almost ever to rend or wnto again on wiy onn 
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account Like B**** Imustiiovr give aU my time 
to my lionourable employers, and earn my salaiy 
as well as I can 

Skould Assey mit yom’ neiglibourkood, I need 
not ask you to be very cml to liim botb D ^ 
and yom'self would, I am sure, be pleased witli lum 
I cannot m tbis letter enter on tbe merits of the 
dispute between Ml’ Raffles and General G* 

But as I would ratber bare your opmions than any 
other’s I know, and would sooner gam you as a 
friend, to any friend of mme, than tbe Governor- 
General himself, T will give you a regular accomit, 
or abstract, of ibe charges and repbes. Tins I bave 
begun, but am afraid I sbab not be able to fimsb m 
time. I have, however, two or three hours to- 
morrow mormng that I can devote to it, and in 
that I wiU get on as far as I can This, however, 
must be strictly confidential and private , for, 
situated as X am, it might not look well in me to 
discuss these pomts But I betray no confidence 
All particulars ai-c necessarily — ^from the enqmi’ies, 
and proceedings that bave been necessarily founded 
on them notorious here It is tbe common sub- 
ject of conversation eveiy where — and a bundi’ed 
lottei’S ivill convey what mme does, though not, 
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perhaps in such dry regnlanty or an attempt at 
it Mr Raffles too Tnshes eyory port of his con 
duct to be open to pnblio Timr He courts every 
mgniry — nud the more he is knoim tho more he 
will rise -n estimation 

To acqmt my consaonco enUrdy I mentioned to 
Assey that I wished to write to my parhoular 
friends on tho subject of this bnsmees among tho 
other nowfl of Java, and asLod whothor it wna 
wrong The reply was — It will in oh probabflity 
bo so generally known soon, that you may writo 
what yon HLe m my opinion ” — and, accordingly I 
have indulged my pen, Bot novortholoo show it 
only to Gcnoral p***** and oblige mo by tolling 
mo what Ins and D*** s opinions aro Tonrsolf 
I do hope will think with me on this pomt — I could 
not bear that you should bo ranged on tho opposite 
side, Pmy do bo for Jlr Raffles, and lot not nil 
mv paper and mk bo lost General Nightingalo 
and J[r IIopo have taken a decided part m lus 
favour yet tho Goncml was before n fnond of 
G******** B — hut tho inipnncs he nmdo and tho 
unammoos ondonco ho hoard earned conviction 
wjtli thorn Ho said at once ra tho liandsoracst 
iiianncr — \Mjcn I came to tlio island I conio willi 
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unfavourable impressions of l^ir Raffles, but it did 
not req[uu’e to know liim two days to bo undeceived. 
Yet my part was resolved on — to preserve neutrality 
if any thing of this land occmu’ed But now, when I 
see innocence so trampled on — such calummcs attack- 
ing it — I cannot but come forward, and vffll suppoit 
Mr Raffles to the extent of my power.” Was not 
this noble, handsome conduct ? But General 
Nightmgale is un homme comma il y en a peu — a 
troly good man 

Mr Assey cai’ried from him not only the warm- 
est letters on the subject to all his friends in Ben- 
gal, but he has written by CaptamT ivlio has 

taken a copy of the despatches to England, to all 
his friends there, and those friends are not weak 
ones 

G******** has raised all this — but “ can he lay 
it when it IS raised ? ” I think not I must not be 
so full of these matters as to omit to acknowledge 
your welcome letters of the 30th hTovember and 
9th December, which I received by Dr B,*****'***'. 
A thousand thanks for all yom* good wishes. I am 
discontented no longei — but very busy and con- 
tented Happmess, you know, is not to bo ex- 
pected m the absence of so many dear friends. 
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My father haa not sent mo any of the journal 
you speai- of, I hare had but half-u-doton Imo* 
from bim giving^ me mtelhgonco of my youngest 
sister's mamago. ****** 

But how I talk to you of family matter*. I 
knew I may -talk of them for you know ah our 
domestic pohtics. 

How much I am obhgcd to you for aU the Moor 
shedabad now* 1 I love to read of your parties and 
amusomonta, I am not, like Horace IValpolo an 
adnuTOT of more nomBproprts but norngproprts 
m your letters have so many pleasing assoantions 
that I am dehghtod to soo theuL. 

Yonr oiccUcnt undo s remembrance of mo is 
most gratifying I nood not ask you to say overy 
thing for mo to him you know bow I rospoct, and, 
1 may add love lum. I wish I could plcoso lum 
with some account of B A. but we have bad no 
amvals from Jsow South IVales since ho left tin*. 

I am Tory glad you at length know the 
C********8, They will improve on you overj 
day and I hopo you saw much of thorn m Calcutta, 
^nas c* *••••*♦ 13 ^ m uiy opinion a model of 
wliat a young lady ought to bo and 1 saw licr 
closdv Imng m tho boose for two month*. 
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Do not lose yoiu' cliess I must do so neces- 
sarily, for I have no opportunities to play, and my 
only antagomsts have been Ati’s and 

Assey I may ventm-e to say, I can beat them 
both, hut they play very good games, (mark the 
imphcation,) and I should improve by placing with 
them, hut want of leism’e will not allow Assey 
and myself, though hvmg together, did not play 
a game I heheve, for three months , and Airs 
j gg0 only once or twice a-month 
now, and shall not, at aU, for the next four or five 
She is an exti’emely pleasant ladyhke lady, and 
I have found her aU that General told 

me I should 

If Campo be with you, or in youi’ letters to 
Rimgpore, make my warmest remembrances To 
General and his family, I need not ask to 

remember me You know how I like him 

I have sent tbiough J p#***# some half-dozens 
of Japan soy to General p*****, 

&c These are scanty quantities, but I could get 
the little I did with considerable difficulty , and all 
the mcknackeiies ui the way of boxes, &c , were 
bought long befoi e I could visit the shops, being 
forty miles from Batavia, and seldom visiting it 
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I am diaappomted at this extremely, for the thm/^a, 
thoiigli tnfling m raluo are rantica m BcogaL Wo 
sliaH however have another mroatment from that 
quarter this year and I will bo more providont 

R******** tells me he has sncceedod in getting 
from a friend, who was an early purchaser a Japan 
cloak, which ho has sent to B***** Is not this 
provoking ? D*** and the two (Jonerals not to bo 

sent any to — but tho market is passed They 
shall however, I am dotemunod ho fall mandarins 
tho noit invcatmonh 

To koop m D*** s good graces I must close 
this lottor— it IS very long wmded. 

Pmy ask D*** to wnto mo sometimos at his 
leisure I wont to know how Buddonmntty and 
Putkabnrry got on — and other sucli matters that I 
can t ask a lady to wnto of 
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April 1814 

I WROTE you a long letter very lately, which I 
hope you have received A second one, containing 
a view of General G*******’s affaii’ with Mr 
Eaffles followed, but was too late for the Gessina — 
its fate I Lave not yet learned It has, I hope, 
been put into the packet of the Mary, and tlie 
delay will then have been trivial ; but if it has been ' 
sent by the Virginia, I shall be very sorry, for she 
has just sprung a leak, which may detain her m 
this port a considerable time. Takmg it for grant- 
ed you have received it however, by the Mary, I 

wiU give you the sequel to this long, very long 
story 

* * # % * 

I believe I forgot to ask you to congi’atulate 
C * * * '‘ ***** for me, on his marriage. Mr Hope 
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aLw desires me to send his kindest remetabrances 
fo him. 

How does H^***** succoed this year? Pray 
remember mo to bun, and toll him that Java is an 
extremely fino country and has mnnerons good 
ftppomtmonts m it. I hope ho bna not given up his 
intention of coming hero. Thom seems to be no 
prospect of a change m the govommont boro, for 
some tune botwoon King and Company as tbreo 
large Obina ships are posted to this island in the 
uoit season 

The papers I onoloao, am for your own and 
D*** s information and amnsement and I wish our 
fnond General p • • * • • to rend them. I wnto tins 
\erv hurriedly 
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NOTE BY EDITOR 

Another packet was forwarded some time after llti'-j hut 'va> un- 
fortunately lost , and early ni 1815, tlio inend to abotn nu.M 
of the aho^e letters acre addiessed, lecened the jnelantholj 
mtelhgence of Jlr Addison’s death from a medical gciitlenmii 
who had been at Java. 


LETTER LXXX 

Madras, Mai eh 181 5 

My dear Mrs 

It IS witli sincere and unfeigned sorroiv I liavc 
to communicate to you tlie melanclioly intelligence 
of tlie death of oim excellent young friend, George 
Addison, who fell a victim to that haneful scourge 
the Batavia fever, a few days before I left tliat 
place He had accompanied the governor on a 
short ermse to the straights of Sunda ; and on his 
leturn, when landing from the vessel, got i^^et with 
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the surf and Rat donng the erenmg m hu iret 
dothes. Thia la the only ostensible canBe of his 
ninefls oa at the tune of ita attack, he Tras m ex 
oellent health* He hoTTOTor remained -well for 
sereral dayB after and on the Sunday morning 
preceding hia attack, he was Rome hoars with mo 
giving me his commands for Bengal in good health 
and fine spintB. On the Tuesday ho felt langmd 
and heavy and dismolmod to move Wednesday 
he had a smart attack of fever m the forenoon, but 
It went off at night Next ovoning it returned 
and as ho was then at Bmleniorg the governor s 
country residence forty miles from town, ilr 
Aasoy who was with him and Sir Thomas 8o- 
Tostre a Madras surgeon sent an express to the 
goTcmor with a letter for mo. I was paying a 
farcwoH Tunt to him when it arriTod, on Friday 
forenoon Ho nnmcdiatoly ordered Ids camago 
and dispatchod troopers to all tho stages to havo 
horses m readiness and I wns witli him in about 
four Imara but alas I too lato to do any good. Ho 
was in a stato of stupor but on being roused and 
my name being rocnlionod, ho just for a moment 
lifted Ills oyes/ as if scnsiblo to tho sound bo again 
Immediately sunk into tho samo stato and con- 
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tinued so until about foui’ on Saturday morning, 
■when he expmed. It must be a seYore blow to his 
poor afflicted father. 

Mr Raffles was most severely affected when I 
commumcated the melancholy event on my return 
He has sustained a severe loss by his death, and 
laments him much. He is to write Mr Addison 
when his state of mmd wdl adimt. Poor George, 
the day he visited me, brought with him a silk 
cloak for his father, and three japan boxes for 
me, to take round with me as presents . one for 
you, one for Mi’s C** ******, and one for Miss 
()####*»## j certain when I shall 

reach Bengal, &c. — ^Youi’S very smcerely, 

J Robeetson 
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Vboat the imm timo a letter wmi reodred by tbe laiiie friend 
from tbo afflicted father which Is annexed as an affecting 
t r lbule to the amlahle oharmcter of this lamented young m a n . 


Keerpoy JIaroh 1815. 

My dear ilBS 

I Imro to return you my mo«t gmtofol Itcnrt 
felt thanks for your rery kmd most fnendly 
lottoT of tho 3d rastont Tvhicli I found m a moat 
powerful degroo oondoUng and consoling To you 
who 80 fully knew and who so highl} osbmated 
my poor dopartod boy it would bo superfluous to 
wnto of his inonta or of tho magnitude oT my loss. 
That Goorgo onjoys m lus removal to a hotter 
world nil tho joys and Iinppmcss promised by our 
blcased Saviour I am fully convinced of for I 
dedaro most soloninly I know not nor over sus- 
pected ho was addicted to any nco lie was reh ' 
giom and full of faith m Jesus Chn-st B> death 
he suffers not m being removed from a world of 
troublev pam and woo I Hlvonld — 1 ought t« 
resign him without repining Tlio task is Imnl 
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and difficult My tongue utters my submission to 
the decree of tlie Almighty of the umyerse, Creatoi 
of all , yet my heart suffers not from my omi m- 
dividual loss, but it feels for the great disfress his 
mother, and his sisters, and brother, must most 
pamfuUy experience in bis death He was beloved 
— adored by them I looked to George as the 
futui’e guardian and protector (when I might be no 
more) of those I hoped to leave to his protectmg 
care That hope is no more I God has taken my 

son — I must submit — I will not mminur 

# * * « # 

I retmm the letter Kobertson addressed to you. 
Allow me to say I am exfremely gratified that he 
IS brmgmg i ound to you a shght memorial of re- 
gard from a poor yoimg man, who esteemed, who 
I valued you beyond all others His fiiendship for 
you and D*** was not to be exceeded — With 
esteem and respect, I am yom’S much obhged, 

J Addison. 


TUB END 



IDlfBDIwn BALHWlTXr AMD HDOHC^. 





